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A Marine fires the M27 
Infantry Automatic Rifle 
during an exercise 
at Camp Lejeune, N.C., 
on Dec. 8. The M27 
is a major component 
of the Corps’ future 
equipment plans. 


Corps announces sweeping 
changes to ground-combat forces 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

The Marine Corps is making sweeping changes to the structure and 
equipment of its ground-combat forces aimed at improving lethality 
and agility on the battlefield. 

Officially announced last week, the modifications are the result of 
nearly two years of study and experimentation known as Marine Corps 
Force 2025 and Sea Dragon 2025. Marine Corps Commandant Gen. 
Robert Neller spoke about them earlier this month at a gala for the 
service’s top officers and enlisted ground-combat leaders in Arlington, 
Va. 

Changes will be felt at almost every level of Marine Corps life. 

SEE CORPS ON PAGE 4 


Air Force will switch to Army camo, ditch tiger stripes 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Air Force will adopt 
the Army’s Operation Camouflage Pattern 
combat uniform already worn by some airmen 
overseas as its official utility uniform for the 
entire service beginning in October, Air Force 
officials announced Monday. 


The switch to the uniforms developed by the 
Army initially for use in Afghanistan means the 
Air Force will ditch its Airman Battle Uniform 
with its camouflage pattern of gray, blue and 
green tiger stripes. Airmen can begin wearing 
the OCP uniform on Oct. 1, and ABUs are to be 
fully retired by April 1, 2021, the service said 
in a statement. 

SEE CAMO ON PAGE 5 


beginning in October 


Because the new Operation 
Camouflage Pattern uniform, right, 
is slightly more expensive than 
the current Airman Battle 
Uniform, the Air Force will 
boost the annual clothing 
allowance in October for 
enlisted personnel, according 
to an Air Force statement. 
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Changes seen 
at North Korea 
nuke test site 



This March 30 satellite image shows the Punggye-ri nuclear test site in North Korea. New satellite 
images, not commercially released, show removal of buildings outside the north, west and south portals. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — Satellite 
images show that North Korea has 
begun dismantling its nuclear-test 
site, razing several key buildings 
and removing rails weeks ahead of 
its summit with the United States, 
according to a monitoring website. 

South Korea, meanwhile, said it 
will hold a high-level meeting with 
the North on Wednesday to discuss 
measures focusing on reducing 
border tensions and resuming re¬ 
unions of families separated by the 
1950-53 war. 

They will be the first such talks 
since the leaders of the two Koreas 
agreed to work toward peace and 
the “complete denuclearization” of 
the divided peninsula during their 
landmark April 27 summit, which 
was held in the border truce vil¬ 
lage of Panmunjom. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un announced his country would 
dismantle its northeastern Pung¬ 
gye-ri nuclear-test facilities “to 
transparently guarantee the dis¬ 
continuance of the nuclear test.” 

The North said it will hold a 
ceremony at the site next week to 
allow local and international jour¬ 
nalists to witness the efforts. 

The commercial satellite images 
from May 7 “provided the first de¬ 
finitive evidence that dismantle¬ 


ment of the test site was already 
well underway,” according to 38 
North, a website that tracks North 
Korean activity. 

Several key operational sup¬ 
port buildings outside the north, 
west and south portals were razed 
and some rails for mining carts 
have apparently been removed, 38 
North said. 

It also said some carts seem to 
have tipped over or been disassem¬ 
bled and several small sheds have 
been removed since its last analy¬ 
sis in late April. 

The ventilation system for the 
tunnel system under Mount Man- 
tap, which covers the testing fa¬ 
cilities, also was apparently being 
broken down, the report added. 

The report said plenty of work 
remains, presumably left for the 
journalists to observe at the cer¬ 
emony, which the North has said 
will be between May 23 and 25, 
depending on weather. 

The two largest buildings at the 
command center and the main 
administrative support area re¬ 
mained intact, and no tunnel 
entrances appear to have been per¬ 
manently closed, 38 North said. 

The North’s state-run Korean 
Central News Agency issued a rare 
press release last week announcing 
plans to use explosions to collapse 
all of its tunnels, block entrances 
and remove all observation facili¬ 


ties, research buildings and secu¬ 
rity posts. 

The dismantling of the moun¬ 
tainous complex, which has been 
the site of all six nuclear tests con¬ 
ducted by North Korea since 2006, 
is part of its promise to stop nucle¬ 
ar and intercontinental ballistic 
missile tests ahead of the first-ever 
U.S.-North Korean summit. 

Some experts have said the site 
had already been rendered unus¬ 
able after reports that the moun¬ 
tain was on the verge of collapse 
after the sixth and most powerful 
underground blast took place in 
September. 

The North also is widely believed 
to have as many as 60 nuclear 
weapons and production facilities 
that were not affected. 

But President Donald Trump, 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in and others have welcomed 


the decision, saying it’s a measure 
of the North’s sincerity in its re¬ 
cent outreach to the international 
community. 

“This would be a preliminary 
step toward complete denuclear¬ 
ization,” Moon said Monday, ac¬ 
cording to a transcript provided by 
his office. 

Unification Minister Cho My- 
oung-gyon will lead the South Ko¬ 
rean delegation at Wednesday’s 
talks in Panmunjom, while the se¬ 
nior North Korean delegate will be 
Ri Son Gwon, head of the agency in 
charge of inter-Korean exchanges, 
according to the ministry. 

The meeting between Moon and 
Kim resulted in few specifics and 
was largely seen as a prelude to the 
first-ever U.S.-North Korean sum¬ 
mit, which Trump has said will be 
held June 12 in Singapore. Wash¬ 
ington is demanding the verifiable 


dismantling of the North’s nuclear 
weapons program. 

But the two Koreas made strides 
toward improving bilateral rela¬ 
tions by promising to work to¬ 
ward replacing the armistice that 
ended the war in 1953 with a peace 
treaty. 

They also agreed to stop all hos¬ 
tile acts over “land, sea and air” 
and to resume family reunions on 
Aug. 15. 

“We will lay the groundwork 
for the sustainable development of 
inter-Korean relations and lasting 
peace by discussing implementa¬ 
tion measures of the Panmunjom 
declaration,” the ministry said, re¬ 
ferring to the summit agreement. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Multinational exercise 
targets piracy in 5th Fleet 



Courtesy of Japan Self-Defense Forces, Ministry of Defense 


The Japanese destroyer Akebono operates in the Gulf of Aden 
during the Three Arrows exercise, which began May 1. 


By Jason Behnke 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Op¬ 
eration Three Arrows, a coun¬ 
terpiracy exercise that brought 
together warships and patrol air¬ 
craft from the United States and 
six other nations, has concluded 
in the Gulf of Aden after 12 days 
of naval drills. 

The U.S.-led Combined Mari¬ 
time Forces, based in Bahrain, 
worked with the European Union 
Naval Force to coordinate the 
event, which began May 1. 

Warships from Japan, Spain 
and Italy and maritime aircraft 
from Germany, Spain, Japan and 
the United Kingdom practiced in¬ 


teracting with fishing vessels and 
dhows in the region. The small 
Djiboutian navy also assisted by 
informing local vessels of the 
warships in the region and col¬ 
lecting information on suspicious 
activity. 

The CMF forces handed out 
water and first-aid kits to the 
fishermen. This engagement is 
designed to build communica¬ 
tion with the community and help 
CMF “gain valuable knowledge 
about local maritime activity 
(and) identify suspicious activ¬ 
ity early,” Rear Adm. Daisuke 
Kajimoto, commander of Com¬ 
bined Task Force 151, said in a 
statement. 

As one of three commands that 


fall under the U.S.-led combined 
force, CTF 151 patrols parts of 
the Indian Ocean, Gulf of Aden 
and the eastern coast of Somalia, 
performing counterpiracy opera¬ 
tions and engaging with regional 
partners to protect shipping 
lanes. 

Piracy in the Gulf of Aden has 
significantly declined since the 
launch of the EU’s Operation Ata- 
lanta and the formation of CTF 
151 in 2009, Navy officials said. 

There were more than 45 at¬ 
tacks by Somali pirates in the 
Gulf of Aden and surrounding 
waters in 2011. So far this year, 
only one attack was reported off 
the coast of Somalia. In February, 
a Singapore-flagged tanker was 


fired upon by three skiffs about 
160 nautical miles off the Somali 
coast. After the onboard secu¬ 
rity team fired back, the pirates 
retreated. 

“We work 24/7/365 in our base¬ 
line counterpiracy role,” said 
Lt. Col. Dave Fielder, EU Naval 
Force spokesman, in a statement. 

Fielder said the focus on the So¬ 
malian coast complements work 


done by CTF 151 partners. 

“We’ve been doing this to¬ 
gether for many years and we are 
comfortable partners. Our recent 
work together is part of the ongo¬ 
ing commitment to the region to 
address piracy and wider mari¬ 
time security issues.” 

behnke.jason@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JasonFromSD 



Jacob OwEN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Sailors aboard the USS Essex return salutes to the guided-missile destroyer USS Milius last summer off the coast of Southern California. 

Upgraded Milius moves into 7th Fleet waters 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The USS Milius crossed 
into 7th Fleet waters Monday as 
it continued its journey from San 
Diego to its new homeport in Yo¬ 
kosuka, Japan. 

The guided-missile destroyer, 
which was updated this past year 
with the Aegis Baseline 9 com¬ 
bat system, is bringing enhanced 
missile-defense abilities to the 
region. The changes “upgrad[ed] 
its air defense, ballistic missile 
defense, surface warfare and un¬ 
dersea warfare capabilities,” ac¬ 
cording to a Navy statement. 

“I could not be prouder of this 
crew and their hard work and ded¬ 
ication leading up to this deploy¬ 
ment,” Cmdr. Jennifer Pontius, 


the ship’s commanding officer, 
said in the statement. “The crew 
has trained extremely hard to get 
the ship fully certified and ready 
for tasking, and we are excited to 
operate forward and bring new 
capabilities to the [forward-de¬ 
ployed naval forces] team.” 

The Aegis Ballistic-Missile De¬ 
fense platform enables the Milius 
to intercept short-range ballistic 
missiles within the atmosphere, 
and short- to intermediate-range 
missiles above the atmosphere. 
The ship was supposed to arrive in 
Yokosuka last year, but the Navy 
postponed its move so it could be 
outfitted with the system. 

“I am very excited that Mili¬ 
us is coming to DESRON 15,” 
Capt. Jonathan Duffy, Destroyer 
Squadron 15 commander, said 
in the statement. “The ship’s ad¬ 


vanced capabilities will be vital 
in support of our missions in the 
Indo-Pacific region.” 

The Milius is also equipped 
with offensive tools, including a 
vertical launching system, Toma¬ 
hawk cruise missiles, torpedoes, 
guns and Phalanx close-in weap¬ 
ons systems. 

The ship’s move follows the 
Navy’s goal of sending its most 
advanced and capable ships to the 
Pacific region. 

The Milius’ arrival will help 
combat 7th Fleet’s shortage of 
destroyers after fatal collisions 
last year severely damaged the 
USS Fitzgerald and USS John S. 
McCain. Those ships, which are 
under repair, also have the Aegis 
system. 

Pacific Fleet commander Adm. 
Scott Swift told Stars and Stripes 


last year that the Milius was not 
being sent to replace the dam¬ 
aged destroyers, but to help alle¬ 
viate 7th Fleet’s workload. 

“I am concerned about the 
number of ships that we have out 
here,” he said. “Milius was com¬ 
ing out to help get us down to the 
[operations] tempo that we can 
really sustain. We’ve got such 
an incredible amount of work 
out here that I need Milius plus 
another ship to backfill behind 
Fitzgerald.” 

The Milius is expected to pull 
into Yokosuka late this month. 
Upon arrival, it will undergo a 
scheduled maintenance period 
as crews and their families settle 
into their new home, the Navy 
said. 


TOKYO — Two Navy EA-18G 
Growlers made an unscheduled 
landing at a Japanese military 
base Monday, according to Ja¬ 
pan’s Defense Ministry. 

Three of the aircraft were fly¬ 
ing from Guam to Misawa Air 
Base in northeastern Japan when 
a cockpit indicator showed that 
one was running low on fuel, a 
spokesman for the ministry’s 
North Kanto Defense Bureau 
said Tuesday. 

Two of the Growlers landed 
at the Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force’s Hyakuri Air Base shortly 
before noon. An Air Force C-17 
Globemaster III transport plane 
arrived at Hyakuri later in the 
afternoon to provide support, the 
spokesman said. 

The landings didn’t cause dam¬ 
age or injuries or affect base op¬ 
erations. One of the Growlers left 
Hyakuri just before 4 p.m., and 
the other took off with the C-17 
after 6 p.m., he said. 

The incident is the latest in a 
string of unscheduled landings 
by U.S. military aircraft in Japan 
this year. 

Late last month, an MV-22 
Osprey made a precautionary 
landing in Kagoshima prefec¬ 
ture after a cockpit warning light 
came on. That same week, there 
were emergency landings made 
by an F-35B Lightning II stealth 
fighter and a UH-1Y Venom. 

On Jan. 23, an AH-1Z Viper 
helicopter made an emergency 
landing at a municipal helipad on 
Okinawa’s Tonaki Island. Similar 
incidents happened on the south¬ 
ern island prefecture on Jan. 6 
and Jan. 8. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 


Fuel issue 
leads Growlers 
to land on 
Japanese base 

By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 
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Corps: Some changes on fast track; others to be phased in over 3 to 5 years 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The number of Marines in a 
rifle squad will be decreased from 
13 to 12. The service will also add 
more automatic weapons, drones 
and all-terrain vehicles, while 
improving night optics, grenade 
launchers and shoulder-fired 
rockets. 

The Marines are fast-tracking 
some of the changes, but others 
will be phased in over the next 
three to five years. 

“The surest way to prevent 
war is to be prepared to domi¬ 
nate one,” Neller said in a Marine 
Corps statement. “And that is 
what we are going to do.” 

The Marines sent an experi¬ 
mental unit to Okinawa in May 
2017 to test various unit sizes, 
concepts and technologies as the 
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit’s 
ground-combat element. The sys¬ 
tems were on full display during 
last summer’s Talisman Saber 
drills in Australia. 

A 'better’ Marine Corps 

Some of the changes are being 
made to the fundamental makeup 
of the Marines’ smallest ground 
units. 

A rifle squad — whose mis¬ 
sion is to “locate, close with, and 
destroy the enemy by fire and 
maneuver, or repel the enemy’s 
assault by fire and close combat,” 
a Marine Corps instruction said 

— has typically consisted of 13 
Marines. 

Each squad includes three fire 
teams of four Marines each, built 
around a single automatic weap¬ 
on and led by a sergeant serving 
as squad leader. Fire teams in¬ 
clude a corporal fire-team leader 
or grenadier, two lance corporals 

— one with an automatic rifle and 
another assisting — and a private 
or private first class serving as 
rifleman. 

Under Neller’s changes, fire 
teams will now feature three Ma¬ 
rines, Capt. Ryan Alvis wrote in a 
statement. All will be armed with 
an M27 Infantry Automatic Rifle 
with suppressors and improved 
optics. 

Though fire teams are losing 
a Marine, they are gaining two 
automatic weapons, giving each 
squad a total of 12. 

Two new positions — assistant 
squad leader and squad systems 
operator — are also being created 
for each squad, Alvis’ statement 
said. Rifle squads will keep an ad¬ 
ditional slot open for one rifleman 
per fire team should they need to 
add depth, but the positions will 
remain unmanned. 

Late last month, the Marines 
awarded a contract to Heckler & 
Koch for up to 15,000 M27s that 
will partially replace M4 carbine 
semiautomatic rifles, a Marine 
Corps statement said. The rifles 
cost about $1,300 each. 

The new makeup of the squad 
will see a squad leader — who 
will remain a sergeant with five 
to seven years of experience 
and formal squad leader train¬ 
ing — backed up by a corporal 
as an assistant, the statement 
said. The new squad-systems op¬ 
erator will be a lance corporal 
formally trained in a variety of 


We are going to 
change. Not that 
we aren’t good; we 
are. But we must 
continually strive to 
get better, f 

Gen. Robert Neller 

U.S. Marine Corps commandant 


Michaela GREGORY/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 

Under Commandant Gen. Robert Neller’s changes, fire teams will now feature three Marines, and all will 
be armed with an M27 Infantry Automatic Rifle, seen above, with suppressors and improved optics. 


Jacqueline CuFFORD/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 

The Marines will also immediately begin distributing quadcopter 
drones to every squad. Platoons will gain a drone operator, and rifle 
companies will get a counter-drone section of five Marines. 


technologies. 

Fire teams will consist of corpo¬ 
rals in the leadership role, backed 
by lance corporal grenadiers and 
automatic riflemen. 

The changes will be imple¬ 
mented across all Marine infan¬ 
try battalions over the next three 
to five years, the statement said. 
Neller said this will ensure Ma¬ 
rine Corps infantry formations 
remain the most “lethal, agile, 
and adaptable in the world.” 

“We are going to change,” he 
said in the statement. “Not that we 
aren’t good; we are. But we must 
continually strive to get better.” 

21st-century battlefield 

The Marines will also imme¬ 
diately begin distributing quad- 
copter drones to every squad. 
Platoons will gain a drone opera¬ 
tor, and rifle companies will get 
a counter-drone section of five 
Marines. 

Marine squads will also receive 
improved binocular night-vi¬ 
sion devices and improved optics 
that include thermal capabil¬ 
ity and improved M320 grenade 
launchers. 

They will gain additional fire¬ 
power and rocket range as the 
Multi-Role Anti-Armor Anti-Per¬ 
sonnel Weapon System, known 
as MAAWS or the “Carl Gustav,” 
replaces the Mk-153 Shoulder- 
Launched Multipurpose Assault 
Weapon, or SMAW. 

Squads will also get handheld 
devices that provide a digital link 
to close-air support and adjacent 
units, and an M38 Squad Desig¬ 
nated Marksmanship Rifle with 
a suppressor and variable 2.5-8 
power optic, the statement said. 

The M38 is not a sniper rifle, 
but provides improved identifica¬ 
tion and engagement of targets 
up to 600 meters away. Marines 
carrying it will be required to 
complete additional training on 


range estimation, scope theory 
and observation. 

Beyond the squad level, Marine 


scout snipers are to receive the 
Mkl3 Mod 7 Long Range Sniper 
Rifle, the statement said. That 


rifle is used by members of U.S. 
Special Operations Command. 

Weapons companies will get 
four additional extended-range 
Javelin antiarmor missile sys¬ 
tems, bringing their total to 12, to 
offset the loss of four wire-guided 
TOW missile systems, the state¬ 
ment said. Eventually, TOWs will 
be eliminated from Marine Corps 
battalions altogether. 

The Marines also announced 
the elimination of two 81-mm 
mortar systems, bringing the 
total down to six; however, they 
will pack a bigger punch with ex¬ 
tended ranges and ammunition 
improvements. 

Marines should also see more 
Polaris MRZRs, an all-terrain 
vehicle that resembles a dune 
buggy. 

Each rifle company will gain 
an operations/intelligence sec¬ 
tion, a logistics cell and small 
arms repair, the statement said. 
Marine battalions will add an 
information management officer 
and an information environment 
operations officer and chief to 
integrate “information warfare 
capabilities.” 

Each infantry battalion will 
gain a forward air controller, 
which means each rifle company 
will have one assigned. 

Plans also call for combat en¬ 
gineer squads to increase to 13 
Marines and engineer platoons 
to be attached to each infantry 
battalion. 

The Marines’ 2nd Tank Battal¬ 
ion will get an additional compa¬ 
ny while the service upgrades its 
M1A1 active protection systems 
and target acquisition and sensor 
suites, the statement said. 

The service also plans to bring 
back 5th Battalion, 10th Marines 
as a High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket System, or HIMARS, bat¬ 
talion in fiscal year 2023. 

The Marines also plan to field 
upgraded light armored vehicles 
with anti-tank capabilities. 


burke.matt@stripes.cc 
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We spoke to and listened to airmen on this, 
and the OCP was the clear choice. 9 


David Goldfein 

Air Force chief of staff 


Camo: Boost 
in clothing 
allowance will 
cover costs 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

The change is expected to be em¬ 
braced by airmen, said Gen. David 
Goldfein, the Air Force chief of 
staff, who acknowledged the popu¬ 
larity of the Army’s green, brown 
and tan uniform that airmen al¬ 
ready wear in Afghanistan and the 
Middle East. Personnel assigned 
to Air Force Special Operations 
Command and security forces air¬ 
men assigned to Air Force Global 
Strike Command also wear the 
OCP uniform, including in the 
United States. 

“We spoke to and listened to 
airmen on this, and the OCP was 
the clear choice,” Goldfein said in 
a statement. “The uniform works 
in all climates — from Minot [in 
North Dakota] to Manbij [in Syria] 
— and across the spectrum of mis¬ 
sions we perform. It’s suitable for 
our airmen working on a flight line 
in the Northern Tier states and for 
those conducting patrols in the 
Middle East.” 

The Army adopted the Opera¬ 
tional Camouflage Pattern for its 
everyday utility uniforms in 2015, 
about five years after it began 
wearing the similar MultiCam pat¬ 
tern in Afghanistan. 

The Air Force version of the 
Operation Camouflage Pattern 
uniform will include some minor 
changes to differentiate the ser¬ 
vices. The Air Force version will 
include name tape and Air Force 
lettering in “spice-brown” instead 
of the Army’s black. The Air Force 
uniform will also include a unique 
squadron sleeve patch to identify 
an airman’s unit, the service said. 

The Air Force indicated airmen 
who have worn the OCP uniform 
found it more comfortable and 
better for everyday use than the 
ABUs. In addition to the standard 
unisex uniform, it will be available 
in female-specific sizes that the 
Army recently began issuing, of¬ 
ficials said. 

Because the new uniform is 
slightly more expensive than the 
ABUs, about $20 more per uni¬ 
form, the Air Force will boost the 
annual clothing allowance in Octo¬ 
ber for enlisted personnel, accord¬ 
ing to the Air Force statement. 

Those airmen who already have 
OCP uniforms from past deploy¬ 
ment will be allowed to begin 
wearing them on Oct. 1. The new 
uniforms will go on sale on that date 
at Army and Air Force Exchange 
Services locations at Aviano Air 
Base in Italy, Charleston Air Force 


Ga.-based soldiers are 
Army's 'best tank crew' 

FORT STEWART, Ga. — Four 
soldiers based in Georgia have 
won the title of the Army’s “best 
tank crew.” 

The troops assigned to the 2nd 
Brigade Armored Combat Team 
at Fort Stewart took the 2018 Sul¬ 
livan Cup after a weeklong com¬ 
petition against 15 of the top tank 


Base and Shaw Air Force Base in 
South Carolina, and MacDill Air 
Force Base in Florida. They will be 
on sale at other Air Force locations 
in the following months, officials 
said. 

“Many of our airmen already 
have this uniform from their nu¬ 
merous deployments, so they will 
be able to make the transition eas¬ 
ily,” said Chief Master Sgt. of the 


crews from the Army, Marine 
Corps and allied militaries from 
other nations. 

The competition is held every 
two years at Fort Benning and 
tests four-person tank crews on 
maneuver and gunnery skills, as 
well as other fundamentals. 

Fort Stewart officials said in 
a news release that its winning 
crew for 2018 is one of the newest 
tank crews in the Army. 

The Associated Press 


Air Force Kaleth O. Wright, the 
service’s senior enlisted leader. 
“For other airmen, we must pro¬ 
vide enough time for their cloth¬ 
ing allowance to fund the items to 
avoid out-of-pocket expenses.” 

The Air Force OCP uniforms will 
require airmen to wear tan T-shirts 
and belts, coyote brown boots, and 
“DLA green” socks. Airmen will 
be authorized to wear desert sand 


T-shirts with their OCP uniforms 
through April 1, 2019. Tan boots 
can be worn with the new uniforms 
through June 1, 2020. 

Goldfein said adopting the Ar¬ 
my’s camouflage pattern perma¬ 
nently also reflects on the services’ 
joint work across the world. 

“This celebrates joint warfight¬ 
ing excellence as OCPs will be¬ 
come the joint combat uniform for 
airmen and soldiers while patches 
and nametapes will identify our 
respective services,” the general 
said. “We’ll maintain our distinc¬ 
tive Air Force uniforms in blues, 
service dress, mess dress and 
[physical training] gear.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Gitmo detainee 
denied motion 
to show his art 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A man accused 
of helping to plan the Sept. 11 at¬ 
tacks will not be allowed to pub¬ 
licly distribute art he makes in his 
cell at the Guantanamo Bay deten¬ 
tion center after a judge denied a 
motion asking for Department of 
Defense restrictions to be lifted, 
one of his attorneys said Monday. 

The ruling by a military com¬ 
mission judge came down Friday, 
said attorney Alka Pradhan, who 
represents Ammar al Baluchi. 
The decision has not been post¬ 
ed publicly since it is still going 
through a review process. 

Al Baluchi’s attorneys had filed 
the motion in April, saying his 
rights were being violated be¬ 
cause of the restrictions. 

The Department of Defense 
had put new restrictions in place 
after a New York City exhibition 
of detainee art went on display 
last year, including two pieces 
from al Baluchi. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman, Navy 
Cmdr. Sarah Higgins, declined 
comment Monday since the deci¬ 
sion is in review. At the time the 
motion was filed, she said items 
produced by detainees at Guanta¬ 
namo Bay “remain the property 
of the U.S. government.” 

Al Baluchi is a nephew of sus¬ 
pected 9/11 mastermind, Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed. U.S. military 
prosecutors accuse him of being 
involved in the planning, includ¬ 
ing financial transactions, that 
led to some of the Sept. 11 hijack¬ 
ers being in the U.S. 
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Fitzgerald commander waives hearing 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Cmdr. Bryce 
Benson, who commanded the USS 
Fitzgerald at the time of a deadly 
collision last year, has waived his 
right to a preliminary hearing to 
determine whether he should face 
criminal charges in the incident, 
according to a Navy official. 

The Article 32 hearing, which 


was slated at the Navy Yard in 
Washington on May 21, is can¬ 
celed, and it will be up to a panel of 
Naval officials, known as the Con¬ 
solidated Disposition Authority, to 
decide whether there’s enough ev¬ 
idence to proceed with a criminal 
trial. A decision could be handed 
down in the coming few months. 

The criminal charges include 
negligent homicide. 

Seven sailors died June 17 after 


the Fitzgerald crashed into a civil¬ 
ian merchant ship about 60 miles 
southwest of Yokosuka Naval 
Base, Japan. 

Last week, a preliminary hear¬ 
ing for two junior officers charged 
in the Fitzgerald crash highlight¬ 
ed a series of errors by the ship’s 
crew, readiness challenges and 
other concerns that contributed to 
the deadly incident. 

The ongoing trial at the Navy 


Yard ties into another Navy de¬ 
stroyer’s deadly crash just two 
months later, when 10 sailors were 
killed when the USS John S. Mc¬ 
Cain collided with an oil tanker 
near Singapore. 

Chief Petty Officer Jeffery D. 
Butler will face a summary court- 
martial May 24. Former McCain 
commanding officer, Cmdr. Al¬ 
fredo J. Sanchez, is scheduled for 
arraignment at a special court- 


martial May 25. 

Navy investigations found that 
both collisions were “avoidable” 
and caused by failures in plan¬ 
ning, training, procedures and 
operations. Part of that, the Navy 
found, was caused by the intense 
operational pace the fleet has been 
maintaining in recent years. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Dianna Cahn 
contributed to this report. 
grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Air Force Thunderbirds 
plan to resume performing 



William HowARD/Stars and Stripes 


Two HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopters from the 56th Rescue Squadron lift off Tuesday from RAF 
Lakenheath, England, for a flight to Aviano Air Base, Italy. The 56th and 57th Rescue Squadrons have 
relocated 350 airmen, 200 military families and five helicopters to their new duty station in Italy. 

‘End of an era’: Rescue squadron helos 
head to new home at Aviano Air Base 



A crowd watches and bids farewell Tuesday to an HH-60G Pave 
Hawk helicopter crew of the 56th Rescue Squadron. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force Thunderbirds 
announced Monday they’ll per¬ 
form next week in Virginia, their 
first air show since the April 4 
death of team member Maj. Ste¬ 
phen “Cajun” Del Bagno during a 
training flight. 

The elite aerobatic squad, as¬ 
signed to the 57th Wing at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev., will resume 
its season May 19 and 20 at Joint 
Base Langley-Eustis, the team 
said. 

“The Thunderbirds look for¬ 
ward to safely resuming public 
shows at Air Power over Hampton 
Roads,” Lt. Col. Kevin Walsh, the 
team’s commander and lead pilot, 
said in a statement, referring to 
Langley’s biennial air show. “It’s 
been challenging to get us to this 
point, but the team is resilient, 
focused and ready to get back to 
our mission of recruiting, retain¬ 
ing and inspiring.” 

The Thunderbirds said in a 
statement that the return to regu¬ 
lar performances is a milestone as 
they recover from their first fatal 
mishap in 36 years. Gen. Mike 
Holmes, Air Combat Command 
commander, gave the green light 


Associated Press 

A 25-year-old soldier delayed 
while trying to fly home to Missis¬ 
sippi from a Texas base still man¬ 
aged to see his wife give birth—via 
FaceTime while stranded at an air¬ 
port hundreds of miles away. 

Never mind the flight delay. He 
still got to see his baby girl’s ar¬ 
rival via the video connection over 
cellphone. 

Spc. Brooks Lindsey encoun¬ 
tered the flight delay earlier this 
month while making a connection 
in Dallas en route home to Brandon, 
Miss., for the birth of his first child, 
The Washington Post reported. 

Lindsey said he had been train¬ 
ing at Fort Bliss with the Mississip¬ 
pi National Guard, preparing for an 
upcoming deployment to Kuwait. It 
was then he said that he had to rush 
home after doctors recommended 
his wife Haley, 22, undergo an im- 


for the resumption of air shows, 
officials said. 

The Thunderbirds paused 
training and canceled public per¬ 
formances after Del Bagno, 34, 
crashed his jet during routine 
training on the Nevada Test and 
Training Range. They resumed 
practice last month. 

Del Bagno was the slot pilot 
in the No. 4 jet, according to the 
Thunderbirds. He was an ex¬ 
perienced pilot who had logged 
more than 3,500 flight hours in 
more than 30 different aircraft, 
including 1,400 hours as an Air 
Force pilot. Before joining the Air 
Force in 2007, he was a civilian 
flight instructor, corporate pilot, 
skywriter and banner tow pilot. 
His last job before the Thunder¬ 
birds was as an F-35A evaluator 
pilot and chief of standardization 
and evaluation at Eglin Air Force 
Base, Fla. He joined the Thunder¬ 
birds in November. 

The cause of the crash is still 
under investigation. 

After Langley, the Thunder¬ 
birds have 26 more demonstra¬ 
tions across the United States 
listed on their 2018 schedule, ac¬ 
cording to their website. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


mediate induction because of some 
medical conditions affecting the 
mom-to-be. 

After Lindsey’s flight was de¬ 
layed by maintenance issues at the 
Dallas-Fort Worth international 
airport, according to the newspa¬ 
per report, the camouflage-wear¬ 
ing soldier hunkered down in the 
terminal and watched via video as 
his wife gave birth. 

Gripping the cellphone and star¬ 
ing intently, Lindsey took in every 
moment as his 7-pound, 6-ounce 
daughter Millie came into the 
world May 4. The newspaper re¬ 
ports others passing through the 
airport crowded around him as his 
emotional reactions were captured 
on video, clapping and cheering the 
infant’s safe arrival into the world. A 
few hours later, Lindsey reached 
the hospital and held his daughter 
for the first time and hugged and 
kissed his wife. 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

RAF LAKENHEATH, England 
— A crowd of airmen gathered 
near the taxiway Tuesday, took 
pictures and watched two HH-60G 
Pave Hawk helicopters fly toward 
Aviano Air Base. 

Over the last couple of months, 
the 56th and 57th Rescue Squad¬ 
rons have relocated 350 airmen, 
200 military families and five he¬ 
licopters to their new duty station 
in Italy. 

Their former home at RAF Lak¬ 
enheath, nicknamed “The Valley 
of the Jolly Green Giants,” is now 
empty. The move, announced in 
2015, aims to position operations 
closer to possible trouble spots in 
Eastern Europe and Africa. 

“This marks the end of an era 
for the 56th and 57th Rescue 
Squadrons. But no matter where 
we’re located, we remain ready to 
deliver combat search and rescue 
capabilities wherever and when¬ 
ever they’re needed,” 56th RQS 
commander Lt. Col. Leslie Sem- 
rau said. 

The 56th RQS is the small¬ 
est combat search and rescue in 
the Air Force, but it has a history 
dating back to 1952, when it was 
involved in operations spanning 
Southern Europe and the North 
African regions. 

Through the mid-1970s, the 56th 
RQS performed combat recovery 
and local search and rescue mis¬ 
sions in the Vietnam War. 

In June 2006, the squadron re¬ 


located from Keflavik, Iceland, 
to RAF Lakenheath and earned 
about 600 saves and assists in sup¬ 
port of operations throughout the 
last 12 years in the U.K. 

Originally activated as the 57th 
Air Rescue Squadron in 1952 at 
Lajes Field, Azores, the 57th was 
later reactivated as the 57th Res¬ 
cue Squadron at RAF Lakenheath 
in February 2015. 

The squadron is most famous for 
the rescue at sea in 1959 of 48 peo¬ 
ple from a Portuguese ship named 
the SS Arnel, which crashed into 
rocks near the island of Santa 
Maria. 

“I am extraordinarily proud 
to have served with the men and 
women of the 56th and 57th Rescue 
Squadrons,” said Col. Evan Pet- 
tus, 48th flight wing commander. 


“During their time here, they have 
been directly responsible for sav¬ 
ing countless lives as well as draw¬ 
ing us closer to our allies through 
cooperation, training and shared 

The 56th and 57th RQS are 
scheduled to officially complete 
their move by next month and will 
continue combat search and rescue 
operations during the transition. 

“We are always prepared to de¬ 
ploy in response to our nation and 
allies’ needs worldwide,” Sernrau 
said. “There’ll be a little bit of time 
to reconstitute the squadron and 
make sure we settle our families 
into the local area but, without a 
doubt, we will be ready to go when 
called on.” 

howard.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Howard_Stripes 


Stranded at airport, soldier 
watches baby’s birth by FaceTime 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


US helps Afghan forces 
repel Taliban in Farah 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
Taliban retreated from the capital 
of western Farah province Tues¬ 
day after launching a pre-dawn 
assault on the city that killed and 
wounded several Afghan troops, 
with U.S. airpower supporting 
government forces. 

Afghan special operations forc¬ 
es, army and police, had started 
clearance operations on the city’s 
outskirts, U.S. and Afghan officials 
said. They were aided by Afghan 
Mi-17 helicopter gunships, which 
the Afghan Defense Ministry said 
had killed at least 10 fighters. 

Some attackers were fleeing 
and others were hiding in civilian 
homes, the Defense Ministry said. 

Army Lt. Col. Martin O’Donnell, 
a spokesman for the NATO mis¬ 
sion in Kabul, said U.S. Air Force 
A-10 Thunderbolt II ground attack 
planes, which deployed to Kanda¬ 
har Air Field in January, and MQ- 
9 Reaper drones were supporting 
Afghan ground forces and Ameri¬ 
can and multinational advisers 
were assisting Afghan leaders di¬ 
recting the operation. 

“We’re in a constant state of ad¬ 
vising,” he said. 

The militants had begun a multi¬ 
pronged assault into several areas 
of the city a few hours after mid¬ 
night, Abdul Shakoor, a resident of 
the Bagh-e-Pul area, told Stars and 
Stripes earlier in the day by phone. 
His home is on the outskirts of the 
city of about 50,000. 

“We are stuck at our homes, 
we cannot go out and everyone 
is in great fear,” Shakoor said. 
“I can see the Taliban from my 
house. They are roaming in the 
intersections.” 

The Defense Ministry had 
quickly deployed reinforcements 
and vowed to repel the attack. 
Hours later, Shakoor said he could 
still hear gunfire as security forc¬ 
es fought back. 

A lucrative drug route crosses 
the embattled province, connect¬ 
ing largely Taliban-held Helmand 
province to the south with Iran in 
the west. 

Officials have warned of a de¬ 


teriorating security situation for 
months, as insurgents have en¬ 
tered the capital on several oc¬ 
casions and threatened outlying 
districts. 

The attack on Farah was the first 
on a provincial capital this year. 

It’s unclear how far the militants 
advanced into the capital. On so¬ 
cial media, the Taliban posted pho¬ 
tos and videos purporting to show 
fighters taking government com¬ 
plexes or seizing military pickup 
trucks. They claimed to have over¬ 
run a police station and an intelli¬ 
gence outpost. Afghanistan’s Tolo 
News broadcast footage of a burn¬ 
ing Humvee. 

But O’Donnell said military sur¬ 
veillance feeds and Afghan report¬ 
ing from the ground indicated the 
fighters hadn’t advanced beyond 
checkpoints on the city’s northern 
and western edges, and that the 
city itself remained under govern¬ 
ment control. 

“At no time did the Taliban enter 
the city,” O’Donnell said. Though 
the insurgents have recently got¬ 
ten “headline splashes” for taking 
remote district centers in some 
provinces, they’ve been unable to 
hold the terrain for long, he said. 

Militants briefly took the capital 
of northern Kunduz province in 
late 2015 and threatened to take it 
again in 2016, but they have since 
failed to take a single capital — a 
fact frequently touted by U.S. and 
NATO officials, who say govern¬ 
ment forces are becoming more 
capable in battling the insurgents. 

A resurgent Taliban, largely 
dependent on narcotics revenues, 
has expanded its sway in the coun¬ 
try since the withdrawal of most 
international combat forces at the 
end of 2014. Meanwhile, the gov¬ 
ernment has largely lost ground, 
and in just the past year security 
forces numbers fell to their lowest 
reported levels since early 2012. 

The Kabul government and its 
international backers are seeking 
to reverse those trends by growing 
the country’s special operations 
command and air force. 

The U.S. Army’s newly formed 
1st Security Forces Assistance 
Brigade has been deployed to build 


up conventional forces at the tacti¬ 
cal level, too, and more warplanes 
and drones have been sent to sup¬ 
port ground operations. 

The Trump administration’s 
strategy of renewed aggression 
here, meant to bolster the country’s 
security, has led to a dramatic hike 
in the number of airstrikes, many 
aimed at crippling the Taliban’s 
ability to profit from the drug 
trade. 

So far, it seems to have done 
little to curb the Taliban advance, 
and despite the pressure the insur¬ 
gents haven’t shown much interest 
in the government’s offer of a com¬ 
prehensive peace agreement. 

Since launching their spring 
offensive last month, they have 
reportedly carried out thousands 
of attacks throughout the country, 
including deadly suicide bombings 
in the country’s capital. 

Kabul officials acknowledged 
to local media that security forces 
had suffered recent casualties in 
fighting to retake parts of Farah, 
Baghlan and Ghor provinces, 
though some defense officials dis¬ 
puted reports that military losses 
had reached 700 dead and wound¬ 
ed in recent weeks. 

At least two Afghan security 
forces members had been killed 
in Tuesday’s fighting, said Ahmad 
Zaki, a doctor at the city’s cen¬ 
tral hospital. At least 16 wounded 
troops had been taken to the medi¬ 
cal facility as of about midday. 
Five wounded civilians, including 
women, were also being treated. 

Through a spokesman, the 
Taliban told the city’s residents 
earlier in the day to stay in their 
homes, promising they wouldn’t 
be harmed and that only military 
facilities were being targeted. 

The Taliban have frequently 
claimed they seek to avoid civil¬ 
ian casualties, but human rights 
organizations have counted thou¬ 
sands of civilian deaths caused by 
insurgent violence in recent years 
— many the result of indiscrimi¬ 
nate Taliban attacks in populated 
urban areas. 


garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 



SANA/AP 


Syrian policemen holding national flags ride motorcycles Tuesday 
with villagers ahead of a convoy entering a village in Homs province. 
Syrian government forces took control of the last rebel enclave in 
Homs after “overpowering terrorism,” an officer told state-run TV. 

Syrian forces seize 
rebel enclave in Homs 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrian govern¬ 
ment forces are in full control of 
the last rebel enclave in Syria’s 
largest province after “overpow¬ 
ering terrorism” following the 
evacuation of thousands of armed 
men and civilians, an officer told 
state-run TV Tuesday. 

The rebels have agreed to sur¬ 
render the northern countryside 
of Homs province to the govern¬ 
ment under a deal reached in 
early May. According to the deal, 
thousands of rebels and civilians 
who refuse to live under govern¬ 
ment control were to be evacu¬ 
ated to other rebel-held areas in 
the country’s north. 

State media and activists say 
more than 27,000 civilians and 


gunmen have left the northern 
countryside of Homs in the past 
days, the latest in a string of capit¬ 
ulation deals by the rebels around 
the country. In a major victory 
for the Syrian government, the 
rebels agreed, following Russian- 
sponsored mediation, to evacuate 
their areas in early May. 

The northern rural Homs deal 
came days after rebels cleared 
their last remaining strongholds 
around the capital Damascus. 
The government troops and al¬ 
lied fighters continue to battle the 
remaining Islamic State fighters 
in a pocket south of Damascus. 

A Syrian security officer told 
state-run Al-Ikhbariya TV on 
Tuesday that police began de¬ 
ploying in northern rural Homs, 
restoring government control. 


Flooding kills at least 34 across Afghanistan 


KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
Afghan government says 34 peo¬ 
ple have died and four others in¬ 
jured in heavy rains and flooding 
around the country over the past 
week. 

A statement released Tuesday 
by the Afghan Ministry for Di¬ 
saster Management and Humani¬ 
tarian Affairs says 11 provinces 


have been badly affected by the 
flooding. 

Around 600 animals died, 240 
houses were destroyed and close 
to 98 acres of agricultural land de¬ 
stroyed, according to the ministry. 
More than 620 houses were dam¬ 
aged, according to the statement. 

From The Associated Press 
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Comment on McCain overshadows Senate lunch 


By Lisa Mascaro 
and Anne Flaherty 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The last time Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump headed to Capitol Hill 
for the weekly Senate Republican lunch 
he was feuding with the powerful chair 
of the foreign relations panel, including a 
tweeted suggestion that the man couldn’t 
get elected dog catcher. 

Now Trump is embroiled in a contro¬ 
versy over an aide’s comment disparag¬ 
ing ailing GOP Sen. John McCain, and the 
Senate GOP leadership is telling Trump 
it’s past time for an apology from the White 
House. 

“The smart thing to do would have been 
five days ago to just nip it in the bud and 


come out and apologize for it,” said Sen. 
John Thune of South Dakota, the No. 3 Sen¬ 
ate Republican. 

Trump’s Capitol Hill lunch Tuesday 
with Senate Republicans came as the 
White House and its GOP allies were try¬ 
ing to coalesce around a political message 
ahead of the midterm elections. Also on the 
agenda was the White House push to get 
Senate approval on Trump’s nominee for 
CIA director, as well as Trump’s upcom¬ 
ing summit with North Korea. 

But much like the last time Trump was 
headed to the GOP Senate lunch, in Oc¬ 
tober 2017, the White House agenda was 
eclipsed by another story. 

During a closed-door meeting last week, 
White House communications aide Kelly 
Sadler dismissed McCain’s opposition to 


the CIA nominee by saying of the Arizona 
Republican: “He’s dying anyway.” McCain, 
81, was diagnosed in July with glioblasto¬ 
ma, an aggressive form of brain cancer. 

McCain’s family has asked for a public 
apology. 

In a tweet Monday, Trump said “so- 
called leaks” were a “massive over exag¬ 
geration” but added: “With that being said, 
leakers are traitors and cowards, and we 
will find out who they are!” 

But the issue has left many senators un¬ 
settled. Several of McCain’s long-time col¬ 
leagues, including Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, South Carolina’s Lind¬ 
sey Graham and former Vice President 
Joe Biden, have traveled to Arizona to visit 
the ailing senator. 

When Trump attended the October Sen¬ 


ate GOP luncheon, he was locked into a 
public feud with Sen. Bob Corker of Ten¬ 
nessee. Earlier that month, Corker had ac¬ 
cused the president of intentionally being 
divisive and untruthful, and comparing 
the White House to an “adult day care 
center.” 

The morning of the luncheon, Trump 
tweeted that Corker “couldn’t get elected 
dog catcher in Tennessee.” 

The mqjor issue at the time was tax leg¬ 
islation, which Trump and Republicans 
needed to pass after failing to rally behind 
a comprehensive health care bill. The tax 
bill was ultimately successful, despite the 
Trump-Corker diversion. Corker has said 
he will not seek re-election this fall. 



Robert Cohen, St. Louis Post-Dispatch/AP 


Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens leaves the Civil Courts building after 
speaking with reporters Monday after the case against him was 
dismissed. 


Mo. governor no longer 
faces sex-related charge 


Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS—Missouri Gov. Eric 
Greitens declared victory as pros¬ 
ecutors abruptly dropped a felony 
invasion-of-privacy charge alleg¬ 
ing he had taken a revealing photo 
of a woman with whom he has ac¬ 
knowledged having an affair. 

The St. Louis circuit attorney’s 
office said it still plans to pursue 
the case, either through a special 
prosecutor or an appointed assis¬ 
tant. But Greitens’ attorneys said 
the case was crumbling under a 
lack of evidence and doubted any 
charge would ever be refiled after 
Monday’s dismissal. 

The first-term Republican gov¬ 
ernor still faces plenty of other 
problems. Missouri’s Republican 
legislative leaders renewed calls 
for Greitens to resign and con¬ 
firmed they still will convene Fri¬ 
day in a monthlong special session 
to consider whether to impeach 
Greitens in an attempt to remove 
him from office. 

Greitens also remains charged 
with a second felony in St. Louis 
for allegedly disclosing a donor list 
from a St. Louis-based veterans’ 
charity he founded for use in his 
political campaign. No trial date 
has been set for that case. 

Greitens, 44, was charged with 
felony invasion of privacy for al¬ 


legedly taking and transmitting a 
photo of an at least partially nude 
woman without her permission on 
March 21, 2015. Greitens has de¬ 
clined to directly answer questions 
about whether he took the photo. 

Earlier Monday, Greitens’ attor¬ 
neys said in court that prosecutors 
had stopped searching for evi¬ 
dence of the photo after failing to 
find it on Greitens’ cellphone or in 
cloud storage. 

“The case was going nowhere. 
There was no evidence to support 
any of the elements,” Greitens’ at¬ 
torney, Jim Bennett, told reporters 
after the charge was dropped. 

Greitens has rejected calls to 
resign from both Republicans and 
Democrats since he first admitted 
in January that he had an affair 
before he was elected governor in 
2016. 

The woman, who has been iden¬ 
tified only as K.S. in court filings, 
has testified that Greitens bound 
her hands to exercise equipment in 
the basement of his St. Louis home, 
blindfolded her and removed her 
clothes before she saw a flash and 
heard what sounded like the click 
of a cellphone camera. She has 
said Greitens threatened to dis¬ 
seminate the photo if she spoke of 
their encounter but later told her 
he had deleted it. 


Trump defends aid to China firm 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Monday de¬ 
fended his efforts to help a Chinese 
telecommunications company 
that violated U.S. sanctions “get 
back into business, fast,” despite 
criticism from Democrats and 
Republicans that the company 
poses a national security risk. 

“ZTE, the large Chinese phone 
company, buys a big percentage 
of individual parts from U.S. com¬ 
panies,” Trump tweeted Monday. 
“This is also reflective of the 
larger trade deal we are negotiat¬ 
ing with China and my personal 
relationship with President Xi.” 

Trump over the weekend un¬ 
expectedly tweeted that he and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
were “working together” to give 
ZTE “a way to get back into busi¬ 
ness, fast,” saying too many jobs 
in China were at stake after the 
U.S. government cut off access to 
its American suppliers. 

The surprising overture to 
China marked a dramatic depar¬ 
ture from Trump’s rhetoric to¬ 
ward China during the campaign, 
when he said he would no longer 
allow China to “rape our country” 


and steal U.S. jobs. 

The U.S. Commerce Depart¬ 
ment last month blocked ZTE 
Corp., a major supplier of telecom 
networks and smartphones based 
in southern China, from import¬ 
ing American components for 
seven years. The U.S. accused 
ZTE of misleading American 
regulators over sanctions against 
North Korea and Iran. 

Commerce Secretary Wilbur 
Ross said during an appearance 
at the National Press Club in 
Washington on Monday that “ZTE 
did do some inappropriate things. 
They’ve admitted to that.” 

But he added: “The question is: 
Are there alternative remedies 
to the one that we had originally 
put forward? And that’s the area 
we will be exploring very, very 
promptly.” 

Trump’s unexpected announce¬ 
ment Sunday came as the two 
countries prepared for additional 
trade talks in Washington this 
week. Given past vows to stop the 
flow of U.S. jobs to China and what 
he’s called unfair trade practices, 
Trump’s seeming concern about 
Chinese jobs was something of a 
backflip. 

“A reversal of the ZTE deci¬ 
sion could temporarily tamp 


down trade tensions by allowing 
the Chinese to make concessions 
to the U.S. without losing face,” 
said Eswar Prasad, a professor of 
trade policy at Cornell Universi¬ 
ty. “Trump may have recognized 
that backing off on ZTE clears 
the path for him to claim at least 
a partial victory in the US-China 
trade dispute based on the con¬ 
cessions the Chinese seem pre¬ 
pared to offer.” 

At the White House, spokesman 
Raj Shah said Trump’s request 
for Ross to re-examine the issue 
was part of a “give and take” with 
the Chinese. 

“Obviously this is part of a very 
complex relationship between the 
United States and China that in¬ 
volves economic issues, national 
security issues and the like,” he 
said. 

China’s foreign ministry said 
Vice Premier Liu will visit the 
U.S. from Tuesday to Saturday 
for consultations with U.S. Trea¬ 
sury Secretary Steve Mnuchin. 

The U.S. imposed the penalty 
on Shenzhen-based ZTE after 
finding that the company, which 
had already paid a $1.2 billion 
fine, not only failed to discipline 
employees that were involved, but 
paid them bonuses. 


Trump: First lady doing well after kidney procedure 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Tuesday 
that his wife, Melania, will come 
home from the hospital in a few 
days, after receiving medical 
treatment this week for a kidney 
condition the White House said is 
noncancerous. 

“Our great First Lady is doing 
really well. Will be leaving hospi¬ 
tal in 2 or 3 days. Thank you for so 
much love and support!” Trump 
tweeted. 

The first lady, 48, underwent 
an “embolization” procedure 
Monday morning at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center 
outside Washington, her office 
announced. The president visited 
her Monday evening and tweeted 
that the procedure was “success¬ 


ful” and that 
his wife was 
in “good 
spirits.” 

Mrs. 
Trump’s 
spokeswom¬ 
an had said 
Monday that 
the first lady 
was likely to 
remain hos¬ 
pitalized for 
“the duration of the week.” 

The White House has not of¬ 
fered any additional information 
about the first lady’s condition, 
citing her privacy. Vice President 
Mike Pence, however, described 
the procedure as “long planned” 
as he opened a speech Monday 
night in Washington. 

Two urologists who have no 


personal knowledge of Mrs. 
Trump’s condition said the most 
likely explanation for the emboli¬ 
zation procedure is a kind of non¬ 
cancerous kidney tumor called 
an angiomyolipoma. 

They’re not common but tend to 
occur in middle-aged women and 
can cause problematic bleeding if 
they become large enough, said 
Dr. Keith Kowalczyk of MedStar 
Georgetown University Hospital. 

“The treatment of choice” is 
to cut off the blood supply so 
the growth shrinks, added Dr. 
Lambros Stamatakis of MedStar 
Washington Hospital Center. Doc¬ 
tors do that with an embolization, 
meaning a catheter is snaked into 
the blood vessels of the kidney to 
find the right one and block it. 
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Sports bet 
ruling not 
a worry in 
Las Vegas 


Don Withrow served in the Army from 1963 to 1983, including two tours in Vietnam. Withrow has ridden with the Ride of the Patriots in 
Fairfax, Va., every year since its inception in 1999. 


Va. bikers ready for 
20th Ride of Patriots 



Holly Russo, an Air Force veteran, sits astride her motorcycle at a 
biker meetup last week in Fairfax, Va. Russo plans to take part in 
the 20th anniversary of the Ride of the Patriots. 


By Michael S. Darnell 

Stars and Stripes 

FAIRFAX, Va. — Memorial 
Day weekend is fast approaching, 
and the holiday brings parades, 
ceremonies and silent wakes in 
memory of the American mili¬ 
tary men and women who died 
while serving. 

Not all the Memorial Day 
events will be quiet, though. 
Some, like the Ride of the Patri¬ 
ots in Fairfax, Va., on May 27, will 
be downright noisy. 

Marking its 20th year, the thou- 
sands-strong motorcycle ride be¬ 
gins on the Sunday of Memorial 
Day weekend at Patriot Harley- 
Davidson in Virginia and ends at 
the Pentagon. 

There, the bikers — many of 
them veterans — will join Roll¬ 
ing Thunder, a much larger non¬ 
profit advocacy group that rides 
to bring attention to the plight of 
prisoners of war and those miss¬ 
ing in action. From the staging 
area at the Pentagon, Rolling 
Thunder — along with smaller 
groups like Ride of the Patriots 

— heads to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington. 

Ken Lyons, one of the coordina¬ 
tors for Ride of the Patriots, said 
the group started small, but now 
has 4,000 motorcycles taking part 
in the ride to the Pentagon. 

Lyons, who jokes that he was 
once the “oldest second lieutenant 
in the Army,” said people show 
up to ride for a variety of reasons 

— camaraderie, Memorial Day 
observance or simply the fun of 
taking a bike on an empty stretch 
of road. (Police cordon off sec¬ 


tions of the road for the ride.) 

There is one theme that ties 
riders together over Memorial 
Day, Lyons said. “We all know 
people who were in the military,” 
he said. “We all know people 
who went there and didn’t come 
back.” 

Many of the riders are veter¬ 
ans. Some, like Don Withrow, 
have multiple combat deploy¬ 
ments under their belts. Withrow, 
73, is the “Boss Hog” of the Ride 
of the Patriots, a job he sums up 
colloquially as “the buck stops 
here.” Withrow has seen the ride 
grow from a loosely organized 
group of bikers focused on bring¬ 
ing together Vietnam War vets 
into a force that unites veterans 
from wars past and present. 

“We found that the more we 
talked to people ... they wanted 
more, they wanted more mean¬ 
ing for it,” Withrow said. “So, we 
started reaching back to Korea 
and to WWII to get some of those 
veterans to come in and talk to 
the folks.” 

Withrow, a retired Army officer 
who deployed twice to Vietnam, 
said the ride has had a big impact 
on bridging the gap between vet¬ 
erans from different eras. 

“You start learning tons of stuff 
about what they went through and 
how different it was then to what 
I experienced,” he said. “There 
is such a difference between you 
now and me then, and the cir¬ 
cumstances we were in.” 

Retired Staff Sgt. Allen Foster, 
an Army veteran who left the ser¬ 
vice in 2010, has done the ride for 
the past five years. He said the 


sense of community among its 
members has been important to 
his return to civilian life. 

“It’s really good because there 
is something missing when you 
retire. You miss that camarade¬ 
rie, you miss having people that 
understand what you’ve been 
through and where you’re com¬ 
ing from,” he said. 

“I bought a motorcycle, but I 
inherited a family.” 

Lyons estimates that 8,000 
people will attend this year’s ride. 
The streets of Fairfax will be 
lined, as they are every year, with 
spectators and well-wishers. 

Longtime rider Holly Russo, an 
Air Force veteran, said the sight 
of a community coming together 
still moves her. 

“We feel it’s important to re¬ 
member all the other vets, not 
only the ones who came home, 
but more importantly the ones 
that didn’t come home,” she said. 
“That many people coming to- 



Retired Army Staff Sgt. Allen 
Foster will miss this year’s ride, 
but has participated in the event 
for the past five years. 

gether for that is awesome.” 

darnell.michael@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MikeSDarnell 


By Regina Garcia Cano 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Nevada for 
years was the only game in town if 
you wanted to place a bet on your 
favorite team. Federal law pro¬ 
hibited sports wagering in most 
states, leaving sports books in the 
Nevada’s casinos as the only way 
to bet legally on football, basket¬ 
ball and other sports. 

That all changed Monday when 
the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down the 1992 law. 

But don’t look for the casinos to 
turn their ballroom-sized sports 
betting palaces into Keno lounges. 
In fact, operators in the nation’s 
gambling mecca have been ex¬ 
pecting this day to come and they 
say they are ready to double down 
on sports betting. 

“Some people look at this as a 
threat,” Jay Kornegay, the sports 
book director at the Westgate ca¬ 
sino-resort. “Others look at it as an 
opportunity. We’ve been prepar¬ 
ing for this decision for a very long 
time.” 

Operators on Monday did not 
express any concerns over their 
Las Vegas market, and instead, 
signaled they are ready to embark 
on efforts to operate sports books 
in states that end up allowing them 
— plans that could become a land 
rush of sorts. Financial analysts 
also do not foresee the ruling hav¬ 
ing an adverse impact on the city’s 
sports betting activity — which 
accounts for a relatively small por¬ 
tion of the total gambling revenue. 

“(Customers) are telling us that 
if they can participate in sports 
betting at home, whether they 
live in Mississippi or New Jersey 
or Massachusetts, it will only in¬ 
crease their interest in the sport 
and their team, and they will abso¬ 
lutely want to come to Las Vegas to 
root their team on, whether it’s in 
a tournament or on TV or actually 
physically playing,” MGM Resorts 
International CEO Jim Murren 
told The Associated Press. “... The 
parallel would be if you think back 
on casino expansion throughout 
the United States, that has actually 
benefited MGM in Las Vegas be¬ 
cause people want to go to the mar¬ 
ket leader, which Las Vegas is the 
undisputed leader in the United 
States. I think the same will hap¬ 
pen with sports betting as well.” 

The company operates 10 major 
casino-resorts in Las Vegas, two 
in Mississippi, and one each in 
Detroit, New Jersey and Mary¬ 
land, just minutes away from the 
nation’s capital. 

The now-unconstitutional Pro¬ 
fessional and Amateur Sports 
Protection Act barred state-autho¬ 
rized sports gambling with some 
exceptions. The 1992 law made 
Nevada the only state where a per¬ 
son could wager on the results of a 
single game. 
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10 Calif, kids removed; parents deny torture 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Ina Rogers talks with reporters Monday in Fairfield, Calif. Authorities 
removed Rogers’ 10 children who were living at the home on March 
31, and placed them in protective custody after one of them ran 
away. Rogers faces charges of child neglect. 


By Jonathan J. Cooper 
and Janie Har 

Associated Press 

FAIRFIELD, Calif. — A North¬ 
ern California woman denied 
that she or her husband abused 
their 10 children after authorities 
said the kids suffered puncture 
wounds, burns, bruising and in¬ 
juries consistent with being shot 
with a pellet gun. 

The children, ages 4 months 
to 12 years, were removed from 
their home March 31 after Ina 
Rogers contacted authorities to 
report that her oldest child was 
missing, police said Monday. 

Officers went to the home in 
Fairfield 46 miles northeast of 
San Francisco and found filthy 
conditions, Lt. Greg Hurlbut 
said. 

“Officers located unsafe and 
unsanitary living conditions in¬ 
cluding garbage and spoiled food 
on the floor, animal and human 
feces and a large amount of de¬ 
bris making areas of the house 
unpassable,” he said. 

Authorities said some of the 
injuries to the children appeared 
to have been caused by someone 
shooting a pellet gun. 

The father, Jonathan Allen, 
29, was arrested Friday after the 
children were interviewed. He 
has pleaded not guilty to seven 
counts of torture and nine counts 
of felony child abuse and was 
being held on $5.2 million bail. 

The children did not require 
medical attention when they 
were removed. Stories about the 
alleged abuse came out gradually 
over the past six weeks and eight 


of the children told professionals 
about incidents dating back sev¬ 
eral years, authorities said. 

Sharon Henry, chief depu¬ 
ty district attorney for Solano 
County, said she was “horrified” 
by the children’s statements and 
that torture was carried out in 
the house “for sadistic purposes.” 
She declined to elaborate. 

“It literally breaks your heart, 
and you’re outraged by how a 
parent or anyone could commit 
those acts,” Henry said. 

Rogers, 30, was arrested on sus¬ 
picion of neglect last month and 
released after posting $10,000 
bail. 

She denied Monday her hus¬ 
band had abused the children. 

“There’s no broken bones, there 
is no major scars, nothing,” Rog¬ 
ers told reporters in front of her 
house. “My kids get bumped and 
bruised and scratched because 
they’re kids but that’s it.” 

Rogers gave journalists a tour 
of the house, a four-bedroom 
home with scuffed walls and ani¬ 
mal feces in the bathroom. 

Rogers said the children slept 
in one bedroom because they 
were close and that cots were 
stored in a bedroom closet. The 
home’s other rooms were used as 
a master bedroom, playroom and 
meditation room. 

On the day the children were 
removed, the house was messy 
because she had just torn it apart 
looking for her missing son, who 
was angry because his parents 
had taken away his tablet com¬ 
puter, Rogers said. 

Rogers said she feels the fam¬ 
ily is being judged for having so 


many children and choosing to 
home-school them. 

She and her husband both 
came from broken homes and 
they wanted a large family, Rog¬ 
ers said. 

Child protection officials made 
one prior visit to the home several 
years ago, Rogers said. She did 
not say why. 

Rogers said she works the 
graveyard shift as an EKG tech¬ 
nician at a heart monitoring com¬ 
pany and her husband is a tattoo 
artist. 

Aleida Quartman, 23, who de¬ 
scribed herself as Rogers’ co¬ 


worker, said the mother spoiled 
her children. 

The messy house was just life 
with children, cats, a dog and 
fish, Quartman said. 

“She told me she’s never lived 
alone and now that her kids are 
gone and her husband is gone, 
she’s just a mess,” Quartman 
said. 

Peggy Allen, the mother of Jon¬ 
athan Allen, said she had talked 
to Rogers about the importance 
of keeping a clean house. 

She is estranged from her son 
and he has kept his family away 
from the children, she said. 



Solano County (Calif.) Sheriff’s Office/ 

via AP 


Rogers’ husband, Jonathan 
Allen, has been charged with 
torture and child abuse after an 
investigation revealed a lengthy 
period of severe physical and 
emotional abuse. 

“We’re a Christian family and 
Jonathan has not been raised that 
way,” she said. 

Neighbor Larry Magnaye said 
he had no idea there were 10 chil¬ 
dren living in the house across 
the street. 

The parents waved when leav¬ 
ing the driveway, but he never 
saw the children in the yard or 
heard them playing in the back¬ 
yard pool. 

“It’s a pretty big house,” Mag¬ 
naye said. “But I don’t know how 
you can keep it quiet when you 
have 10 kids. I can’t keep it quiet 
with one, two you know?” 


Appeals court to weigh 
Trump’s DACA decision 


Report finds cases of STDs 
reach all-time high in Calif. 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The number 
of cases of sexually transmitted 
diseases in California reached a 
record high last year and officials 
are particularly concerned by a 
spike in stillbirths due to congeni¬ 
tal syphilis, state health authori¬ 
ties said Monday. 

More than 300,000 cases of 
chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphi¬ 
lis were reported in 2017, a 45 
percent increase from five years 
ago, according to data released 
by the California Department of 
Public Health. 

Chlamydia and gonorrhea are 
most common among people 
under 30, the report said. Rates 
of chlamydia are highest among 
young women, while men account 
for the majority of syphilis and 
gonorrhea cases. 

If left untreated, chlamydia and 
gonorrhea can lead to infertility, 
ectopic pregnancy and chronic 
pelvic pain. Syphilis can result in 
blindness, hearing loss and neu¬ 
rologic problems. 

The figure that caused the 
greatest alarm for researchers 


and administrators was 30 still¬ 
births resulting from congenital 
syphilis statewide — the highest 
number reported since 1995, the 
CDPH said. Los Angeles County 
alone saw congenital syphilis 
cases jump from eight in 2013 to 
47 last year. 

“For California to have a steady 
increase in congenital syphilis is 
shameful,” said Dr. Jeffrey Klaus- 
ner, a professor of medicine at 
University of California, Los An¬ 
geles. He pointed to nations such 
as Cuba, Thailand and Belarus 
that have nearly eliminated the 
life-threatening infection seen in 
infants. 

“We’ve known how to control 
syphilis since [the] early 1900s. 
Seeing it come back like this is a 
sign of failure of the public health 
safety net,” Klausner said. 

Klausner placed much of the 
blame for the overall STD spike 
on what he called the “decima¬ 
tion” of public health infrastruc¬ 
ture since the 2008 financial 
crisis. Funding slashed a decade 
ago hasn’t been restored, lead¬ 
ing to continued closing of clinics 
and collapse of education pro¬ 


grams about risks and treatment 
options. 

Dr. Heidi Bauer, chief of the 
state health department’s STD 
Control Branch, agreed that bud¬ 
get issues are part of the problem. 
She estimated that about $20 mil¬ 
lion in state and federal money is 
allocated yearly to fighting STDs 
— a small number in a state with 
nearly 40 million residents. 

Bauer also suggested the rise 
in STDs may be a symptom of 
more general problems in areas 
such as the economically hard-hit 
San Joaquin Valley where people 
are struggling with poverty, sub¬ 
stance abuse, mental health is¬ 
sues and homelessness. 

She also partially blamed the 
funneling of patients away from 
public health services toward pri¬ 
mary care physicians under the 
Affordable Care Act. 

“For sexual health, primary 
care wasn’t the most effective 
method,” Bauer said. Someone 
who depended on public clinics 
for STD screening and treatment 
may not want to discuss it with 
their doctor, or may not have a 
doctor at all, she said. 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
Trump administration will try 
to convince a U.S. appeals court 
Tuesday that it was justified in 
ending an Obama-era immigra¬ 
tion policy that shielded hundreds 
of thousands of young immigrants 
from deportation. 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals will be the first federal 
appeals court to hear arguments 
about President Donald Trump’s 
decision to phase out the De¬ 
ferred Action for Childhood Ar¬ 
rivals program. 

DACA has protected some 
700,000 people who were brought 
to the U.S. illegally as children 
or came with families that over¬ 
stayed visas. 

A federal judge in San Francis¬ 
co in January blocked the Trump 
administration’s decision to end 
DACA, reinstating the program 
in a decision that applied nation¬ 
wide. U.S. District Judge William 
Alsup rejected the argument that 
President Barack Obama ex¬ 
ceeded his power in implement¬ 
ing DACA and said the Trump 
administration failed to consider 
the disruption that ending the 
program would cause. 

“This has become an important 


program for DACA recipients and 
their families, the employers who 
hire them, for our tax treasuries, 
and for our economy,” the judge 
said. 

The Trump administration 
said it was forced to act because 
Texas and other states threat¬ 
ened to sue, raising the prospect 
of a chaotic end to the program. It 
wants the 9th Circuit to throw out 
Alsup’s ruling along with the five 
lawsuits he considered, including 
one by the state of California and 
another by the University of Cali¬ 
fornia’s governing body. 

Federal judges in New York 
and Washington, D.C., also have 
ruled against the Trump admin¬ 
istration on DACA. The 2nd U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals is ex¬ 
pected to hear arguments this 
summer on an appeal of the New 
York judge’s ruling. 

The DACA decision appears 
likely to end up before the U.S. 
Supreme Court eventually. 

The administration has been 
critical of the 9th Circuit and took 
the unusual step of trying to side¬ 
step the appeals court and have 
the California DACA cases heard 
directly by the Supreme Court. 
The high court in February de¬ 
clined to do so. 
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Israel faces backlash after dozens killed in Gaza 



Majdi Mohammed/AP 


A protester holds a Palestinian flag Tuesday during clashes with Israeli 
forces after a rally to mark the 70th anniversary of what Palestinians 
call their “nakba,” or catastrophe — the uprooting of hundreds of 
thousands in the Mideast war over Israel’s 1948 creation. 


Marines boost security at 
embassies amid protests 


By Fares Akram 
and Karin Laub 

Associated. Press 

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Is¬ 
rael faced a growing backlash 
Tuesday and new charges of 
using excessive force, a day after 
Israeli troops firing from across 
a border fence killed 59 Pales¬ 
tinians and wounded more than 
2,700 at a mass protest in Gaza. 

Turkey expelled Israel’s am¬ 
bassador, while Ireland and Bel¬ 
gium summoned Israeli envoys. 
Leading European countries 
and the U.N. human rights office 
called for an investigation of the 
bloodshed. 

Israel says it has the right to 
defend its border against a pos¬ 
sible mass breach and accuses 
Gaza’s Hamas rulers of trying to 
carry out attacks under the cover 
of the protests. A military spokes¬ 
man said Tuesday that 14 of those 
killed a day earlier were involved 
in attacks. 

Monday marked the deadliest 
day in Gaza since a 2014 cross- 
border war with Israel, and was 
part of a high-stakes campaign 
by the Islamic militant Hamas 
to break a decadelong border 
blockade. 

In jarring contrast to the Gaza 
bloodshed, the U.S. held a festive 
inauguration ceremony for a new 
U.S. Embassy in contested Jeru¬ 
salem at the same time Monday, 
just several dozen miles away. 
The juxtaposition of violence on 
the Gaza border and festivities 
attended by a Trump adminis¬ 
tration delegation — captured on 
split screens in TV broadcasts 
around the world — briefly drew 
attention to the plight of Gaza and 
its 2 million people. 

The relocation of the embassy 


from Tel Aviv, condemned by 
Palestinians as blatantly pro-Is- 
rael, further dimmed prospects 
of what President Donald Trump 
had once touted as plans to negoti¬ 
ate the “deal of the century.” The 
Palestinians seek Israeli-annexed 
east Jerusalem as a capital. 

The high casualty toll revived 
international criticism of Israel’s 
open-fire policies. Rights groups 
have said the use of potentially 
lethal force against protesters 
who pose no immediate threat 
to soldiers’ lives is unlawful. The 
military has said presumably less 
lethal rubber-coated steel pellets 
are not effective in keeping dem¬ 
onstrators from the fence. 

Germany, Belgium and Ireland 
called for an investigation of the 
violence. 

The U.N. Security Council 
planned to meet Tuesday to dis¬ 


cuss the violence, though it was 
not clear what might come out of 
the session. 

On Tuesday, there were no 
signs that Hamas had made a 
breakthrough in shaking off the 
blockade imposed by Israel and 
Egypt. Egypt extended the open¬ 
ing of its border crossing with 
Gaza, initially set to continue for 
four days, by two more days, until 
Thursday. Typically, the Rafah 
crossing is closed for most of the 
year. 

Protest organizers said Tues¬ 
day was set aside for funerals, 
in an apparent attempt to lower 
expectations of another mass 
protest later in the day. Thou¬ 
sands joined funeral processions 
Tuesday, though many of those 
killed Monday had been buried 
the same day, in line with Muslim 
tradition. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Pen¬ 
tagon sent Marines to bolster 
security at American com¬ 
pounds overseas as the United 
States formally moved its em¬ 
bassy in Israel from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem, military officials 
said Monday. 

Marines were deployed to 
“several U.S. embassies” on 
temporary assignments to 
augment security during a 
“heightened threat environ¬ 
ment,” said Navy Lt. Cmdr. 
Rebecca Rebarich, a Pentagon 
spokeswoman. 

The controversial move 
Monday of the U.S. embassy 
to Jerusalem sparked bloody 
clashes between Palestinian 
protestors and Israeli forces 
along Gaza’s border. Israelis 
and Palestinians both claim 
Jerusalem as their capital. 
The Associated Press report¬ 
ed more than 50 Palestinians 
were fatally shot by Israeli 
soldiers and some 2,400 others 
were wounded in the exchang¬ 
es, which included firebombs 
lobbed at Israeli troops by 
protestors. 

Rebarich said the Penta¬ 
gon could not say how many 
Marines were deployed or to 
which embassies, citing secu¬ 
rity concerns. The Marines 
were deployed from the Ma¬ 
rine Security Guard Augmen¬ 


tation Unit from Quantico, Va., 
a unit designed specifically 
to respond to such security 
threats worldwide at the State 
Department’s request, a Ma¬ 
rine official said. 

NBC News reported the ad¬ 
ditional Marines were sent to 
embassies in Israel, Jordan 
and Turkey, citing five un¬ 
named defense officials. They 
reported only modest increas¬ 
es of more than 10 but less than 
several dozen Marines at each 
location, according to three of 
the unnamed officials. 

The Department of Defense 
“takes necessary steps to miti¬ 
gate threats to U.S. person¬ 
nel, embassies and consulates 
around the world,” Rebarich 
said. “... Augmentation is con¬ 
ducted regularly when a diplo¬ 
matic post faces a heightened 
threat environment.” 

In the event a U.S. embassy 
or consulate were to come 
under the threat of attack, Ma¬ 
rine Fleet Anti-Terrorism Se¬ 
curity Teams, known as FAST 
companies, would be deployed 
to respond, according to the 
Marine Corps. The teams are 
designed to prevent or react to 
an overrun of U.S. government 
assets and protect employ¬ 
ees and property. FAST units 
typically deploy as platoons of 
about 50 Marines. 

dickstein. corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Cleric’s Iraqi election win could impact US troops’ presence 


By Tamer El-Ghobashy 
and Mustafa Salim 
The Washington Post 

BAGHDAD — The surprisingly strong 
showing of a ticket backed by maverick 
cleric Moqtada al-Sadr in Iraqi elections 
over the weekend will force U.S. officials to 
recalculate how best to pursue American 
interests in the region at an especially sen¬ 
sitive moment. 

Sadr is a ferocious critic of American 
policies in the Middle 
East, and his unex¬ 
pected electoral haul 
immediately calls 
into question the con¬ 
tinuing presence of 
U.S. troops in Iraq. 
But his spokesman 
said Sadr supports 
honoring commit¬ 
ments between Iraq 
and the United States 
Sadr concerning the train¬ 

ing of Iraq’s security 
forces and weapons purchases as long as 
they serve Iraq’s interests and there “is no 
interference on the sovereignty of Iraq.” 

Sadr’s ticket won the most seats in Iraq’s 
parliamentary election, according to results 
from all 18 provinces released Monday, 
placing him in the best position to select the 
country’s next prime minister and set the 


course for how the nation emerges from a 
costly war against Islamic State. 

His ascendancy comes at the expense 
of incumbent Prime Minister Haider al- 
Abadi, the preferred candidate of the Unit¬ 
ed States, who came in third. 

The Shiite cleric first gained interna¬ 
tional notice as a young militia leader who 
fought U.S. troops after the 2003 invasion 
of Iraq. 

But Sadr has grown increasingly prag¬ 
matic over the years and formed a cross¬ 
sectarian electoral alliance emphasizing 
Iraqi nationalism over loyalty to Iranian 
clerics and American military and politi¬ 
cal backing. He has also broken ranks with 
Iraq’s Shiite establishment by denouncing 
Iran’s involvement in Syria’s civil war and 
its bid for expanded influence in Iraq. 

“He’s the only politician with a clear vi¬ 
sion for Iraq,” said a Western diplomat who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity to give 
a frank assessment of Sadr. “Iraq first, 
eradicate corruption and a technocratic 
government.” 

Sadr is distrusted by both the United 
States and Iran for his active opposition to 
both countries. He has balked, for instance, 
at Iran’s efforts to extend its influence 
through military assistance and political 
backing of hard-line Shiite politicians. Like 
the United States, Iran will now also have 
to recalibrate how to advance its interests 


in Iraq, where Sadr’s independence has 
made him attractive to some of Iran’s rivals 
in the Arab world. 

Tensions in the region have mounted 
— and in particular between the United 
States and Iran — partly because of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s decision last week to 
withdraw the United States from the nucle¬ 
ar deal with Tehran. 

Sadr surprised allies and opponents alike 
with his strong showing across the majority 
of Iraqi provinces, where voters responded 
to his message of fighting corruption and 
reforming Iraq’s patronage-heavy political 
system. 

Analysts say he also benefited from his 
ability to command a fiercely loyal base 
in an election that saw historically low 
turnout. 

Sadr’s electoral list, however, fell far 
short of a majority. That would offer a life¬ 
line to Abadi, if he can work out an agree¬ 
ment with Sadr and other reform-minded 
parties that won handfuls of seats. How 
the vote tally translates into parliamentary 
seats will be announced later this week, 
Iraq’s election commission said. 

Abadi’s supporters and opponents had 
considered his ticket the most likely to pre¬ 
vail in the election and secure him a second 
term as prime minister. 

Though Abadi is a Shiite, he performed 
poorly in Iraq’s Shiite heartland but made 
history by becoming the only incumbent to 


ever win Sunni-majority Mosul. As a result, 
he can argue that he is the only credible 
politician representing a “national coali¬ 
tion” — but he would do so from a much 
weaker position, said Kirk Sowell, the pub¬ 
lisher of Inside Iraqi Politics, an influential 
newsletter. 

“Abadi will be entirely dependent on 
Sadr for his reelection now,” Sowell said. 

Abadi has clearly supported the pres¬ 
ence of U.S. troops. The Pentagon has seen 
a continuing role for U.S. forces in prevent¬ 
ing a resurgence of Islamic State, and De¬ 
fense Secretary Jim Mattis told Congress 
last month that he would support a residual 
force if the Iraqi government agreed to the 
presence. At the same hearing, Marine 
Corps Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the U.S. mili¬ 
tary learned its lesson by departing Iraq 
too hastily in late 2011 and allowing ISIS 
to grow. 

The Pentagon and U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand, which oversees the Middle East, 
declined to say Monday how the outcome 
of the Iraqi election could impact the pres¬ 
ence of American troops. “We continue to 
operate to defeat ISIS for the long-term 
and continue to support the Iraqi national 
security forces and help them to become 
a self-sufficient, sustainable entity,” said 
Eric Pahon, a spokesman for the Defense 
Department. 
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A Bahraini woman walks past images of political prisoners plastered on a wall in Sanabis, Bahrain, in 
2015. Prosecutors in Bahrain said Tuesday that a court has revoked the citizenship of 115 people in a 
mass terrorism trial. 

Bahrain revokes citizenship of 
115 people in mass terrorism trial 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — A Bahrain 
court on Tuesday revoked the citizenship of 115 
people at a mass terrorism trial, sentencing dozens 
to prison amid a yearslong crackdown on all dissent 
in the island kingdom. 

Bahrain’s Public Prosecution said the case in¬ 
volved a little-known militant group it identified as 
the “Zulfiqar Brigades,” whose mass arrests author¬ 
ities previously announced in 2016. 

Prosecutors said those accused built and detonat¬ 
ed bombs, received weapons training and plotted to 
kill police officers in Bahrain, an island off the coast 
of Saudi Arabia in the Persian Gulf. 

A statement from prosecutors said 53 defendants 
received life sentences, while dozens of others faced 
prison time. It said 23 defendants were acquitted. 

Bahraini officials did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment for more information. 

Bahrain, a nation only some 290 square miles in 
size, is home to some 1.4 million people. About half 


are Bahraini citizens, the majority of them Shiite. 
The island is also home to the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet 
and a new British naval base. 

The island has been ruled since 1783 by the Sunni 
A1 Khalifa family. King Hamad, who took the throne 
in 1999, initially took steps to move the country from 
an absolute monarchy to a constitutional one. The 
first parliamentary elections since 1973 were held 
in 2002. 

However, the island’s Shiite majority accused 
the government of treating them like second-class 
citizens. They joined pro-democracy activists in de¬ 
manding more political freedoms in 2011, as Arab 
Spring protests swept the wider Middle East. Saudi 
and Emirati troops ultimately helped violently put 
down the demonstrations. 

Amid this recent crackdown, local Shiite militant 
groups have carried out several attacks on security 
forces. Independent news gathering in Bahrain also 
has grown more difficult, with the government re¬ 
fusing to accredit two Associated Press reporters 
and others while shutting down a prominent local 
independent newspaper. 


14th human foot washes ashore in Canada 


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. 

The Washington Post 

All but one of the 239 people 
on the doomed Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 370 had probably been un¬ 
conscious — incapacitated by the 
sudden depressurization of the 
Boeing 777 — and had no way 
of knowing that they were on an 
hours-long, meandering path to 
their deaths. 

Along that path, a panel of avia¬ 
tion experts said Sunday, was a 
brief but telling detour near Pen¬ 
ang, Malaysia, the hometown of 
Capt. Zaharie Ahmad Shah. 

On two occasions, whoever 
was in control of the plane — and 
was probably the only one awake 

— tipped the craft to the left. 

The experts believe Zaharie, 

the plane’s pilot, was taking a 
final look. 

That is the chilling theory that 
the team of analysts assembled 
by Australia’s “60 Minutes” have 
posited about the final hours of 
MH370. 

They suspect that the plane’s 
2014 disappearance and appar¬ 
ent crash was a suicide by Zaha¬ 
rie, 53, and a premeditated act of 
mass murder. 

But first, the experts said, they 
believe Zaharie depressurized 
the plane, knocking out anyone 
aboard who wasn’t wearing an 
oxygen mask. That would ex¬ 
plain the silence from the plane 
as it veered wildly off course: no 
mayday from the craft’s radio, no 
final goodbye texts, no attempted 
emergency calls that failed to 
connect. 

That would also explain how 
whoever was in control had time 
to maneuver the plane to its final 
location. 

The wreckage has not been 
found, though hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollars have gone into the 
four-year search. The secret of 
what happened in the final mo¬ 
ments of the ill-fated flight — and 
the motive behind it all — prob¬ 
ably died with its passengers and 
pilot. 

But the “60 Minutes” team 

— which included aviation spe¬ 
cialists, the former Australian 
Transport Safety Bureau chief in 
charge of investigating MH370’s 
crash and an oceanographer — 
put forth what they believe is the 
most likely theory. 

“The thing that gets discussed 
the most is that at the point where 
the pilot turned the transponder 
off, that he depressurized the air¬ 
plane, which would disable the 
passengers,” said Larry Vance, a 
veteran aircraft investigator from 
Canada. “He was killing himself. 
Unfortunately, he was killing ev¬ 
eryone else onboard. And he did 
it deliberately.” 

Zaharie’s suspected suicide 


He was killing 
himself. Unfortunately, 
he was killing everyone 
else onboard. And he 
did it deliberately, f 

Larry Vance 

aircraft investigator 

might explain an oddity about the 
plane’s final flight path: that un¬ 
expected turn to the left. 

“Captain Zaharie dipped his 
wing to see Penang, his home 
town,” Simon Hardy, a Boeing 
777 senior pilot and instructor, 
said on “60 Minutes.” 

“If you look very carefully, you 
can see it’s actually a turn to the 
left, and then start a long turn to 
the right. And then [he does] an¬ 
other left turn. So I spent a long 
time thinking about what this 
could be, what technical reason 
is there for this and, after two 
months, three months thinking 
about this, I finally got the an¬ 
swer: Someone was looking out 
the window.” 

“It might be a long emotional 
goodbye,” Hardy added. “Or a 
short emotional goodbye to his 
home town.” 

Flight 370 disappeared March 
8, 2014, shortly after leaving 
Kuala Lumpur, with 239 people 
aboard who believed they were 
bound for Beijing. 

The craft is thought to have 
crashed in the far southern In¬ 
dian Ocean. 

The “60 Minutes” experts tried 
to answer one of the biggest ques¬ 
tions surrounding the flight: How 
could a modern aircraft tracked 
by radar and satellites simply 
disappear? 

Because, they say, Zaharie 
wanted it to. And the veteran pilot, 
who had nearly 20,000 hours of 
flight experience and had built 
a flight simulator in his home, 
knew exactly how to do it. 

For example, at one point, he 
flew near the border of Malaysia 
and Thailand, crisscrossing into 
the airspace of both, Hardy said. 
But neither country was likely 
to see the plane as a threat be¬ 
cause it was on the edge of their 
airspace. 

“Both of the controllers aren’t 
bothered about this mysterious 
aircraft because, oh, it’s gone, it’s 
not in our space anymore,” Hardy 
said. “If you were commissioning 
me to do this operation and try to 
make a 777 disappear, I would do 
the same thing. As far as I’m con¬ 
cerned, it’s very accurate flying, 
and it did the job.” 


By Amy B Wang 

The Washington Post 

Like nearly all of the 13 human 
feet that had mysteriously washed 
up on Canadian shores before it, 
the 14th foot appeared, unexpect¬ 
edly, on the banks of the Salish 
Sea in British Columbia. This 
time, a man walking the beach on 
Gabriola Island discovered the ap¬ 
pendage May 6, trapped in a mass 
of logs, according to the Royal Ca¬ 
nadian Mounted Police. 

The law-enforcement agency 
described the foot as “disarticu¬ 
lated” — that is to say, disconnect¬ 
ed from the human body to which 
it had belonged. It did not specify 
if it was a left foot or a right foot. 
Curiously, Foot No. 14 was clad in 
a hiking boot; all but one of the 
others had been wearing athletic 
sneakers. 

So continues the mystery of the 
human feet floating ashore in the 
Pacific Northwest, a phenomenon 


that has captivated residents, 
scientists and area law enforce¬ 
ment since 2007. In August of that 
year, not one but two disembodied 
human feet, both right ones, were 
found on islands in the Salish Sea, 
a network of coastal waterways 
between Vancouver Island and 
Canada’s westernmost province. 

Over the next year, four more 
feet would appear in the region’s 
inlets and beaches. 

At the time, officials empha¬ 
sized none of the human remains 
had shown signs of trauma. 

With time and DNA testing, offi¬ 
cials were able to positively match 
the wayward feet with people who 
had been reported missing. In the 
process, less sensational but no 
less tragic stories emerged. 

One of the first feet discovered 
was eventually linked to a missing 
Vancouver man who had suffered 
from depression and emotional 
distress, the Seattle Times re¬ 
ported in 2008. 


On a few occasions, corre¬ 
sponding left and right feet have 
appeared within a few months of 
each other. Two of the feet that 
washed ashore in 2008 — one in 
February and the other in mid- 
June — were found on separate 
islands in British Columbia, clad 
in matching size 11 Nike running 
shoes. In 2011, the British Colum¬ 
bia Coroners Service used DNA 
analysis to identify those two feet 
as having belonged to a 21-year- 
old Surrey resident reported 
missing in 2004. 

“Autopsies indicated the feet had 
not been mechanically removed 
but rather separated through the 
natural processes that occur in a 
marine environment,” the coro¬ 
ner’s office said then. 

In one remarkable case, a right 
boot found in Port Moody in 2011 
was linked to a man who was re¬ 
ported missing in 1985, according 
to the coroner’s office. 
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OPINION _ 

Putin isn’t as all-powerful as he looks 


By Jackson Diehl 
The Washington Post 

V ladimir Putin’s grim, business¬ 
like inauguration to a fourth term 
as Russian president last week 
was accompanied by equally 
grim commentaries about his grip on the 
country. He may have stolen the election, it 
was said, but the vast majority of Russians 
support him and his regime. He may have 
eliminated all serious opposition, through 
prohibitions, imprisonment and the occa¬ 
sional murder, but his country is unsuited 
for democracy anyway. 

There’s a tiresome illogic to such stuff: If 
80 percent of voters support you, why not 
let your main opponent compete, and prove 
it? If Russians are really content with po¬ 
litical serfdom, why did tens of thousands 
of them take to the streets of more than 
60 cities two days before the inaugura¬ 
tion, carrying signs saying things such as 
“Putin is not our Tsar”? 

How refreshing, then, to meet the group 
of Russians who appeared in Washington 
last week, shortly after Putin’s swearing- 
in: Opposition activists who are not just 
protesting but also organizing grass-roots 
movements in and around Moscow — and 
who delivered a small but startling rebuff 
to the Kremlin a few months ago. Theirs is 
a more realistic, grounded view of Putin’s 
Russia, which is a place where discontent 
is growing, the desire for civil rights is 
tangible and the prospect of democratic 
change is, in the longer term, real. 

“Yes, we believe in [Putin’s] polls, but 
things can change very fast if there is a 
real opposition,” said Natalia Shavshukova, 
a former municipal council member who 
now trains local politicians. Her proof? In 


the municipal elections in the Moscow re¬ 
gion in September, independent candidates 
won 260 of about 1,500 seats, compared 
with 30 in the previous election. One of the 
districts lost by the government was the 
Moscow area including the Kremlin. 

Wait, you say: A real democratic election? 
In Putin’s Russia? It turns out they can still 
happen on the local level, largely because 
the regime lacks the resources to suppress 
independent candidates or steal votes in 
every municipal council. In that space, 
grass-roots movements have sprung up: 
People angry about toxic garbage dumps, 
a destructive urban renewal plan or local 
corruption are banding together, finding 
candidates and getting them elected, using 
the mostly empty shells of legally tolerated 
political parties as their vehicles. 

“We have already proved that opposi¬ 
tion candidates are able to win at the local 
level. That’s because the authorities didn’t 
think we were dangerous,” said Vladislav 
Naganov, a 30-something lawyer who was 
elected to the Khimki district council out¬ 
side Moscow. Added Julia Galiamina, of 
the Timiryazevsky district council: “Our 
behavior changed the system. When we 
work on the ground and lead a good team, 
we win.” 

If opposition leaders do start to look 
dangerous, of course, bad things happen 
to them. Yevgeny Urlashov, a charismatic 
opposition leader who in 2012 won election 
as mayor of Yaroslavl, a city of 600,000, is 
now serving a 12-year prison sentence on 
trumped-up charges. Boris Nemtsov, a na¬ 
tional opposition leader, was murdered on 
a bridge outside the Kremlin in 2015. Alex¬ 
ei Navalny, who succeeded him as Putin’s 
chief nemesis, has been banned from elec¬ 
tions and subjected to constant harassment 


since receiving 27 percent of the vote in a 
2013 contest for mayor of Moscow. 

What the emerging local movements 
show, though, is that if Putin is seeking to 
create a model of 21st-century authoritari¬ 
an government in Russia, he’s not succeed¬ 
ing. His regime consists of a centralized, 
mafia-like clique that controls the mili¬ 
tary, security services, state television and 
a number of big companies but — unlike 
in the Soviet era — not everything. Wher¬ 
ever it retreats — and under mounting 
economic pressure, the regime is retreat¬ 
ing — an independent civil society springs 
up. That’s especially true among younger 
people, who make up a large share of the 
opposition candidates in local elections. 

Though they don’t get much atten¬ 
tion, popular protests are slowly growing 
around Russia. They are triggered by the 
abuses and disasters of a failing govern¬ 
ment — such as the shopping-mall fire that 
killed 64 people in Siberia in March, or the 
landfill emitting toxic fumes in the Mos¬ 
cow suburb of Volokolamsk last month. 

Shavshukova said that for many of those 
turning out for demonstrations, “it’s not a 
political project. But was the Boston Tea 
Party a political project? Nobody knows 
when it starts to turn into politics.” 

It may take a long time. But what seems 
clear in talking to these Russian organiz¬ 
ers is that Putin, the putative all-power¬ 
ful ruler, will not control the timing. “For 
many people, Putin is simply a symbol of 
great Russia,” said Galiamina. “Our goal 
is to show people the connection between 
local problems, their lives and federal poli¬ 
cies. But it’s a very long-term goal. For now, 
we have to show them that politics exists.” 

Jackson Diehl is deputy editorial page editor for 
The Washington Post. 
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By Max Boot 

The Washington Post 

U r I 1 he era of liberal democracy 
I is over.” So said Hungarian 

I Prime Minister Viktor 

Orban last week as he 
began his fourth overall term in office. 
It’s a persuasive message coming from a 
self-proclaimed champion of “illiberal de¬ 
mocracy” who has consolidated near-dicta¬ 
torial power by fomenting anti-immigrant, 
anti-Muslim and anti-Semitic prejudice, 
rewriting electoral laws, and installing his 
cronies to run the media, law enforcement, 
the judiciary, cultural institutions, church¬ 
es, schools and universities. 

What Orban is doing in Hungary is re¬ 
flective of a global trend. According to 
Freedom House, 2017 represented the 
“12th consecutive year of decline in global 
freedom.” This is the era of strongmen, 
such as Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Vladimir 
Putin, Nicolas Maduro and Abdel-Fattah 
el-Sissi, who have brutally snuffed out the 
remnants of democracy in their countries. 
In China, collective rule has given way to 
Xi Jinping’s cult of personality. The Arab 
Spring led to greater despotism and chaos; 
only in Tunisia did a democracy emerge. 

The “end of history” consensus of the 
1990s, which held that liberal democracy 
was fated to triumph, has given way to 
despair that, as former Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright argues in a new book, 
fascism may own the future. But just as it 
was a mistake to assume that the spread of 
freedom was inevitable, it’s also wrong to 
assume that the “spirit of’76” is as passe as 
the tricorn hats and knee breeches worn by 
the Founding Fathers. No one in the world 
lived in a democracy in the 18th century if 
defined to mean universal suffrage; today, 
39 percent of the world’s population lives in 


free countries and 24 percent in partially 
free countries. And wherever you look, you 
see the struggle for liberty. 

On Saturday, more than 10 million Iraqis 
voted in elections that were competitive 
and free of violence. Turnout was low, but 
it was an indication that Iraq’s democracy 
— which appeared to be stillborn in the 
dark days of the American war, 2003-2007, 
and again during the Islamic State war, 
2014-2017 — remains alive. The top vote- 
getter unexpectedly appeared to be an al¬ 
liance between secularists and followers 
of Muqtada al-Sadr, a Shiite firebrand who 
has positioned himself as a foe of corrup¬ 
tion and Iranian influence. 

In Malaysia, an election last week dealt 
the first-ever defeat to the United Malays 
National Organization, the political party 
that has ruled since independence in 1957. 
Prime Minister Najib Razak, who has been 
accused of massive peculation, will be 
replaced by his mentor, 92-year-old for¬ 
mer Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad. 
He promised to release opposition leader 
Anwar Ibrahim from prison and even to 
turn over the country’s leadership to him. 
Given that Mahathir once imprisoned 
Anwar himself, this is a welcome sign. 

Armenia has seen another advance for 
democracy. Peaceful demonstrations in 
Yerevan toppled Serzh Sargsyan, who had 
ruled for the past 10 years as president and 
tried a Putinesque move to stay in power 
as prime minister. He has been replaced 
on an interim basis by the opposition lead¬ 
er Nikol Pashinyan, who became distinc¬ 
tive for protesting in a camouflage T-shirt. 
A peaceful, democratic revolution in a 
former Soviet republic is no small achieve¬ 
ment, given how hard Putin works to sup¬ 
port dictatorships. The price of regime 
change is that Armenia’s revolutionaries, 
unlike their predecessors in Ukraine and 


Georgia, have vowed not to reverse a pro- 
Moscow foreign policy, but this is still prog¬ 
ress for a country struggling with the usual 
post-Soviet corruption and stagnation. 

Protesters in Nicaragua haven’t been 
as successful, but they keep coming out in 
force against the Sandinista leader Daniel 
Ortega even though more than 40 people 
have already been killed in clashes with 
security forces. Having scrapped term 
limits, President Ortega has been in power 
since 2007, ruling with his wife and vice 
president, Rosario Murillo. They have 
bought off big business, silenced the media 
and squelched civil society. But now the 
power couple are forced to compromise 
with demonstrators by rescinding unpopu¬ 
lar cuts to social services. 

Finally, in Poland, more than 50,000 
protesters took to the streets of Warsaw on 
Saturday to protest the growing corrosion 
of democracy at the hands of the populist 
Law and Justice Party. 

I don’t mean to suggest that democracy 
is destined to prevail in Iraq, Malaysia, 
Nicaragua or Poland. But the fact that so 
many people in those countries, separated 
by vast differences in history, religion, eth¬ 
nicity and culture, are struggling for simi¬ 
lar rights is a sign that self-determination 
retains universal appeal. 

Unfashionable as it may be to say so, 
President George W. Bush was right when 
he told the U.N. General Assembly in 2004: 
“The desire for freedom resides in every 
human heart. And that desire cannot be 
contained forever by prison walls or mar¬ 
tial laws or secret police. Over time and 
across the Earth, freedom will find a way.” 
It’s just going to take longer — maybe a lot 
longer — than Bush imagined. 

Max Boot, a Washington Post columnist, is the 
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick senior fellow for national se¬ 
curity studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. 
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OPINION_ 

Sports betting is finally leaving the desert 



TwajUBHEOIlrT 


By Marcus Hayes 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 

A slim, elegant older gen¬ 
tleman took a seat on 
his patio overlooking 
Lake Mead on Monday 
morning, turned on his phone 
and began to parse his wagers 
for the day. Would he bet on the 
Rockets, who were favored by one 
point over the Warriors? Would he 
take his hometown Vegas Golden 
Knights, underdogs in Winnipeg? 

This is how Vegas Vic starts al¬ 
most every day. 

Thanks to a common-sense rul¬ 
ing, soon you can too. Finally. 

“It’s idiotic you had to go to 
‘Tony Two-Toes,’ and ‘Joey Four- 
Fingers’ and all the guys in those 
east coast cities, the gambling 
capitals of the world where the 
mob is running things,”’ Vic 
said. 

Within months, if not weeks, if 
you live in a state that wants to le¬ 
galize sports gambling you won’t 
have to phone your bookmaker. In 
most states you’ll just open an app 
on your phone. 

The U.S. Supreme Court on 
Monday declared unconstitu¬ 
tional the law that prohibited 
most states from legalizing sports 
gambling, bringing into light a 
black market estimated to handle 
at least $150 billion in bets an¬ 
nually. The law was called the 
Professional and Amateur Sports 
Protection Act (PASPA), and it 
was sponsored by former New 
Jersey Sen. Bill Bradley, a basket¬ 
ball star at Princeton and with the 
New York Knicks. The bill passed 
in 1992 with the blessing of the 


professional leagues eager to 
safeguard against game-fixing. 

Which was like killing a fly 
with a bazooka. 

On Monday, the 6-3 decision 
ended decades of hypocrisy by 
leagues who solicited deals with 
casino owners while purporting 
to shun the gambling industry. 

It was New Jersey — yes, 
Bradley’s state — that petitioned 
the court to hear the case, and it 
likely will be the first to benefit. 
Some experts believe that, within 
two weeks, the London-based 
William Hill sports book could 
add sports betting to its racetrack 
at Monmouth Park, N. J. Pennsyl¬ 
vania also has in place a law that 
could quickly add sports gam¬ 
bling in its casinos and “racinos,” 
as does West Virginia. Industry 
experts believe NFL fans in sev¬ 
eral states will be able to bet on 
games when the season begins in 
September. 

“If we do this the right way, 
the only losers will be the illegal 
bookies that have been operating 
a massive black market,” said Joe 
Asher, CEO of William Hill’s op¬ 
erations in the U.S. 

Ever since the court agreed to 
hear the case, DraftKings, the 
Boston-based daily fantasy sports 
company, has been seeking a ca¬ 
sino partner in New Jersey and 
working on a digital platform to 
launch a sports betting operation. 

“This is really our bread-and- 
butter,” said DraftKings CEO 
Jason Robins, whose company 
claims as many as 10 million 
users. “A lot of our customers re¬ 
port they already bet on sports. 


We’ll be able to deliver that better 
than anyone else out there.” 

Massachusetts also has legisla¬ 
tion in place to make sports bet¬ 
ting happen fast, and DraftKings 
has expanded its offices there. 
As many as 20 other states are 
considering legislation that will 
legalize sports betting. 

Everybody wants a piece of this 
action, even the leagues. Each is¬ 
sued pledges Monday to police 
the “integrity” of their sports, but 
betting has been legal in the U.K. 
for years and that society has not 
crumbled. 

Dallas Mavericks owner Mark 
Cuban told CNBC that the value 
of every major sports franchise 
doubled Monday. 

NBA commissioner Adam Sil¬ 
ver has supported legalized bet¬ 
ting for almost four years. This 


winter, in anticipation of a fa¬ 
vorable court ruling, he began a 
campaign to extract a 1 percent 
“integrity fee” from gross rev¬ 
enues realized from betting on 
NBA games. Major League Base¬ 
ball followed suit. That number 
would likely shrink to around 
0.25 percent, since bookmakers 
generally only make about 5 per¬ 
cent profit. 

The next hurdle is determin¬ 
ing how the pie gets sliced. 
Pennsylvania’s existing legisla¬ 
tion, signed into law in October, 
carves out a 36 percent tax rate 
for state and local coffers, which 
is prohibitively high, as well as 
a $10 million licensing fee. West 
Virginia, for comparison, will tax 
at 10 percent with a $100,000 li¬ 
censing fee. Mississippi hasn’t set 
a number yet, and New Jersey’s 


current bill would tax between 8 
and 12.5 percent. Nevada taxes at 
around 7 percent. 

Once the kinks are worked out, 
Vic and Robins agreed, back- 
alley bookies will largely wither 
and die. Some might hold on by 
lowering the “vig,” or service 
charge, from the standard 10 per¬ 
cent to as little as 5 percent, and 
a few bettors might want to shun 
the tax man. 

“Maybe some (gamblers) will 
want to continue because they’ll 
be able to avoid taxes, but I think 
most people don’t think that 
way,” Robins said. “Most people, 
if there’s a legal means to do an 
activity they enjoy, they’re more 
than happy to shift to that.” 

The decision also will turn 
tech-heads ever more toward 
their devices. In states where 
sports betting is legalized online 
as well as in casinos, there will 
be in-game betting from your 
couch, or even from your seat at 
the arena. There already is, said 
Vic, at Knights hockey games, 
and there will be more when the 
NFL’s Raiders arrive in two years. 
Spurred by an ongoing surge 
in mobile sports betting, which 
was legalized in the state in 2011, 
Nevada sports books collected a 
record $248.7 million from $4.8 
billion bets placed in 2017. 

One thing’s for sure: Fewer 
gamblers will be calling Tony 
Two-Toes or Joey Four-Fingers. 

“I don’t think the Gambinos 
and the Five Families in New 
York are too happy right now,” 
said Vic. “But I guess they have 
other stuff to keep them busy.” 


I’d wager this ruling is a victory for states’ rights 


By Noah Feldman 

Bloomberg Opinion 

I n an important states’-rights 
decision announced Monday, 
the U.S. Supreme Court has 
allowed New Jersey to per¬ 
mit sports gambling, both by 
private casinos and through state- 
run lotteries. The case, Murphy 
v. NCAA, has important constitu¬ 
tional consequences — and could 
have a major economic impact as 
well. 

The law at issue is the Profes¬ 
sional and Amateur Sports Protec¬ 
tion Act, which Congress enacted 
in 1992. It prohibited states from 
either operating sports gambling 
or authorizing private actors like 
casinos to run sports gambling. 
Importantly, the law didn’t make 
sports gambling a federal crime. 
Instead, to save money on fed¬ 
eral law enforcement, it relied on 
states’ existing prohibitions plus 
the ban on authorization. 

PASPA made an exception for 
Nevada, which allowed sports 
gambling in casinos, and grand¬ 
fathered in three states that al¬ 
lowed sports lotteries or pools. 
The law also gave New Jersey a 
year to legalize sports gambling 
in Atlantic City. At the time, New 
Jersey decided against it, and 
when the year passed, the state 
fell under the general ban. 


That changed in 2011, when the 
decline of Atlantic City as a gam¬ 
bling center led to state efforts to 
revive it. New Jersey voters adopt¬ 
ed a state constitutional amend¬ 
ment allowing the legislature to 
authorize sports gambling, and 
in 2012, the state legislature did 
so. Professional sports leagues 
and the National Collegiate Ath¬ 
letic Association challenged the 
law as a violation of PASPA. The 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 3rd 
Circuit struck down the state law 
as an “authorization” of sports 
gambling in violation of the fed¬ 
eral ban, and the Supreme Court 
declined to review the case. 

Undeterred, New Jersey passed 
a new law, this time not authoriz¬ 
ing gambling but just repeal¬ 
ing the state law provisions that 
would have prohibited it. The 3rd 
Circuit said repealing the laws 
against gambling amounted to au¬ 
thorizing gambling — and struck 
down the law again. 

In an opinion written by Justice 
Samuel Alito — the New Jersey 
justice — the Supreme Court up¬ 
held the state’s gambling law and 
in effect struck down PASPA as a 
violation of the Constitution. 

The essence of the court’s hold¬ 
ing was that Congress lacks the 
authority under the Constitution 
to tell states what laws they may 


or may not adopt. The basis for 
this is what’s called “anti-com¬ 
mandeering doctrine.” 

Alito acknowledged that the 
doctrine “may sound arcane,” 
which is fair enough. He summa¬ 
rized the doctrine as an expression 
of what he called a “fundamental 
structural decision” in the Con¬ 
stitution: “to withhold from Con¬ 
gress the power to issue orders 
directly to the states.” 

Thus simplified, the doctrine 
covers PASPA nicely. Congress 
is telling the states what they 
can or cannot do when it comes 
to passing their own laws. That, 
according to Alito, violates states’ 
rights. 

In fact, the anti-commandeer¬ 
ing doctrine was until now a bit 
more subtle. The classic decisions 
expressing it say that Congress 
may not direct states to do things 
on behalf of the federal govern¬ 
ment. The “commandeering” 
part of the doctrine was the idea 
that Congress can’t “command” 
state officials to administer and 
enforce federal laws. 

Alito’s opinion goes substan¬ 
tially further in the direction of 
protecting states. For the first 
time, it expressly takes the posi¬ 
tion that Congress can’t tell the 
states what not to do. To reach this 
conclusion, Alito relied on the no¬ 


tion that there was no functional 
difference between requiring 
the state to enact legislation and 
banning the state from enacting 
legislation. 

What was tricky about this 
extension of states’ rights is that 
Congress is permitted to pre¬ 
empt state laws by passing its own 
laws. Alito acknowledged this au¬ 
thority, but said that Congress’ 
power to pre-empt state law only 
relates to laws in which Congress 
regulates citizens directly, not to 
laws regulating the states. 

The court also went further. 
Alito reasoned that if the states 
are free to legalize casino gam¬ 
bling, they must also be free to 
establish their own sports lotter¬ 
ies. His logic was that if Congress 
had known it lacked the authority 
to prohibit states from allowing 
casino gambling, Congress prob¬ 
ably wouldn’t have barred states 
from holding their own lotteries, 
a less harmful form of gambling. 

The real-world consequence of 
this holding is that all the states 
are now free not only to authorize 
sports gambling but also to have 
their own sports betting lotteries. 
The former decision is politically 
complicated on a state-to-state 
basis. But it seems probable that 
states that already have other 
lotteries might now expand to 


sports-related lotteries. 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
in dissent, pointed out that the 
anti-commandeering doctrine is 
supposed to be based on the idea 
that Congress shouldn’t create 
the appearance that state legis¬ 
lators have made policy choices 
that were in fact forced on them 
by Congress. That concern, she 
pointed out, wouldn’t apply here, 
where it is obvious to all that 
PASPA is the source of the gam¬ 
bling ban. She added that Alito 
had gone too far in striking down 
the state lottery ban through what 
she considered a doubtful recon¬ 
struction of what Congress would 
have intended. 

Overall, the decision may be 
read as a marker of the future di¬ 
rection of states’ rights jurispru¬ 
dence on what may well become 
a more conservative court. Of 
the liberals, only Justice Elena 
Kagan, the most tactically sophis¬ 
ticated of the group, joined Alito’s 
opinion in full. She may be read¬ 
ing the writing on the wall — and 
hoping to build alliances for the 
future, when the court’s conser¬ 
vatives come to hold the balance 
of power on issues she cares more 
about than sports gambling. 

Noah Feldman is a Bloomberg Opinion 
columnist. He is a professor of law at 
Harvard University and was a clerk to 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice David Souter. 
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Homeowners ask: 
Am I covered for 
ruin via volcano? 


Volcanic gases and ash rise from recent lava fissures near Pahoa, 
Hawaii, on Monday. The field of hardened lava rocks in the 
foreground is from previous eruptions. 



By Jennifer Sinco Kelleher 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Patricia Deter 
moved from Oregon to Hawaii to 
be closer to her two daughters, but 
the Kilauea volcano burned down 
her home only a month after she 
bought it. 

Now Deter and her family, along 
with others who have recently 
lost homes to the lava-spewing 
mountain, are on an urgent quest 
for answers about insurance, 
desperate to learn whether their 
coverage will offer any help after 
molten rock wiped out most of 
what they owned. 

The eruption has destroyed 
about two dozen homes in the 
Leilani Estates subdivision on 
the Big Island. On Monday, an¬ 
other fissure spewing lava and 
toxic gas opened up, and a crack 
in the earth that emerged a day 
earlier was sending molten rock 
crawling toward the ocean, offi¬ 
cials said. Nearly 20 fissures have 
opened since the Kilauea volcano 
started erupting 12 days ago, and 
officials warn it may soon blow its 
top with a massive steam eruption 
that would shoot boulders and ash 
miles into the sky. 

Because the community sits in 
a zone deemed by the U.S. Geo¬ 
logical Survey to have a high risk 
of lava, few insurance companies 
will issue policies there. 

But homeowners are not with¬ 
out options. One possibility is the 
Hawaii Property Insurance As¬ 
sociation, a nonprofit collection of 
insurance companies created by 
state lawmakers in 1991 to pro¬ 
vide basic property insurance for 
people who are unable to buy cov¬ 
erage in the private market. 

The horror of seeing houses 
turned to ash has motivated some 
people who went without insur¬ 
ance to scramble to purchase a 
policy. The association announced 
last week that it would issue poli¬ 
cies to uninsured homeowners in 
the affected area — but they will 
have to wait six months. 

Some homeowners believe fire 
coverage will suffice for homes 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Facebook 
believes its policing system is bet¬ 
ter at scrubbing graphic violence, 
gratuitous nudity and terrorist 
propaganda from its social net¬ 
work than it is at removing racist, 
sexist and other hateful remarks. 

Tuesday’s self-assessment 
— Facebook’s first breakdown of 
how much material it removes — 
came three weeks after Facebook 
tried to give a clearer explanation 
of the kinds of posts that it won’t 


Hawaii tourism hurt 
by eruption effects 

PAHOA, Hawaii — Peo¬ 
ple nixing vacations to Ha¬ 
waii’s Big island has cost 
the tourism industry mil¬ 
lions of dollars as the top 
attraction, Kilauea volcano, 
keeps spewing lava. 

Cancellations from May 
through July have hit at 
least $5 million, said Ross 
Birch, executive director of 
the island’s tourism board. 

The booking pace for 
hotels and other activities, 
such as tours for lava view¬ 
ing, zip lines and glass bot¬ 
tom boats have fallen 50 
percent. A handful of cruise 
ships have also decided not 
to come into port even in 
Kona on the west side of the 
island, about 80 miles away 
from the volcano. 

This is the “first leak 
we’re seeing out of the 
bucket,” Birch said. 

Most of the Hawaii Volca¬ 
noes National Park remains 
closed to visitors. 

From the Associated Press 


burned by fire from the lava. And 
a list of frequently asked ques¬ 
tions from the Hawaii Insurance 
Division supports that idea, say¬ 
ing that lava damage may be cov¬ 
ered “as a fire peril.” 

However, there are exceptions. 
Judy Moa, an insurance broker 
who specializes in catastrophic 
coverage for Hawaii, said if a 
policy specifically excludes lava 
damage, then a policy’s fire cov¬ 
erage would not apply. 

“The cause of damage is lava at 
the end of the day,” she said. “If 
lava came down the hill, and they 
have lava exclusion and trees 
catch fire, which bum the house, 
that’s not covered.” 

Some homeowners forgo poli¬ 
cies that include lava coverage 
because they can cost more than 


tolerate. The statistics cover a 
relatively short period, from Oc¬ 
tober 2017 through March of this 
year, and don’t disclose how long, 
on average, it takes Facebook 
to remove material violating its 
standards. 

The increased transparency 
comes as the Menlo Park, Calif., 
company tries to make amends 
for a privacy scandal triggered 
by loose policies that allowed a 
data-mining company with ties 
to President Donald Trump’s 
2016 campaign to harvest per- 


$3,000 per year, said Moa, who 
has fielded many calls from anx¬ 
ious homeowners. 

The same insurance questions 
haunt people whose homes are 
standing but could still be torched 
by future lava flows. 

Todd Corrigan and his wife left 
their Leilani Estates home on May 
4 after a magnitude-6.9 earth¬ 
quake knocked belongings off 
their shelves. That jolt convinced 
them it was time to evacuate. 

Corrigan said the most stress¬ 
ful part of the experience might 
be the uncertainty about what 
insurance will cover. His policy 
will pay for damage from a fire 
but not from lava. His insurer 
also cautioned him that it will not 
cover damage if he has not been 
at home for 30 days. That require¬ 
ment could be a problem if he is 
gone for a long time. 

“You have to worry about that 


sonal information on as many 
as 87 million users. The content 
screening has nothing to do with 
privacy protection, though, and 
is aimed at maintaining a fam¬ 
ily-friendly atmosphere for users 
and advertisers. 

Facebook removed 2.5 million 
pieces of content tagged as unac¬ 
ceptable hate speech during the 
first three months of this year. 
It says 62 percent of the offend¬ 
ing content was flagged by Face- 
book users, while the company’s 
human reviewers and computer 


stress when you’re trying to deal 
with everything else,” Corrigan 
said. 

Deter’s daughters live in the 
same area as their 88-year-old 
mother. They know the eruption 
risks, so they made sure their 
mother’s home was covered by a 
policy that included lava. 

The family’s Hawaii-based in¬ 
surance agent assured daughter 
Vickie Pruitt that her mother’s 
house was fully covered for lava. 
But a phone call from an adjuster 
on the U.S. mainland told them it 
looked like the damage was from 
an earthquake — not the lava 
— and that the home would not be 
covered. 

“I’m like, ‘What?’” Pruitt said. 
“I’m laughing hysterically. But 
it’s not funny. It’s tragic.” 

They were waiting for a follow¬ 
up call they hoped would provide 
more clarity. 


algorithms identified 38 percent. 
By contrast, Facebook’s auto¬ 
mated tools detected 86 percent 
to 99.5 percent of the violations 
in the categories of graphic vio¬ 
lence, nudity, sexual activity and 
terrorist propaganda. 

Facebook traced the disparity 
to the difficulty computer pro¬ 
grams have understanding the 
nuances of human language, in¬ 
cluding the context and tone of 
the sentences being written. 


The Washington Post 

In five decades of exploring 
Mars, NASA has sent orbiters, 
landers and rovers to explore 
Earth’s neighbor. But the space 
agency’s next mission will be the 
first to send a tiny robotic heli¬ 
copter to another planet. 

The Mars Helicopter, an auton¬ 
omous spacecraft with a meter- 
long rotor and a body the size of 
a chihuahua, will fly in the un¬ 
derbelly of the Mars 2020 rover 
when it launches in two years, 
NASA announced Friday. The 
project will serve mainly as a test 
of the technology needed to fly a 
rotorcraft above a world 140 mil¬ 
lion miles away. 

It took four years of testing 
and redesign to create a helicop¬ 
ter capable of operating on the 
Red Planet. Mars’ atmosphere is 
so thin that hovering just 10 feet 
above the surface is the equiva¬ 
lent of soaring 100,000 feet above 
Earth. 

The altitude record for helicop¬ 
ters on Earth is 40,000 feet; above 
that, the air isn’t dense enough to 
hold copters aloft. 

“To make it fly at that low at¬ 
mospheric density, we had to 
scrutinize everything, make it 
as light as possible while being 
as strong and as powerful as it 
can possibly be,” Mimi Aung, the 
Mars Helicopter project manager 
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora¬ 
tory, said in a news release. 

The helicopter is equipped with 
solar cells to charge its lithium 
batteries and an internal heat¬ 
ing mechanism to keep it warm 
through the Martian night, when 
temperatures can plummet to 
minus 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 

It takes from about four min¬ 
utes to almost as much as a half- 
hour for light to travel from Mars 
to Earth. That delay rules out the 
possibility of remotely operating 
the helicopter. Instead, the space¬ 
craft must be able to receive com¬ 
mands from operators on Earth, 
then execute them on its own. 

The Mars 2020 spacecraft is 
slated to touch down on the Mar¬ 
tian surface in February 2021. 
The car-size rover is equipped 
with a drill for collecting rock 
samples, instruments for con¬ 
ducting chemical analyses and 
seeking potentially habitable en¬ 
vironments, an experiment to test 
the viability of producing oxygen 
from the planet’s carbon dioxide- 
rich atmosphere, and sensors. 

The helicopter’s first flight 
should be a short one: It will climb 
10 feet and hover for 30 seconds 
before returning to the ground. 
If all goes according to plan, the 
craft will make four more flights 
over the course of a 30-day test 
campaign. 

If the Mars Helicopter fails, the 
overall Mars 2020 mission will 
not be harmed. But a successful 
mission could pave the way for 
future rotorcraft to act as scouts 
and explore parts of Mars that 
rovers can’t reach. 


Facebook opens up about scrubbing offensive content 













Wednesday, May 16,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


wamswum 


Page 17 


AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 


1.2M 


The approximate number of preventable-accident-free miles driven by a Greater Cleveland Regional 
Transit Authority bus driver. Godwin McNeal has been a driver for the RTA for 40 years, and officials said 
it’s the longest such streak in the RTA’s history. Asked what his secret might be, McNeal said he doesn’t 
think about it. He then added that patience is needed. He hopes to retire in 2020 with his streak intact. 




Jack Hanrahan, Erie Times-News/AP 


Nice kitty 


Addison Kerner, 5, of Erie, Pa., gets an up-close look Friday at Eva, one of two new lionesses at the Erie Zoo during the zoo’s unveiling of its 
new $700,000 lion exhibit. 


Live tiger causes 
controversy at prom 

P| MIAMI — A Florida 
I L high school decided to 
take the jungle theme for prom 
a bit too seriously for some 
students. 

Students, parents and teachers 
from Christopher Columbus High 
School took to social media to say 
that a wild tiger at last Friday’s 
prom was animal abuse. The 
Miami Herald reported that foot¬ 
age shows the tiger pacing inside 
a small enclosure as bright lights 
flashed around him. 

Mari-Chris Castellanos, whose 
brother attends the all-boys pri¬ 
vate school, posted on Facebook 
and said the tiger “was used as 
an exotic amusement for the 
mindless teenagers who were 
present.” 

The dance also featured a 
lemur, two macaws, and an Afri¬ 
can fennec fox. 

School administrators said in a 
statement that the venue approved 
it and that the animals were pro¬ 
vided by facilities licensed by the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser¬ 
vation Commission. 

Lawyer who defends DUI 
cases faces own charge 

|y W LAS VEGAS — A Las 
I* w Vegas attorney who 
often defends drunken driving 
suspects is facing a bench trial 
after being arrested on suspicion 
of driving under the influence. 

The Las Vegas Review-Journal 
reported John Leo Duffy, 56, was 
arrested March 3 and a bench 
trial for him is scheduled for July 
9. 

According to a criminal com¬ 
plaint, Duffy was booked into the 
Clark County Detention Center 
and later was charged with DUI 
and failure to maintain a lane. 

Duffy was released on his own 
recognizance. 

Because Duffy works closely 
with the vehicular crimes unit 
of the county district attorney’s 
office, the Nevada Attorney 
General’s Office has been asked 
to handle the prosecution of the 
case. 

Callers to hotline can 
report offensive odors 

Qf* WEST COLUMBIA 
— A South Carolina 
city trying to get a handle on 
smells related to a chicken plant 
owned by a North Carolina-based 
company has set up a hotline so 
people can file complaints about 
odors. 

Callers to the code enforce¬ 
ment hotline in West Columbia 
are asked to include details such 
as the date and time they smelled 
the offensive odor; where they 
were; a description; how long they 
smelled it; and what they think is 
the source. 

It was in October that the city 
council first discussed fines for 
odors, such as those emanating 
from the House of Raeford chick¬ 
en plant. Earlier this year, the 
council amended an ordinance to 
address odors. 

House of Raeford told WIS-TV 
that it’s “continually working on 
ways to decrease any potential 
problems with odors.” 


Wind blows bounce 
house, child onto road 

ADELANTO — Au- 
thorities say a child 
suffered minor injuries as strong 
winds blew a bounce house from 
a California neighborhood onto a 
nearby highway. 

The San Bernardino Sun re¬ 
ports a statement from the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment said winds Saturday 
afternoon blew the bounce house 
with a 9-year-old child inside of 
it from an Adelanto home onto 
Highway 395. 

The sheriff’s department said 
the bounce house rolled onto the 
highway and struck a vehicle, at 
which point the child fell out of it. 

The child was taken to a hospi¬ 
tal. The driver of the vehicle was 
not injured. 

Warrant: Teen recorded 
sex act at school 

J| KENNESAW — An 
Atlanta-area high 
school student is accused of re¬ 
cording a sex act between two 
students in a school bathroom. 

News outlets cite an arrest war¬ 
rant that says the 17-year-old boy 


reached over a closed bathroom 
stall at Harrison High School and 
recorded a 15-year-old girl with 
a 16-year-old boy. That video 
spread via social media, air drop 
and group chats. 

An assistant principal notified 
police after discovering the video 
May 2. According to the warrant, 
the 17-year-old told administra¬ 
tors he took the video because he 
didn’t understand how the school 
could let the act happen. 

Cobb County police said the 
sex act was consensual and the 
students were recorded without 
their knowledge. 

The teen is charged with eaves- 
dropping-surveillance, a felony. 

Cobb County School District 
official John Stafford said the 
district had taken “appropriate 
action.” 

Litter leads wildlife 
agents to drug arrest 

■ it LAFAYETTE — Litter 
L heaped on state land led 
wildlife agents to a drug arrest. 

The Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries said in a news re¬ 
lease May 7 that the pile held in¬ 
formation leading agents to Sean 
Covington, 43. 

Enforcement spokesman Adam 


Einck said that when agents 
stopped Covington’s vehicle Fri¬ 
day, he had two kinds of prescrip¬ 
tion painkillers in one bottle. They 
also learned Lafayette Parish had 
warrants accusing him and a pas¬ 
senger of theft. 

He said Covington was arrested 
on charges of drug possession and 
gross littering, as well as three 
warrants, two for suspected theft 
and one for traffic violations. He 
said Amanda Bergeron, 31, was 
arrested on one theft warrant. 

Man guilty of venomous 
snake possession 

|M| CASCADE — Police 
1*1 say a Maryland man 
who used the name “Venom- 
Man20” on YouTube has pleaded 
guilty to two counts of illegal pos¬ 
session of venomous snakes after 
a search of his home turned up six 
rattlesnakes and other snakes. 

Maryland Natural Resourc¬ 
es Police said Brandon Joseph 
Boyles, 29, of Cascade, Md., was 
prohibited from owning danger¬ 
ous animals in Maryland and was 
required to perform 20 hours of 
community service. 

News outlets reported Boyles 
had worked at Catoctin Wildlife 
Preserve and Zoo. He took five 


venomous snakes, three alligators 
and a crocodile, which he owned, 
when he left in September 2017. 
However, Boyles didn’t have a 
permit to keep them in his house. 

Police said the crocodile, al¬ 
ligators and a rattlesnake were 
transferred to the Maryland Rep¬ 
tile Conservation in Dickerson. 

Ex-Revolutionary War 
tavern up for sale 

OLD LYME — A Con- 
I necticut building that 
was once home to a tavern during 
the Revolutionary War era is now 
listed up for sale. 

Peck Tavern in Old Lyme dates 
back to early America, when it 
was home to a tavern from the 
later part of the 1700s through the 
early 1800s. The Day reports the 
building is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The two-story building is cur¬ 
rently a private residence owned 
by David and Susan Duncan and 
is listed for $1,195,000. 

David Duncan said the various 
owners of Peck Tavern have made 
their own additions to the original 
structure through the years, but 
have kept the soul of the home. 
From wire reports 
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MUST-CRY TV 


Comedies few and far between on NBC’s latest prime-time schedule 


By Steven Zeitchik 

The Washington Post 

For decades, NBC was the network of comedy, from the must-see- 
tv bloc of “Seinfeld” and “Friends” in the 1990s to “30 Rock,” “The 
Office” and “Parks and Recreation” this century. 

But laughter is giving way to sobbing. 

Comedies are quickly vanishing from the top broadcaster’s prime¬ 
time schedule. At Monday’s upfront presentation, where the network 
pitches its lineup to advertisers, it spent very little time on the laugh¬ 
ers, going to a tear-filled well again and again. 

The network emphasized “This Is Us,” referring to the drama re¬ 
peatedly and bringing out the entire cast to the Radio City Music Hall 
stage to take a bow. A schmaltzy teaser for the new season — com¬ 
plete with star Mandy More choking up and losing it several times 
— was given a prominent slot in the presentation. 

Ditto for footage for new dramas “The Village,” a figures-from-the- 
neighborhood ensemble that looks to challenge 
“This Is Us” in the tissue-pulling department; 

“Manifest,” a family melodrama about survi¬ 
vors of a mysterious plane crash; and the medi¬ 
cal drama “New Amsterdam.” By contrast, the 
network has scheduled just one new comedy for 
the fall, the Amy Poehler executive-produced 


“I Feel Bad,” about a complicated mom and career woman. 

In fact, only one NBC night in the fall will show comedy at all — 
Thursday, when the network will air its “Will & Grace” revival and “I 
Feel Bad.” (It did pick up a few comedies for midseason.) 

What’s made NBC so cool to comedy? 

Clearly a list of failed shows over the past few years have played 
a role. And the success of “This Is Us” — the show’s second season 
regularly drew more than 10 million total viewers — has spurred the 
network to try to build off that success. 

But a more fundamental change might also be a factor. Comedy 
has proved hard to launch in the age of viral video, as audiences tend 
to gobble up laughs in five-minute chunks, leaving the broadcast 
networks to focus on more engagement-minded dramas that the In¬ 
ternet can’t easily replicate. In 2011-2012, a total of eight comedies 
cracked the TV-ratings top 20 among the all-important adults 18-49 
demographic. Last year? Just two did. 

Clearly, networks haven’t given up on com¬ 
edies entirely. The big numbers for ABC’s 
“Roseanne” revival testify to that. But NBC is 
demonstrating that a winning strategy can be 
built with very few comedies. Next season will 
bring more of the same on the network. 

You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, but mostly you’ll cry. 


The success of NBC’s “This Is Us” 
— scenes of which are shown above 
— has been a major contributor to the 
network’s teary television trend. 

NBC 


Pioneering ‘New Journalist’ author Tom Wolfe dies 


Associated Press 

Author Tom Wolfe, who chronicled every¬ 
thing from hippies to the space race before 
turning his sharp eye to fiction, has died. He 
was 87. 

Wolfe’s agent Lynn Nesbit told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that Wolfe died of an infection in 
a New York City hospital. Additional details 
were not immediately available. 

The “new journalism” reporter and novel¬ 
ist insisted that the only way to tell a great 
story was to go out and report it. His writing 
style was rife with exclamation points, italics 
and improbable words. 

Among his acclaimed books were “The 
Right Stuff” and “The Bonfire of the Vani¬ 


ties,” a satire of Manhattan-style power and 
justice that became one of the best-selling 
books of the ’80s. 

Other news 

■ Thomas Markle, father of royal bride- 
to-be Meghan Markle, has been quoted as 
saying he will not attend his daughter’s wed¬ 
ding to Prince Harry this week after suffer¬ 
ing a reported heart attack amid the intense 
media interest around the nuptials. Celebrity 
news website TMZ reported Monday that 
the elder Markle has decided to stay away 
amid criticism over his decision to pose for 
mocked up wedding-preparation shots taken 
by a paparazzi agency. 


■ U2 will put on a special one-night show 
at New York’s historic Apollo Theater. How¬ 
ard Stern on Tuesday announced the invi¬ 
tation-only event for SiriusXM subscribers 
during his show on the satellite music ser¬ 
vice. The company says U2 will play songs 
from its “Songs of Experience” album along 
with classics from its career. 

■ A U.S. Marine Corps veteran and the 
military dog she served with during the 
Iraq War are being inducted into the New 
York State Senate Veterans’ Hall of Fame. 
Cpl. Megan Leavey and a German shepherd 
named Sgt. Rex were wounded by a roadside 
bomb in Iraq in 2006. Their story of their 
service and Leavey’s fight to keep Rex after 
returning to the U.S. was told in a 2017 film. 


Actress Kidder 
of ‘Superman’ 
fame dies at 69 

Associated Press 

Margot Kidder, the Canadian 
actress who starred as a salty and 
cynical Lois Lane opposite Chris¬ 
topher Reeve in the Superman 
film franchise of the 1970s and 
1980s, has died. She was 69. 

Kidder’s man¬ 
ager, Camilla 
Fluxman Pines, 
said she died 
peacefully in her 
sleep on Sunday. 

No foul play is 
suspected. 

“Superman,” 
directed by 
Richard Donner 
and released in 1978, was a super¬ 
hero blockbuster two decades be¬ 
fore comic book movies became 
the norm at the top of the box 
office. Makers of today’s Marvel 
and D.C. films cite “Superman” 
as an essential inspiration. 

Kidder, as ace reporter Lane, 
was a salty, sexually savvy adult 
who played off of the boyish, 
farm-raised charm of Reeve’s 
Clark Kent, though her dogged 
journalism constantly got her into 
dangerous scrapes that required 
old-fashioned rescues. 

Kidder had many of the movies’ 
most memorable lines, including 
“You’ve got me?! Who’s got you?!” 
when she first encountered the 
costumed hero as she and a heli¬ 
copter plunged from the top of a 
Metropolis building. 

Kidder and Reeve were rela¬ 
tive unknowns when they got 
their leading parts in the first of 
the films in 1978, which also in¬ 
cluded big names Gene Hackman 
and Marlon Brando. 

Kidder and Reeve went on to 
star in three more Superman 
movies, the fourth and last in 
1987. 

Both would remain known al¬ 
most entirely for their Superman 
roles and struggled to find other 
major parts. Reeve died in 2004. 

Kidder also had a small part in 
1975’s “The Great Waldo Pepper” 
with Robert Redford, and starred 
as conjoined twins in Brian De 
Palma’s 1973 “Sisters,” and as 
the mother of a terrorized family 
opposite James Brolin in 1979’s 
“The Amityville Horror.” 

Kidder had a debilitating car 
accident in 1990 that left her 
badly in debt, confined her to a 
wheelchair for most of two years 
and worsened the mental illness 
she had struggled with for much 
of her life. 

That struggle became public in 
1996 when she was found dazed 
and filthy in a yard not far from 
the studio where she once filmed 
parts of “Superman.” 

She fought through her illness 
and continued working, however, 
appearing in small films and tele¬ 
vision shows and amassing cred¬ 
its until 2017. 

She spent the last decades of 
her life living in Montana and 
engaging in political activism, in¬ 
cluding protesting the U.S. mili¬ 
tary action in Iraq. 

Kidder was married and di¬ 
vorced three times and is sur¬ 
vived by a daughter, Maggie 
McGuane. 
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Seattle to tax large companies to help homeless 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


People fill a hallway before a Seattle City Council meeting where the 
council voted on a “head tax” Monday in Seattle. 


By Phuong Le 

Associated. Press 

SEATTLE — Seattle’s largest 
businesses such as Amazon and 
Starbucks will have to pay a new 
tax to help fund homeless services 
and affordable housing under a 
measure approved by city leaders. 

The City Council unanimously 
passed a compromise plan Mon¬ 
day that taxes businesses mak¬ 
ing at least $20 million in gross 
revenues about $275 per full-time 
worker each year — lower than 
the $500 per worker initially pro¬ 
posed. The so-called “head tax” 
would raise roughly $48 million a 
year to build new affordable hous¬ 
ing units and provide emergency 
homeless services. 

The debate over who should pay 
to solve a housing crisis exacer¬ 
bated by Seattle’s rapid economic 
growth comes after weeks of tense 
exchanges, raucous meetings and 
a threat by Amazon, the city’s larg¬ 


est employer, to stop construction 
planning on a 17-story building 
near its hometown headquarters. 

Amazon, Starbucks and busi¬ 
ness groups sharply criticized the 
council’s decision after Monday’s 
vote. They called it a tax on jobs 
and questioned whether city of¬ 


ficials were spending current 
resources effectively. One state 
Republican leader said he would 
seek legislation next year to make 
clear that a city tax on employees, 
wages or hours is illegal. 

Seattle-based Starbucks had 
harsh words for its hometown lead¬ 


ers. It accused the city of spending 
without accountability while ig¬ 
noring that hundreds of children 
sleep outside. 

“If they cannot provide a warm 
meal and safe bed to a 5-year-old 
child, no one believes they will 
be able to make housing afford¬ 
able or address opiate addiction,” 
Starbucks’ John Kelly said in a 
statement. 

For Seattle’s liberal City Coun¬ 
cil, the discussion Monday cen¬ 
tered not so much on whether 
there should be a head tax but 
how big it should be. Four bill 
sponsors initially pitched a tax 
of $500 per full-time employee a 
year but a compromise proposal 
emerged over the weekend after 
they couldn’t muster the six votes 
needed to override a potential veto 
by Mayor Jenny Durkan. 

Other cities have implement¬ 
ed similar taxes, but critics say 
Seattle’s tax could threaten the 
booming local economy and 


Uber changes policy for alleged misconduct on service 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Uber’s 
ride-hailing service will give its 
U.S. passengers and drivers more 
leeway to pursue claims of sexual 
misconduct, its latest attempt to 
shed its reputation for brushing 
aside bad behavior. 

The shift announced Tues¬ 
day will allow riders and driv¬ 
ers to file allegations of rape, 
sexual assault and harassment in 
courts and mediation, rather than 
being locked into an arbitration 
hearing. 

The San Francisco company is 
also scrapping a policy requiring 
all settlements of sexual miscon¬ 
duct to be kept confidential, giv¬ 


ing victims the choice of whether 
they want to make their allega¬ 
tions public. 

It’s a conciliatory step from 
CEO Dara Khosrowshahi. He was 
hired last August amid a wave of 
revelations and allegations about 
rampant sexual harassment in 
Uber’s workforce, a cover-up of a 
massive data breach, dirty tricks 
and stolen trade secrets. 

Khosrowshahi has vowed to “do 
the right thing,” repair the dam¬ 
age from previous missteps and 
lure back alienated riders who 
defected to rivals such as Lyft. 

The changes governing sexual 
misconduct come a month after 
Uber announced it will do crimi¬ 


nal background checks on its U.S. 
drivers annually and add a 911 
button for summoning help in 
emergencies. It’s an effort to re¬ 
assure its riders and address con¬ 
cerns that it hadn’t done enough 
to keep crooks from using its ser¬ 
vice to prey on potential victims. 

Giving victims of sexual assault 
or perceived sexual harassment 
more options sends an important 
message that Uber is taking the 
issue more seriously, said Kristen 
Houser, a spokeswoman for Ra- 
liance, a coalition of groups work¬ 
ing with Uber to prevent sexual 
abuse on its service. 

By the end of the year, Uber 
will also start to publicly report 
incidents of alleged sexual mis¬ 


conduct in hopes of establishing 
more transparency about the 
issue throughout the ride-hailing 
and traditional taxi industries. 


MARKET WATCH 


May 14, 2018 

Dow Jones 68.24 

industrials 2 4,899.41 

Nasdaq 8 .43 

composite 7,411.31 

Standard & 2.41 

Poor’s 500 2,730.13 



drive away jobs. 

Nearly 600 large employers 
— roughly 3 percent — would pay 
the tax starting in 2019. Amazon, 
the city’s largest employer with 
45,000 workers, would take the 
biggest hit. 

Amazon Vice President Drew 
Herdener said in a statement 
Monday that the company was 
disappointed. 

He noted that city revenues have 
grown dramatically and that the 
city “does not have a revenue prob¬ 
lem — it has a spending efficiency 
problem.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (May 16).$1.2234 

Dollar buys (May 16).€0.8174 

British pound (May 16).$1.39 

Japanese yen (May 16).107.00 

South Korean won (May 16).1,044.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (New Lira).... 


. 0.3772 

.$1.3461 

.1.2920 

. 6.3786 

. 6.2966 

. 17.8301 

... $1.1830/.8453 

.7.8499 

. 268.46 

. 3.6000 

.110.30 

.0.3016 

.8.1337 


. 1.3447 

... 1,078.87 

.1.0039 

.32.09 

. 4.4577 


le to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 





57 Till bills 

58 Deluge refuge 

59 Lairs 

DOWN 

1 “Funny!” 

2 Love god 

3 Friend 

4 Holmes’ creator 

5 Deviation 

6 “You’ve got 
mail” co. 

7 Void 

8 “Frasier,” to 
“Cheers” 

9 Mountainous 
area of 
Afghanistan 

10 Landed 

11 Schnozz 
16 Gloom 

20 Disney deer 
23 Lawyers’ org. 


24 Designer 
Claiborne 

25 Time near a 
deadline 

27 Russian jet 

29 Eg. and 
Syr., once 

30 Caustic cleaner 
32 Turns on the 

charm 
34 Tidy type 
37 Nev. neighbor 
39 Actress 
Helgenberger 
42 Maestro 
Zubin — 

44 Increased 

45 Japanese soup 

46 Muscat’s land 
48 Cast a ballot 
49— uproar 

50 Literary reps 
53 Crew tool 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Lettuce unit 
5 Motorist’s org. 

8 Getz of jazz 

12 Woody’s son 

13 San Francisco’s 
— Hill 

14 Horseback game 

15 “Yikes!” 

17 Rainbow 

18 Sanctuary 

19 Legislative group 

21 Mound stat 

22 Uppity one 
23100 percent 
26 Carrier to 

Amsterdam 
28 Run — of the law 
31 Prejudice 
33 Feminine 
principle 

35 Unravel 

36 Ancient Mexican 
38 Jewel 

40 Exist 

41 Dutch cheese 
43 “That feels 

so good!” 

45 Lunar craft 
47 “Jeopardy!” 
fodder 

51 Apple computer 

52 Site of Asia’s 
Victoria Peak 
Garden 

54 Fill fully 
55— chi 
56 Coup d’— 

5-16 CRYPTOQUIP 

SKML YWHUP RWH YMUU OL 

SKFD RWH ’QF PWODV M 

DWLFSWQLKR PFFP OD IQOVOP 

SFMLKFQ? YWUP IFML. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DON’T CRY “BOO! 
GOTCHA!” AT ME UNLESS YOU WANT TO BEGIN 
A BIG SCUFFLE. THEM’S FRIGHTIN’ WORDS! 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals C 






































































































































































































































































Stars and Stripes 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


STARS^STRIPES.- 


CLASSIFIED „ = 

Stars and Stripes reserves the right to ,-. ■_, ,__ r _, r* JT s.i n _. 5 . 







Advertising 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 

Circulation 

Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

Reader Letters 

letters@stripes.com 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 



M&MW 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSMSTRIPES 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


777777777J?£777^7?W77777777JZ 




Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Classifiedsl 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 


FMDS 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 

and Stripes is not 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 




STARSiaSTRIPES. 




































































Page 24 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, May 16,2018 



Ohl The Places You II See with 

STARSoSTRIPES. r - 


VISIT 
BEFORE 
YOU GO! 


W f§fx|§P ^ 

Stripes.com/travel 

Europe.Stripes.com 

Guam.Stripes.com 

Japan.Stripes.com 

Korea.Stripes.com 

Oki nawa .Stri pes.com 







Wednesday, May 16,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


'■pjmmimim 


Page 25 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 
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Tennis 


Italian Open 

Monday 
Foro Italico 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Singles 

Men 

First Round 

Pablo Carreno Busta (10), Spain, def. 
Jared Donaldson, United States, 6-4, 3-6, 
6-0. 

Robin Haase, Netherlands, def. Daniil 
Medvedev, Russia, 3-6,6-4, 6-1. 

Aljaz Bedene, Slovenia, def. Gilles 
Muller, Luxembourg, 6-4, 6-4. 

Kei Nishikori, Japan, def. Feliciano Lo¬ 
pez, Spain, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

David Goffin (9), Belgium, def. Leon¬ 
ardo Mayer, Argentina, 6-1, 6-2. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, def. 
Karen Khachanov, Russia, 7-5, 6-7 (7), 7- 
6(6). 

Marco Cecchinato, Italy, def. Pablo 
Cuevas, Uruguay, 2-6, 7-5, 6-4. 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. Fed¬ 
erico Delbonis, Argentina, 2-6, 7-5, 6-1. 

Novak Djokovic (11), Serbia, def. Alex- 
andr Dolgopolov, Ukraine, 6-1, 6-3. 

Matteo Berrettini, Italy, def. Frances 
Tiafoe, United States, 6-3, 7-6 (1). 

Benoit Paire, France, def. Richard Gas- 
quet, France, 6-4, 6-4. 

Kyle Edmund, Britain, def. Malek Jaziri, 
Tunisia, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3. 

Fabio Fognini, Italy, def. Gael Monfils, 
France, 6-3, 6-1. 

Women 
First Round 

Johanna Konta, Britain, def. Magda¬ 
lena Rybarikova (17), Slovakia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Petra Martic, Croatia, def. Lesia Tsu- 
renko, Ukraine, 6-1, 6-2. 

Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, def. Rober¬ 
ta Vinci, Italy, 2-6, 6-0, 6-3. 

Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, def. Camilia Ro- 
satello, Italy, 6-1, 6-2. 

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Victoria Az- 
arenka, Belarus, 6-0,6-3. 

Madison Keys (13), United States, def. 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 6-4, 
6-1. 

Donna Vekic, Croatia, def. Carla Su¬ 
arez Navarro, Spain, 6-1, 6-2. 

Dominika Cibulkova, Slovakia, def. 
Francesca Schiavone, Italy, 6-1, 6-7 (5), 
6-2. 

Alison Van Uytvanck, Belgium, def. 
Sam Stosur, Australia, 6-7 (6), 6-3, 6-2. 

Zhang Shuai, China, def. Mihaela Bu- 
zarnescu, Romania, 6-3,7-6 (2). 

Daria Gavrilova, Australia, def. Natalia 
Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 5-7, 6-4, 6-3. 

Anett Kontaveit, Estonia, def. CoCo 
Vandeweghe (12), United States, 6-1, 6-1. 

Sloane Stephens (9), United States, 
def. Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic, 
6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-1. 

Doubles 

Men 

First Round 

Raven Klaasen, South Africa, and Mi¬ 
chael Venus, New Zealand, def. Ryan 
Harrison, United States, and Fernando 
Verdasco, Spain, 6-2, 6-4. 

Sam Querrey and Rajeev Ram, United 
States, def. Adrian Mannarino and Lucas 
Pouille, France, 6-3, 7-5. 

Santiago Gonzalez, Mexico, and 
Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi, Pakistan, def. Di¬ 
ego Schwartzman, Argentina, and Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, 6-2, 6-2. 

Women 
First Round 

Raquel Atawo, United States, and 
Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, def. 
Olga Savchuk and Elina Svitolina, 
Ukraine, 6-1, 6-1. 

Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, and Renata 
Voracova, Czech Republic, def. Lara Ar- 
ruabarrena, Spain, and Irina-Camelia 
Begu, Romania, 3-6, 6-3, 10-5. 

Sara Errani and Martina Trevisyan, 
Italy, def. Peng Shuai and Wang Yafan, 
China, 7-5 7-6 (1). 

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, and 
Karolina Pliskova, Czech Republic, def. 
Latisha Chan, Taiwan, and Bethanie Mat- 
tek-Sands (5), United States, 7-5,7-6 (3). 

Sorana Cirstea, Romania, and Jelena 
Ostapenko, Latvia, def. Magdalena Ryba¬ 
rikova, Slovakia, and Anastasija Sevas- 
tova, Latvia, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Ashleigh Barty, Australia, and Demi 
Schuurs (8), Netherlands, def. Nicole 
Melichar, United States, and Kveta Pe- 
schke, Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-2. 

Vania King, United States, and Kata¬ 
rina Srebotnik, Slovenia, def. Deborah 
Chiesa and Alice Matteucci, Italy, 7-5, 
6-0. 

Chan Hao-ching, Taiwan, and Yang 
Zhaoxuan, China, def. Shuko Aoyama 
and Miyu Kato, Japan, 6-4, 6-4. 


College softball 

1 

Golf 

1 

Deals 


NCAA Division I tournament 


World rankings 


Double elimination 
Thursday, May 17 
Eugene Regional 
At Eugene, Ore. 

BYU (35-20) vs. Drake (43-10) 

Albany (NY) (32-14) at Oregon (47-7) 

Friday, May 18 
Lexington Regional 
At Lexington, Ky. 

Michigan (43-11) vs. Notre Dame (32- 
21) 

III.-Chicago (33-19) at Kentucky (31- 
19) 

Columbia Regional 
At Columbia, S.C. 

Liberty (47-12) vs. Hofstra (40-12) 
UNCG (46-11) at South Carolina (45- 
14) 

Tempe Regional 
At Tempe, Ariz. 

Long Beach St. (42-12) vs. Ole Miss 
(30-23) 

New Mexico St. (29-22) at Arizona St. 
(43-11) 

Seattle Regional 
At Seattle 

Texas (32-24) vs. Minnesota (39-15) 
Boise St. (40-14) at Washington (44-8) 

Tuscaloosa Regional 
At Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Oregon St. (28-26) vs. Wisconsin (28- 
21) 

Middle Tenn. (39-20) at Alabama (33- 
18) 

Fayetteville Regional 
At Fayetteville, Ark. 

Wichita St. (30-21) vs. Oklahoma St. 
(38-20) 

DePaul (35-15) at Arkansas (39-15) 

Norman Regional 
At Norman, Okla. 

Missouri (28-27) vs. Tulsa (33-23) 
Boston U. (39-18) at Oklahoma (50-3) 

Los Angeles Regional 
At Los Angeles 

Cal St. Fullerton (33-23) vs. Texas St. 
(42-14) 

Sacramento St. (31-18) at UCLA (50-4) 

Tucson Regional 
At Tucson, Ariz. 

Mississippi St. (36-21) vs. North Da¬ 
kota St. (33-17) 

St. Francis (Pa.) (39-17) at Arizona (40- 


14) 

Baton Rouge Regional 
At Baton Rouge, La. 

Houston (36-20) vs. Louisiana (38-14) 
Fordham (33-21) at LSU (41-14) 

Tallahassee Regional 
At Tallahassee, Fla. 

Auburn (40-15) vs. Kennesaw St. (39- 

15) 

Jacksonville St. (33-23) at Florida St. 
(47-10) 

Athens Regional 
At Athens, Ga. 

Northwestern (36-17) vs. California 
(34-19) 

Harvard (23-16) at Georgia (43-11) 

Knoxville Regional 
At Knoxville, Tenn. 

James Madison (42-12) vs. Ohio (38- 
15) 

Monmouth (32-14) at Tennessee (45- 


ollege Station, Texas 

McNeese (40-19) vs. Baylor (36-16) 
Prairie View (20-21) at Texas A&M (40- 
16) 

Gainesville Regional 
At Gainesville, Fla. 

Ohio St. (34-14) vs. South Fla. (38-21) 
Bethune-Cookman (31-24) at Florida 
(50-8) 


College lacrosse 


Men’s Division I tournament 

Opening Round 
Wednesday, May 9 

Robert Morris 12, Canisius 6 
First Round 
Saturday, May 12 
Yale 15, UMass 13 
Duke 17, Villanova 11 
Albany (NY) 18, Richmond 9 
Loyola (Md.) 13, Virginia 9 
Sunday, May 13 
Maryland 14, Robert Morris 11 
Denver 9, Notre Dame 7 
Johns Hopkins 10, Georgetown 9, OT 
Cornell 10, Syracuse 9 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, May 19 
At James M. Shuart Stadium 
Hempstead, N.Y. 

Yale (14-3) vs. Loyola (Md.) (13-3) 
Albany (NY) (15-2) vs. Denver (13-3) 
Sunday, May 20 

At Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Sta- 
Annapolis, Md. 

Maryland (13-3) vs. Cornell (13-4) 
Johns Hopkins (12-4) vs. Duke (14-3) 

At Gillette Stadium 
Foxborough, Mass. 

Semifinals 
Saturday, May 26 

Maryland-Syracuse-Cornel I wi nner vs. 
Johns Hopkins-Duke winner 

Yale-Loyola (Md.)-Virginia winner vs. 
Albany (NY)-Denver winner 

Championship 
Monday, May 28 

Semifinal winners 


Through M 

1. Justin Thomas 

2. Dustin Johnson 

3. Jordan Spieth 

4. Jon Rahm 

5. Justin Rose 

6. Rickie Fowler 

7. Jason Day 

8. Rory Mcllroy 

9. Hideki Matsuyama 

10. Tommy Fleetwood 

11. Brooks Koepka 

12. Paul Casey 

13. Patrick Reed 

14. Sergio Garcia 

15. Henrik Stenson 

16. Marc Leishman 

17. Alex Noren 

18. Bubba Watson 

19. Phil Mickelson 

20. Webb Simpson 

21. Tyrrell Hatton 

22. Matt Kuchar 

23. Xander Schauffele 

24. Pat Perez 

25. Rafael Cabrera Bello 

26. Brian Harman 

27. Kevin Kisner 

28. Ian Poulter 

29. Satoshi Kodaira 

30. Charley Hoffman 


ENG 

USA 

AUS 


ENG 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

ESP 

SWE 

AUS 

SWE 

USA 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

USA 

ESP 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

JPN 

USA 


8.07 

7.34 

6.96 

6.93 

6.20 


4.57 

4.54 

4.52 

4.27 
4.19 
3.98 
3.92 
3.73 
3.73 
3.68 
3.63 

3.52 
3.32 

3.28 


Ryder Cup points 

Le Golf National 
Guyancourt, France 
Sept. 28-30, 2018 
Through May 13 

I Initarl Ctatoc 


United 

1. Patrick Reed 

2. Justin Thomas 

3. Dustin Johnson 

4. Jordan Spieth 

5. Bubba Watson 

6. Rickie Fowler 

7. Brooks Koepka 

8. Phil Mickelson 

9. Webb Simpson 
.0. Matt Kuchar 
.1. Brian Harman 

.2. Bryson DeChambeau 
.3. Kevin Kisner 
.4. Xander Schauffele 
.5. Tony Finau 

European Points 

1. Tyrrell Hatton 

2. Justin Rose 

3. Jon Rahm 

4. Ross Fisher 

5. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

6. Tommy Fleetwood 

7. Paul Dunne 

8. Rory Mcllroy 

9. Alexander Levy 
.0. Sergio Garcia 

World Points 

1. Justin Rose 

2. Jon Rahm 

3. Tyrrell Hatton 

4. Rory Mcllroy 

5. Tommy Fleetwood 

6. Sergio Garcia 

7. Alex Noren 

8. Ian Poulter 

9. Matthew Fitzpatrick 
.0. Paul Casey 


6,728.500 

6,352.273 

5,161.597 

4,679.158 

4,102.303 

3,815.197 

3,712.548 

3,673.247 

3,662.307 

3,211.860 

2,793.115 

2,264.505 

2,240.881 


3,096,447.75 
2,961,330.27 
2,088,832.87 
* ,561,831.18 
,479,284.04 
,383,317.52 
,307,270.29 
,160,411.88 
,137,839.70 
,044,158.39 

270.14 

248.36 

176.18 

159.39 

158.35 

126.63 

122.11 

113.21 

105.54 


101.8! 


Presidents Cup standings 

2019 Presidents Cup Standings 
At Royal Melbourne Golf Club 
Melbourne, Australia 
Dec. 12-15, 2019 
Through May 13 
Top 10 automatically qualify 
United States 

1. Justin Thomas 2,21 

2. Phil Mickelson 1,3! 

3. Patrick Reed 1,31 

4. Webb Simpson l,3i 

5. Patton Kizzire 1,3: 

6. Xander Schauffele 1,3 

7. Dustin Johnson 1,31 

8. Tony Finau 1,2! 

9. Bubba Watson 1,2! 

.0. Rickie Fowler 1,2 

.1. Patrick Cantlay 1,1: 

.2. Pat Perez 1,1: 

.3. Luke List 1,0' 

.4. Andrew Landry 1,0 

.5. Brendan Steele 91 

International 

1. Jason Day AUS 6 

2. Hideki Matsuyama — 

3. Marc Leishman 

4. Satoshi Kodaira 

5. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

6. Louis Oosthuizen 

7. Branden Grace 

8. Cameron Smith 

9. Si Woo Kim 
.0. Adam Hadwin 
.1. Li Haotong 
.2. Dylan Frittelli 
.3. Thomas Pieters 
.4. Jhonattan Vegas 
.5. Yusaku Miyazato 


AUS 

KOR 

CAN 

CHN 


FedEx Cup leaders 


1. Justin Thomas 

2. Jason Day 

3. Phil Mickelson 

4. Patton Kizzire 

5. Patrick Reed 

6. Bubba Watson 

7. Dustin Johnson 

8. Webb Simpson 

9. Jon Rahm 
.0. Tony Finau 
.1. Justin Rose 
.2. Paul Casey 

.3. Andrew Landry 
.4. Pat Perez 
.5. Luke List 


oints Money 
1,874 $5,523,800 
1,533 $4,175,166 
1,348 $3,647,601 
1,329 $3,177,988 
1,315 $3,859,652 
1,292 $3,714,764 
1,228 $3,358,525 
1,228 $3,438,767 
1,144 $2,811,018 
1,118 $2,704,545 
1,069 $3,149,877 
1,047 $2,569,185 
1,014 $2,251,194 
1,006 $2,608,341 
1,002 $2,477,595 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

MLB — Extended the administrative 
leave of Toronto RHP Roberto Osuna by 
seven days through May 21 as the com¬ 
missioner’s office investigates a charge 
of assault. 

American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Activated RHP 
Steven Wright. Placed RHP Hector 
Velazquez on the 10-day DL. Sent RHP 
Tyler Thornburg and 2B Dustin Pedroia 
on a rehab assignments to Pawtucket 
Red Sox. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Placed 3B Jeimer 
Candelario on the 10-day DL, retroac¬ 
tive to May 13. Recalled INF r Dawel Lugo 
from Toledo (IL). 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Recalled INF- 
OF Hunter Dozier from Omaha (PCL). 
Placed IB Lucas Duda on the 10-day DL. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Sent RHP 
Blake Wood on a rehab assignment to In¬ 
land (Cal). Placed RHP Keynan Middleton 
on 10-day DL. Recalled Felix Pena from 
Salt Lake (PCL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Reinstated 
INF/OF Brandon Drury from the 10-day 
DL and optioned him to Scranton/Wil¬ 
kes-Barre (IL). Transferred the rehab as¬ 
signments for IB Greg Bird and OF Billy 
McKinney to Trenton (EL). 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Selected INF 
Gordon Beckham from Tacoma (PCL). 
Placed INF Robinson Cano on the 10-day 
DL. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Recalled RHP 
Hunter Wood from Durham (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Sent RHP Chris 
Martin and OF Carlos Tocci on rehab as¬ 
signment to Frisco (Texas). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Optioned LF 
Anthony Alford to Buffalo (IL). 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Sent RHPs Mi¬ 
chael Lorenzen and Anthony DeSclafani 
on a rehab assignments to Pensacola 
(SL). 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Placed INF DJ 
LeMahieu on the 10-day DL. Recalled INF 
Pat Valaika from Albuquerque (PCL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Optioned 
C Kyle Farmer and CF Tim Locastro to 
Oklahoma City (PCL). Activated 3B Logan 
Forsythe from the 10-day DL. 

NEW YORK METS - Activated RF Jay 
Bruce from the paternity list. Optioned 
IB Dominic Smith to Las Vegas (PCL). 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 
RHP Jake Thompson to Lehigh Valley (IL). 
Sent RHP Victor Arano on a rehab as¬ 
signment to Reading (EL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Sent 2B Josh 
Harrison on a rehab assignment to Al¬ 
toona (EL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Sent RHP Alex 
Reyes on a rehab assignment to Peoria 
(MWL). 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Optioned INF 
Carlos Asuaje and RF Hunter Renfroe to 
El Paso (PCL). Selected the contract of 
OF Franmil Reyes from El Paso. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Placed INF 
Alen Hanson on the 10-day DL, retroac¬ 
tive to May 13. Recalled OF Austin Slater 
from Sacramento (PCL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Signed DT 
Siupeli Anau, WR C.J. Duncan, LB Airius 
Moore and OL Greg Pyke. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Signed WR Matt 
Fleming, DB John Franklin III, OL Jeremi 
Hall, DB Tyrin Holloway and OL Matt 
McCants. Released OL Travis Averill, LB 
Howard Jones, OL Cameron Lee and LB 


Nyles Morgan. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed QB 
Brogan Roback, DB Tigie Sankoh and LB 
Genard Avery. 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed WR Deontez 
Alexander, TE Marcus Lucas and CB Josh 
Okonye. Waived WR Kyle Lewis. Waived- 
injured TE Brandon Barnes. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Signed WR 
Justice Liggins and DE Patrick Afriyie. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS - Waived LB Car¬ 
los Thompson. Signed RB Nick Holley, S 
Afolabi Laguda, TE Codey McElroy, S Ste¬ 
ven Parker, QB Luis Perez and DE Brian 
Womac. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Signed P 
Corey Bojorquez. Released WR Darren 
Andrews. 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS - Signed DT 
Jay Bromley, LB KeShun Freeman, OL Mi¬ 
chael Ola and FB Ryan Yurachek. Waived 
LB Adam Bighill, OL Daronte Bouldin, and 
DBs Rickey Jefferson and Bradley Sylve. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Waived CB Bran¬ 
don Dixon, OT Adam Bisnowaty, LB Der¬ 
rick Mathews, CB C.J. Goodwin, TE Ste¬ 
phen Baggett and CB Bryon Fields. Signed 
G Chris Scott, CB Chris Lewis-Harris, G 
Malcolm Bunche, WR Alonzo Russell, DB 
Mike Jones and RB Robert Martin. 

NEW YORK JETS - Claimed OT Antonio 
Garcia off waivers from New England. 
Waived K Nick Rose. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed P Johnny 
Townsend, S Dallin Leavitt and LS Drew 
Scott. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Signed S 
Marcell Harris to a four-year contract. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Agreed to terms 
with TE Anthony Firsker, DB Joseph Este, 
LB Robert Spillane, LB Tobenna Okeke 
and DE Connor Flagel. Waived QB Ty¬ 
ler Ferguson, CB Elijaah Goins, CB Ryan 
McKinley and RB Larry Rose. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed 
LB Vontae Diggs, C Casey Dunn and WR 
Darvin Kidsy. Waived WR Mikah Holer 
and C Sean Welsh. 

Canadian Football League 

WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS - Signed 
WRs Tyrone Pierre and Daniel Peter- 
mann, K Felix Mernard-Briere and DB 
Tharold Simon. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Fined Washington D Michal 
Kempny $2,419.35 for cross-checking 
Tampa Bay F Cedric Paquette during a 
May 13 game at Tampa. 

COLLEGE 

NCAA — Named Dean Blandino foot¬ 
ball’s director of instant replay and An¬ 
thony Holman managing director for 
championships operations and playing 
rules. 

DAVIS & ELKINS - Named Evan Merrill 
men’s lacrosse coach. 

FLORIDA GULF COAST - Named Justin 
Farr men’s assistant basketball coach. 

NYU — Announced the resignation of 
women’s basketball coach Lauren Hall- 
Gregory. 

PENN STATE - Announced men’s bas¬ 
ketball guard Kyle McCloskey has trans¬ 
ferred from Villanova. 

SIENA—Fired lacrosse coach John 
Svec. 

SOUTH CAROLINA - Announced wom¬ 
en’s graduate basketball G Nelly Perry 
has transferred from Clemson. 

VANDERBILT - Named Shereka 
Wright women’s associate head basket¬ 
ball coach. 


AP sportlight 


May 16 

1884 — African-American Isaac Mur¬ 
phy, considered one of the greatest race 
riders in American history, wins the first 
of his three Kentucky Derbies when he 
guides Buchanan to victory. The horse, 
trained by African-American William 
Bird, is the first maiden to win the Ken¬ 
tucky Derby. 

1916 — Damrosch, ridden by Linus 
McAtee, takes the early lead, gives it up 
in the stretch, and comes back to beat 
Greenwood by 1A lengths in the Preak- 
ness Stakes. 

1925 — Flying Ebony, ridden by Earl 
Sande, becomes the fourth field horse to 
win the Kentucky Derby, a lA-length vic¬ 
tory over Captain Hal. The first network 
radio broadcast of the Kentucky Derby 
airs from WHAS in Louisville. 

1964 — Northern Dancer, ridden by Bill 
Hartack, wins the Preakness Stakes by 
2A lengths over The Scoundrel. 

1976 — The Montreal Canadiens win 
their 19th Stanley Cup with a 5-3 victory 
over the Philadelphia Flyers, capping a 
four-game sweep. 

1980 — The Los Angeles Lakers beat 
the Philadelphia 76ers 123-107 to win 
the NBA title in six games. Rookie guard 
Magic Johnson fills in at center for the 
injured Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and comes 
up with 42 points, 15 rebounds and seven 
assists and is named the Finals MVP. The 
42 points are the most scored by a rookie 
in an NBA Finals game. 

1982 — The New York Islanders win 
the Stanley Cup for the third straight 
year, completing a four-game sweep of 
the Vancouver Canucks with a 3-1 vic¬ 
tory. 

1992 — America3, Bill Koch’s high-tech 
racing machine, wins the America’s Cup 
4-1 in the best-of-seven final series with 
a 44-second victory over Italy’s II Moro di 


Venezia. 

1996 — Steve Yzerman scores 1:15 into 
the second overtime as Detroit advances 
to the Western Conference finals with 
a 1-0 victory over the St. Louis Blues in 
Game 7. It’s the second time in NHL his¬ 
tory that a Game 7 is scoreless heading 
into overtime. 

1999 — The New York Knicks become 
the second eighth-seeded team in NBA 
playoff history to defeat a number one 
seed in the playoffs when they beat the 
Miami Heat in five games. 

2001 — Allen Iverson scores 52 points 
— including 29 in the first half — as Phila¬ 
delphia routs Toronto 121-88 to take a 3-2 
lead in the best-of-seven Eastern Confer¬ 
ence semifinals. 

2009 — Rachel Alexandra becomes the 
fifth filly to win the Preakness Stakes, 
and the first since Nellie Morse in 1924. 

2010 — American sprinter Tyson Gay 
breaks a 44-year-old record for 200 me¬ 
ters run on a straight track at the Great 
City Games in Manchester, England. Gay 
finishes in 19.41 seconds into a slight 
headwind on a specially constructed 
track, shaving 0.09 off the mark Tommie 
Smith set in May 1966 at San Jose, Calif. 

2014 — College of Charleston beats 
William & Mary 3-2 in 23 innings, tying 
for the second-longest baseball game in 
NCAA history. The game is two innings 
short of the NCAA record set when Texas 
outlasted Boston College 3-2 in the 2009 
NCAA tournament. In 1971, Louisiana-La- 
fayette defeated McNeese State 6-5 in 23 
innings. 

2015 — American Pharoah wins the 
Preakness in a driving rain, keeping alive 
his Triple Crown bid. Ridden by Victor 
Espinoza, the heavy favorite wins eas¬ 
ily despite starting from the unfavorable 
No. 1 post. 
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SOCCER/SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

Silencing non-playing blues 
vital for World Cup teams 



Ivan Sekretarev/AP 


Australia’s Massimo Luongo, center, was one of four players unused 
by coach Ange Postecoglou in the 2014 World Cup. 


By John Leicester 

Associated Press 

PARIS — They won’t score 
goals, make assists, tackles or 
important saves but will still be 
essential to the well-being of the 
32 teams at the World Cup. Who 
are they? 

The answer to this riddle: Play¬ 
ers who never make it off the 
bench. 

The mathematics of soccer — 
11 starters, three substitutes and 
a fourth in extra time — mean all 
of the 23-man squads will have 
players who’ll have to swallow 
their pride when coaches don’t 
field them, try to keep their egos 
and frustrations in check and find 
other ways to be useful for their 
teams. 

Conversely, for coaches, keep¬ 
ing second- or third-choice play¬ 
ers motivated will be one of the 
big challenges, so they remain 
ready to play if needed and 
don’t sulk and sap team morale. 
Groundwork will be laid before 
the tournament, with coaches 
warning players in advance that 
they may, at best, play only bit- 
parts in Russia. 

“To make these players feel 
they are important, so they sup¬ 
port the group, isn’t always easy,” 
France coach Didier Deschamps 
said. “I spend a lot of time with 
those who play a little or not at 
all.” 

Then aged 21, Australia mid¬ 


fielder Massimo Luongo was one 
of four outfield players unused by 
coach Ange Postecoglou in the 
Socceroos squad that went out in 
the group stage of the 2014 World 
Cup, losing to Chile, the Nether¬ 
lands and Spain. Although he was 
“just ecstatic” to make the trip to 
Brazil, Luongo says the lack of 
playing time was “difficult.” 

“We had a lot of midfielders and 
I was the newest and the young¬ 
est,” he recalled in an interview 
with The Associated Press. “It’s 
not nice, obviously, missing out, 
especially when you think, ‘Oh, I 
could have a chance of just play¬ 
ing in a World Cup, even if it’s for 
a minute.’ It was a bit upsetting.” 

“It left, like, that little hole in 
my belly that wasn’t filled,” Lu¬ 
ongo added. “So for this World 
Cup I’m just starving to play.” 

For a player who isn’t first 
choice, the second-best scenario 
is to play a brilliant cameo, like 
Portugal’s Eder at the 2016 Eu¬ 
ropean Championship. The for¬ 
ward barely featured, used only 
as a late substitute in a couple of 
group-stage matches and not at 
all in the knockout games, before 
coach Fernando Santos brought 
him on in the 79th minute of the 
final against France, as Portu¬ 
gal’s third and last substitute. He 
scored the winning goal, in extra 
time. 

Unused players who don’t get to 
make an on-field impact can still 
help the team dynamic off the 


field. Goalkeeper Nick Rimando, 
taken to the 2014 World Cup but 
not played by the U.S. team, says 
he put in extra shifts in training, 
so first-choice ‘keeper Tim How¬ 
ard didn’t have to waste energy 
in goal and could stay fresh for 
matches. 

Some bench players tell them¬ 
selves that by training doubly 
hard, they help keep first-choice 
players on their toes, toughen 
them up for matches and stop 
them from getting complacent 
about their spot on the team. 
Australia’s Postecoglou asked his 
bench to play like Chile, the Neth¬ 
erlands and Spain in training, to 
prepare his starting XI to face 
them, Luongo said. 

“You have to try to make it as 
realistic as possible for the team 
that is playing,” he said. 

Popular bench players can also 
help teams gel and maintain mo¬ 
rale as World Cup days away from 
home stretch into weeks. Riman¬ 
do said “a big part” of him being 
selected in 2014 “was that I got 
along with the guys, interacted 
with them great and brought the 
team together.” 

“Just hanging around with ev¬ 
erybody, being easy going, make 
sure everybody was light on 
their feet, not too nervous, joking 
around here and there when need 
be, just kind of keeping everybody 
light,” he said in an interview. “I 
didn’t have an ego going in there 
that I needed to play.” 


Sulking about not playing “can 
be damaging to the team” and 
can’t be tolerated, he added. 

“Once one person does that it 
kind of trickles down and brings 
a bad vibe on the group,” he said. 
“Some people you need to have a 
chat with alone. Some people you 
can yell at in front of the whole 
team. Everybody is different in 
that way. If you do have some¬ 
what of a cancer on the team, you 
need to take care of it quickly be¬ 
cause that can spread really, re¬ 
ally quick.” 

Marc Wilmots, Belgium’s coach 
in 2014, said he warned play¬ 
ers in advance to behave if they 
didn’t play. He recalled telling 
one young midfielder: “‘I don’t 
want players who’ll look out for 
themselves. I want players who’ll 
serve our country. There are four 
top players but just two of them 
will play. And if I see one of them 


sulking, I’ll send him home.’” 

“That work is done in advance,” 
he told the AP. “Before selecting 
the 23, it’s important to look a bit 
at the psychological profile of each 
player, because you have to create 
a group, not individualities.” 

In the first of his four World 
Cups as a player, Wilmots didn’t 
get on the field at all in Italy 
in 1990, but still cherished the 
experience. 

“I learned from the veterans, 
watching how they were and how 
they carried themselves and the 
details of the profession,” he said. 

Luongo said that despite not 
playing, the Brazil World Cup 
changed him. 

“That has been my biggest 
learning curve, and I probably 
grew as a player most in that lit¬ 
tle spell,” he said. “When I came 
back to my club, I felt I was head 
and shoulders a different player.” 


Briefly 

Barcelona, Madrid back 24-team Club World Cup 


Associated Press 

BARCELONA, Spain — Bar¬ 
celona has given its backing to 
FIFA’s plans to expand the Club 
World Cup to a 24-team competi¬ 
tion played every four years. 

Barcelona’s board of directors 
says the expanded tournament 
would be “exciting, dynamic, in¬ 
clusive and prestigious.” 

The Liga champion regards as 
favorable the subsequent elimina¬ 
tion of “two FIFA competitions, 
the Confederations Cup [for na¬ 
tional teams] and the current Club 
World Cup” played every year by 
seven clubs in December. 

Barcelona says FIFA’s plans 
would also “create a global plat¬ 
form for clubs to contribute to the 
growth of their brands.” 

Rival Spanish powerhouse Real 
Madrid has also said it likes the 
proposal. 

Madrid is part of the Euro¬ 
pean Club Association, which 
has voiced concerns about FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino’s pro¬ 
posals for a quadrennial Club 
World Cup to replace the annual 
tournament and pushed for play¬ 


ers to get more mandatory rest 
periods. 

Europe’s top domestic competi¬ 
tions, including the English Pre¬ 
mier League and Spain’s La Liga, 
have also opposed FIFA’s plans. 

But Madrid, winner of the last 
two editions of the Club World 
Cup, is endorsing Infantino’s vi¬ 
sion of the tournament being 
played every four years in June 
or July with 12 representatives 
from Europe. 

Madrid’s director of institu¬ 
tional relations, Emilio Butrague- 
no, believes fans would prefer the 
new tournament over the current 
seven-team format. 

“We honestly believe it could 
be an attractive competition,” 
he said. “We see it that way as 
do other important clubs in Eu¬ 
rope, who see the possibility 
favorably.” 

Cano suspended 80 
games for drug violation 

SEATTLE — Seattle Mariners 
All-Star second baseman Rob¬ 
inson Cano has been suspended 


80 games for violating baseball’s 
joint drug agreement. 

The league announced Cano’s 
suspension Tuesday in a stun¬ 
ning development for the stalwart 
in the middle of the Mariners’ 
lineup and a club expected to 
contend for a postseason spot 
in the American League. Cano 
tested positive for Furosemide, a 
diuretic. In a statement released 
through the players’ association, 
Cano says, “This substance was 
given to me by a licensed doc¬ 
tor in the Dominican Republic to 
treat a medical ailment.” He said 
he didn’t realize it was banned. 

It’s the first major strike in a 
career that has Hall of Fame po¬ 
tential. Cano was trending toward 
being one of the few current play¬ 
ers with a chance to reach 3,000 
hits in his career and has been a 
consummate defensive standout. 
Cano is an eight-time All-Star but 
now must deal with the stigma of 
a suspension. 

In other MLB news: 

■ Major League Baseball has 
extended the administrative leave 
of Toronto closer Roberto Osuna 


by seven days through May 21 as 
the commissioner’s office inves¬ 
tigates a charge of assault filed 
against the All-Star. 

Osuna was put on administra¬ 
tive leave by MLB on May 8. The 
pitcher was charged with one 
count of assault, according to To¬ 
ronto Police Constable Jenifferjit 
Sidhu. 

The commissioner’s office an¬ 
nounced the extension Monday. 
Osuna, who is from Mexico, is 
scheduled to appear in court June 
18. 

Administrative leave is not con¬ 
sidered discipline. Osuna remains 
on the restricted list and contin¬ 
ues to receive his $5.3 million sal¬ 
ary but is ineligible to play. 

Commissioner Rob Manfred 
has the option of suspending 
Osuna either without pay, or 
with pay pending the resolution 
of legal proceedings — a penalty 
that later could be converted to 
without pay. Osuna could chal¬ 
lenge any discipline before arbi¬ 
trator Mark Irvings. 

■ The St. Louis Cardinals have 
placed Adam Wainwright back 


on the 10-day disabled list after 
the right-hander struggled with 
velocity in his last start and said 
he needed “to pause and get it 
right.” 

The 36-year-old Wainwright 
also was on the DL with elbow 
inflammation before returning 
Sunday in San Diego. But he last¬ 
ed just 2V3 innings in the Cardi¬ 
nals’ 5-3 loss to the Padres. 

Wainwright is 1-3 with a 4.00 
ERA in four starts this season. 

AP: Tepper to buy 
Panthers for $2.2 billion 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The 
Carolina Panthers are being sold 
for an NFL-record $2.2 billion. 

Hedge fund manager David 
Tepper has agreed to buy the 
Panthers from team founder 
Jerry Richardson, two people 
familiar with the situation said 
Tuesday. The people spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity because the team has 
not yet announced the sale. 

The purchase is subject to a 
vote at the NFL owners meeting 
next week in Atlanta. 
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PREAKN ESS/GAMBLING 



Ed Reinke/AP 


As a teenager, trainer Bob Baffert, left, looked up to trainer D. 
Wayne Lukas, right, as a legend. They’ve developed a friendship as 
deep as their combined success as two of the best thoroughbred 
trainers in racing history that extends to this week when they go 
head-to-head again in the Preakness Stakes each has won six times. 


NFL asks Congress 
for gambling help 


Rivals on 
track, but 
friends off 

By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

Bob Baffert has spent his whole 
life following D. Wayne Lukas. 

As a teenager at the quarter 
horse track in Arizona where Baf¬ 
fert tagged along with his dad and 
learned about racing, he looked 
up to Lukas as a legend. 

“I’ll never forget when he came 
in with his fancy trailer and man, 
there’s Wayne Lukas,” Baffert 
said. “He was huge then. He’s al¬ 
ways set the bar.” 

Baffert even asked Lukas for 
a job out of high school. Lukas 
turned Baffert down, but in the 
four-plus decades since, they’ve 
developed a friendship as deep as 
their combined success. 

They are two of the best thor¬ 
oughbred trainers in racing his¬ 
tory and their paths are crossing 
again this week at Pimlico Race 
Course in Baltimore. They will go 
head to head in the Preakness, a 
race that each has won six times. 

“We’ve become good friends 
because we have a lot in common, 
we had a lot of quarter horse sto¬ 
ries and friends that we knew 
coming up,” Baffert said. “It’s 
been a lot of fun.” 

Baffert goes into the Preakness 
with Kentucky Derby winner Jus¬ 
tify , the heavy favorite to advance 
to the Belmont Stakes with the 
chance to give the 65-year-old his 
second Triple Crown champion in 
four years. A win Saturday would 
tie the 83-year-old Lukas’ record 
of 14 Triple Crown victories. 

Lukas said Baffert “is going to 
roll right past that” mark. 

“Bob is an excellent horse¬ 
man,” said Lukas, who is expect¬ 
ed to start Bravazo and Sporting 
Chance in the Preakness. “Not 
only has he got a good clientele 
base and gets some nice horses, 
but he absolutely knows what to 
do with them.” 

Baffert’s dad got him involved 
in horse racing at age 11 and he 
considers his father his mentor 
— but he holds Lukas in high re¬ 
gard. Lukas has been an icon and 
rival for Baffert over the years, 
especially in the 1990s and 2000s 
when owner Bob Lewis pitted the 
two against each other. 

Calling Lukas one of the hardest 


workers he has ever seen, Baffert 
set out to duplicate those efforts 
with incredible success. Lukas 
and Baffert just kept winning — 
including a combined 34 Breed¬ 
ers Cup’ races to go along with the 
Triple Crown victories — and be¬ 
came closer along the way. 

“The one thing that you quickly 
find out is who you can greatly 
respect and respect is what really 
starts to bond these friendships 
that we develop over the years,” 
Lukas said. “I have developed a 
deep friendship and respect with 
him and his whole family, (his 
wife) Jill and everybody for the 
simple reason that I think he’s a 
very good horseman and he does 
a very, very good job.” 

Baffert has done such a good 
job that Lukas considers him one 
of the top three or four trainers in 
history. If Justify wins Saturday, 
it would tie him with 19th-cen¬ 
tury trainer R.W. Walden for the 
most Preakness victories. 

Leading up to Saturday’s race, 
Baffert will again share a barn 
with Lukas, who is looking for his 
first win on the Triple Crown trail 
since 2013. Despite the drought, 
Lukas is still the standard by 
which many younger trainers 
measure themselves. 


“To me, he is still above me,” 
Baffert said. “He thinks he’s 
going to win everything.” 

As much as Baffert praises 
Lukas for changing quarter-horse 
and thoroughbred racing, Lukas 
acknowledges Baffert’s more 
recent impact. The old-school 
Lukas looks to Baffert’s manage¬ 
ment model now and jokes, “I’m 
saddling horses for him and I’m 
sort of his assistant.” 

“Our game is more than just 
trying to race horses,” Lukas 
said. “It’s managing people, man¬ 
aging horses, developing studs 
and put them out, effecting the 
breeding industry, causing eco¬ 
nomic impact in the sale ring and 
Bob has done all of that. ... Bob 
affects every facet of the industry 
in some way or another.” 

Baffert has come a long way 
from the 18-year-old who Lukas 
had no job for back in the day. Baf¬ 
fert ended the 37-year-old Triple 
Crown drought with American 
Pharoah in 2015 and continues to 
build his resume race by race. 

“I learned it by trial and error 
— mostly error,” Baffert said. 
“And I said (to Wayne), ‘I’m 
sure glad you turned me down, 
because you’d be taking all the 
credit for this.’” 


By Steve Megargee 

Associated Press 

The NFL wants Congress to 
enact a framework for legalized 
sports betting in the wake of a 
Supreme Court ruling that clears 
the way for more states to allow 
sports gambling. 

Supreme Court justices voted 
6-3 on Monday to strike down a 
1992 law that barred most state- 
authorized sports gambling. Be¬ 
fore the Supreme Court ruling, 
Nevada was the only state that al¬ 
lowed people to bet on the results 
of a single game. 

“Congress has long recognized 
the potential harms posed by 
sports betting to the integrity of 
sporting contests and the public 
confidence in these events,” the 
NFL said in a statement. “Given 
that history, we intend to call on 
Congress again, this time to enact 
a core regulatory framework for 
legalized sports betting.” 

All the major leagues re¬ 
sponded to a ruling that figures 
to have far-reaching implications 
throughout the sports world. The 
NHL noted that “today paves the 
way to an entirely different land¬ 
scape — one in which we have not 
previously operated.” 

NBA Commissioner Adam 
Silver, a supporter of legalizing 
sports gambling, said his league 
would “remain active in ongoing 
discussions with state legisla¬ 
tures” about expanding wagering 
options. 

Silver also said the league would 
like to see a federal framework 
instead of a state-by-state system. 
The NBA once opposed expanded 
sports betting but has long said it 
supports robust regulation. 

The NBA and Major League 
Baseball have argued in recent 
months for a 1 percent cut of pro¬ 
ceeds if legalized sports betting 
expands across the country, say¬ 
ing part of that money would be 
needed for additional compliance 
and enforcement efforts within 
the game. 

“As each state considers wheth¬ 
er to allow sports betting, we will 
continue to seek the proper pro¬ 
tections for our sport, in part¬ 


nership with other professional 
sports,” Major League Baseball 
said in a statement. 

Keith Whyte, the executive di¬ 
rector of the National Council on 
Problem Gambling, believes any 
governmental body and sports 
league that receives a direct per¬ 
centage or portion of sports bet¬ 
ting revenue must also dedicate 
funds to prevent and treat gam¬ 
bling problems. 

“Some of that 1 percent of bet¬ 
ting fees is going to come from 
people with uncontrollable gam¬ 
bling problems,” Whyte said. 
“We believe by taking a cut of 
this money, (the leagues would) 
put themselves in the position of 
having to do something to reduce 
those costs. Great profits come 
with great responsibility.” 

MLB said it would “continue 
to support legislation that cre¬ 
ates air-tight coordination and 
partnerships between the state, 
the casino operators and the gov¬ 
erning bodies in sports” toward 
protecting the integrity of the 
game. Major League Soccer is¬ 
sued a statement seeking similar 
cooperation. 

“Although Major League Soc¬ 
cer is supportive of today’s Su¬ 
preme Court decision, we also 
believe that it is critical that state 
legislatures and other regulatory 
bodies work closely with the pro¬ 
fessional sports leagues in the 
United States to develop a regu¬ 
latory framework to protect the 
integrity of each of our respective 
sports,” the MLS said in its state¬ 
ment. “We look forward to being 
a part of that process.” 

Plenty of leagues already have 
taken steps to make sure their 
players are educated on the issue. 

For example, last year the PGA 
Tour hired Genesis Sports to help 
with its new “Integrity Program” 
that began at the start of the year. 
The program requires players 
on all six circuits the PGA Tour 
manages to take part in an online 
tutorial that, among other things, 
illustrates some of the far-reach¬ 
ing effects of gambling. 

The ruling will impact college 
sports as well as the pro leagues. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


New York 
Boston 
Toronto 
Tampa Bay 
Baltimo 

Cleveland 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Kansas City 
Chicago 

Los Angeles 
Houston 
Seattle 
Oakland 


Central Division 


West Division 


National League 

East Division 


Atlanta 
Philadelphia 
Washington 
New York 
Miami 


24 18 .571 2 

19 18 .514 4'/2 

14 26 .350 11 


Milwaukee 
St. Louis 
Pittsburgh 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 

V 

Arizona 
Colorado 
San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
San Diego 


Central Division 


.500 

.400 


16 27 

Sunday’s games 

Baltimore 17, Tampa Bay 1 
N.Y. Yankees 6, Oakland 2 
Boston 5, Toronto 3 
Detroit 5, Seattle 4 
Cleveland 11, Kansas City 2 
Houston 6, Texas 1 

Chicago White Sox 5, Chicago Cubs 3 
L.A. Angels 2, Minnesota 1 
Atlanta 4, Miami 3 
Philadelphia 4, N.Y. Mets 2 
San Francisco 5, Pittsburgh 0 
Milwaukee 7, Colorado 3 
Cincinnati 5, L.A. Dodgers 3 
San Diego 5, St. Louis 3 
Washington 6, Arizona 4 
Monday’s games 
Tampa Bay 2, Kansas City 1 
Detroit 6, Cleveland 3 
Oakland 6, Boston 5 
Seattle 1, Minnesota 0 
L.A. Angels 2, Houston 1 
Atlanta 6, Chicago Cubs 5 
Milwaukee 7, Arizona 2 
Colorado 6, San Diego 4 
San Francisco 10, Cincinnati 7 
Tuesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Yankees at Washington 
Philadelphia at Baltimore 
Cleveland at Detroit 
Oakland at Boston 
Toronto at N.Y. Mets 
St. Louis at Minnesota 
Tampa Bay at Kansas City 
Houston at L.A. Angels 
Texas at Seattle 
Colorado at San Diego 
L.A. Dodgers at Miami 
Chicago Cubs at Atlanta 
Milwaukee at Arizona 
Cincinnati at San Francisco 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox (Fulmer 2-3) at 
Pittsburgh (Taillon 2-3) 

Philadelphia (Velasquez 3-4) at Balti¬ 
more (TBD) 

Cleveland (Bauer 2-3) at Detroit (TBD) 
St. Louis (Mikolas 5-0) at Minnesota 
(Lynn 1-3) 

Toronto (Happ 4-3) at N.Y. Mets 
(Wheeler 2-2) 

Tampa Bay (Faria 3-2) at Kansas City 
(Hammel 0-4) 

Texas (Colon 1-1) at Seattle (TBD) 

N.Y. Yankees (Sabathia 2-0) at Wash¬ 
ington (Scherzer 7-1) 

Oakland (Cahill 1-1) at Boston (Sale 
3-1) 

Houston (Verlander 4-2) at L.A. Angels 
(Richards 4-1) 

Milwaukee (Woodruff 1-0) at Arizona 
(Koch 2-1) 

Cincinnati (Harvey 0-2) at San Fran¬ 
cisco (Suarez 1-2) 

L.A. Dodgers (Buehler 2-1) at Miami 
(Straily 1-0) 

Chicago Cubs (Chatwood 3-3) at At¬ 
lanta (McCarthy 4-2) 

Monday 

Angels 2, Astros 1 

Houston Los Angeles 


Altuve2b 

Correa ss z u i 

Gurriel lb 4 0 ( 

Gattisdh 3 0 ] 

Reddick rf 3 1 1 

Stassic 3 0 ] 

Fisher If 2 0 ( 

M.Gnza ph-lf 1 0 ( 

Totals 30 1 6 1 Totals 

Houston 001 01 

Los Angeles 010 001 00x-2 


Upton If 3 0 2 1 
Pujols dh 3 0 0 0 
A.Smmnsss3 110 
Vlbuenalb 3 0 11 

Kinsler2b 3 0 0 0 

K.CIhun rf 3 0 0 0 

Mldnadoc 2 10 0 

26 2 4 2 


.os Angeles 010 001 00x-2 

DP—Houston 2, Los Angeles 3. LOB— 
Houston 4, Los Angeles 2. 2B—Gattis (6), 
Reddick (4). SB—A.Simmons (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

McCullers L,5-2 6 4 2 2 2 6 

Peacock 1 00002 

Smith 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Los Angeles 

Heaney W,2-2 8 4 1 1 1 10 

Anderson S,l-2 1 2 0 0 1 0 

T—2:27. A—28,229 (45,050). 



Charlie Riedel/AP 

Tampa Bay’s Adeiny Hechavarria beats the tag by Royals catcher Salvador Perez to score on a hit by Matt Duffy in the sixth inning on Monday. 


Rays 2, Royals 1 

Tampa Bay Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Hchvrrass 4 12 0 Mrrfeld2b 4 13 1 

Cron lb 4 110 Soler rf 3 0 0 0 

M.Duffy 3b 4 0 3 2 Mstakas dh 4 0 1 0 

W.Ramosc 4 0 0 0 S.Perezc 3 0 0 0 

Dan.Rbr2b 4 0 0 0 Jay If 4 0 10 

B.MIIerdh 3 0 0 0 Cthbert3b 3 0 0 0 

Field cf-lf 3 0 10 Goins 3b 10 0 0 

Gomez rf 3 0 10 A.Grdon cf 4 0 0 0 

Rfsnydr If 3 0 0 0 A.Escbrss 2 0 10 

M.Smith cf 0 0 0 0 H.Dzierlb 3 0 0 0 

Totals 32 2 8 2 Totals 31 1 6 1 

Tampa Bay 100 001 000—2 

Kansas City 001 000 000-1 

DP—Tampa Bay 2, Kansas City 1. LOB— 
Tampa Bay 3, Kansas City 6. 2B—Hecha¬ 
varria (3), Cron (7). 3B-Jay (2). HR-Mer- 
rifield (4). CS-M.Duffy 2 (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Yarbrough W,3-2 5 5 1 1 3 4 

Roe H,11 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Venters H,2 'A0 0 0 0 0 

Romo H,4 VA 0 0 0 0 0 

AlvaradoH.il 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Colome S,7-9 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Kansas City 

Skoglund L.l-3 7% 7 2 2 0 4 

Adam l'A 1 0 0 0 3 

WP-Yarbrough. T-2:33. A-14,174 

(37,903). 

Braves 6, Cubs 5 

Atlanta Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Albies 2b 5 13 1 L Stlla 2b 4 110 

Acuna If 4 0 0 0 I.Happph 0 0 0 1 

F.Frman lb 3 0 0 0 Bryant 3b 5 112 

Mrkakis rf 5 2 2 0 Rizzo lb 2 0 0 0 

Flowers C 2 2 2 2 Zobrist rf 4 0 10 

Incarte cf 5 0 0 0 J.Baezss 4 0 0 0 

J.Btsta3b 4 113 Cratini c 4 110 

Minterp 0 0 0 0 Schwrbr If 2 110 
Clbrsonss 4 0 0 0 Almoracf 4 13 2 

Teheran p 2 0 10 Qintanap 10 0 0 

R. FIhrtph 1 0 0 0 Cishekp 0 0 0 0 

S. Frman p 0 0 0 0 Zagunisph 10 0 0 

Carle p 0 0 0 0 Densing p 0 0 0 0 

Cmrgo ph-3b 1 0 0 0 Strop p 0 0 0 0 

Cntrras ph 10 0 0 

J.WIson p 0 0 0 0 

Hancockp 0000 
Boteph 10 0 0 
Totals 36 6 9 6 Totals 33 5 8 5 

Atlanta 102 030 000-6 

Chicago 022 000 001-5 

E-Rizzo (2). DP—Atlanta 1. LOB-Atlan- 
ta 12, Chicago 6. 2B-Albies (14). HR—Al¬ 
bies (13), Flowers (1), J.Bautista (2), Bryant 
(8), Almora (2). SB-F.Freeman (3). CS-Cul- 
berson (1), Rizzo (1). S—Teheran (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Teheran W,4-1 6 4 4 4 3 1 

Freeman H,4 'A 2 0 0 0 0 

Carle H,7 VA 0 0 0 0 0 

Minter S,2-2 1 2 1111 

Chicago 

Quintana L,4-3 4 2 A 9 6 6 3 6 

Cishek 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Duensing 1 0 0 0 3 1 

Strop 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Wilson 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Hancock 1 00011 

HBP-by Minter (Happ). T-3:14. A- 
35,946 (41,649). 


Tigers 6, Indians 3 

Cleveland Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 5 0 11 Mahtooklf 5 0 10 

Brntley If 5 0 10 Kozma3b 4 0 11 

Jose.Rm 3b 3 2 11 V.Mrtindh 3 0 0 0 

Encrncodh 4 0 11 J.McCnnc 2 10 0 

R.Dvis pr-dh 0 0 0 0 Joh.Hck lb 3 2 10 

Alonso lb 4 0 0 0 J.Jones Cf 4 0 0 0 

Kipnis 2b 3 0 0 0 Goodrum rf 4 2 2 5 

Gomes C 4 0 0 0 J.lglssss 3 12 0 

G.AIIencf 4 13 0 D.Mchdo2b4 0 1 0 
Guyerrf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 35 3 7 3 Totals 32 6 8 6 

Cleveland 100 000 011-3 

Detroit 001 200 03x-6 

E—D.Machado (5). LOB-Cleveland 
8, Detroit 7. 2B—Encarnacion (3), Joh. 
Hicks (6), J.lglesias (8). 3B-G.AIIen (1). 
HR—Jose.Ramirez (13), Goodrum 2 (4). 
SB-Mahtook (2), J.lglesias (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Carrasco L,5-2 6% 6 3 3 2 4 

Marshall 'A 1 2 2 2 0 

McAllister 1 11112 

Detroit 

Fiers W,4-2 6 3 1 1 1 5 

Saupold H,1 1 10 0 11 

Jimenez H,7 % 1 1 0 0 1 

Stumpf H,6 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Greene 1 2 1111 

Marshall pitched to 2 batters in the 
8th WP—Saupold. T-3:10. A-17,775 
(41,297). 

Rockies 6, Padres 4 

Colorado San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Blckmoncf 4 0 10 Margot cf 5 0 11 

Cuevas rf 5 111 Hosmerlb 3 0 11 

Arenado3b 4 0 3 1 Pirela 2b 4 0 0 0 

Story ss 5 0 0 0 Vllneva3b 4 0 10 

Desmond lb 4 1 1 0 Cordero If 4 10 0 

Innettac 4 110 F.Reyesrf 4 0 0 0 

Parra If 4 113 Galvisss 4 2 3 0 

D.Cstro 2b 4 111 Ellis C 4 0 11 

Ty.Andrp 2 110 Lcchesi p 0 0 0 0 

B.Shawp 0 0 0 0 Szczurph 1110 

Ottvinop 0 0 0 0 Makitap 0 0 0 0 

Valaikaph 10 10 Spngnbrph 10 0 0 

W.Davis p 0 0 0 0 Strahm p 0 0 0 0 

Erlin p 0 0 0 0 

Jnkwski ph 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 611 6 Totals 34 4 8 3 

Colorado 001 023 000-6 

San Diego 001 111 000-4 

E—Story (4). DP—Colorado 1, San Di¬ 
ego 1. LOB—Colorado 7, San Diego 6. 
2B—Hosmer (13), Galvis (4), Szczur (3). 
3B—Galvis (2). HR-Cuevas (1), Parra (2), 
D.Castro (1). SB—Blackmon (4), Hosmer 


( 2 ). 


Anderson W,3-l 5% 7 4 3 

Shaw H,9 l’A 1 0 0 

Ottavino H,10 1 0 0 0 

Davis S,15-17 1 0 0 0 

San Diego 

Lucchesi 5 6 3 3 

Makita L,0-1 1 3 3 3 

Strahm 


B SO 


Athletics 6, Red Sox 5 

Oakland Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semienss 5 0 10 Betts rf 5 12 0 

Joyce If 4 12 1 Bnntndicf 4 111 

Lowrie2b 4 0 0 0 H.Rmirz lb 4 0 12 

K.Davis dh 4 12 1 J.Mrtin If 4 12 1 

M.OISOnlb 4 2 2 1 Bgaertsss 3 0 0 0 

M.Chpmn3b 4 12 0 E.Nunez2b 4 0 10 

Canharf 4 0 0 0 Swihartdh 4 0 0 0 

Lucroyc 4 112 Devers3b 4 111 

Du.FwIrcf 4 0 11 Leone 3 110 

Mreland ph 1 0 0 0 
Totals 37 611 6 Totals 36 5 9 5 
Oakland 001 301 010-6 

Boston 002 010 110-5 

E—M.Chapman 2 (4). DP—Oakland 1, 
Boston 1. LOB—Oakland 4, Boston 5. 2B— 
Lucroy (11), Betts (16). 3B—Du.Fowler (1). 
HR-Joyce (4), K.Davis (12), M.OIson (5), 
J.Martinez (11), Devers (7). SB-Betts (8). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Manaea W,5-4 6 8 4 3 1 4 

Petit H,3 2 1110 0 

Treinen S,7-9 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Boston 

Porcello L.5-1 6 9 5 5 0 5 

Hembree 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Smith 1 1110 0 

Johnson 1 00001 

Manaea pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 

WP-Manaea, Petit. T-2:40. A-35,249 
(37,731). 

Giants 10, Reds 7 

Cincinnati San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Winker If 5 12 0 Blanco If-cf 5 110 
Perazass 5 0 10 McCtchnrf 5 2 2 1 

Vottolb 2 0 10 Posey c 4 2 2 1 

Duvall lb 2 12 3 Belt lb 5 2 3 3 

Gennett 2b 5 0 0 0 Lngoria3b 5 12 1 

Suarez 3b 4 0 0 0 B.Crwfrss 4 12 2 

Schbler rf 4 3 3 1 A.Jcksn cf 3 0 0 0 

Brnhartc 3 12 3 Gearrinp 0 0 0 0 

Romano p 10 10 Sndoval ph 1 0 0 0 
Stphens p 0 0 0 0 Valdez p 0 0 0 0 

R.Hrrra ph 1 0 0 0 Tmlnson2b 5 0 12 

Floro p 0 0 0 0 Strtton p 10 0 0 

Brice p 0 0 0 0 P.Jhnsnp 0 0 0 0 

Blndinoph 1 0 0 0 Slater ph-lf 1110 

Hmiltoncf 4 110 

Totals 37 713 7 Totals 39101410 

Cincinnati 010 201 003 - 7 

San Francisco 312 003 Olx—10 

E—Blanco (3), Peraza 2 (6). DP—San 
Francisco 3. LOB—Cincinnati 6, San Fran¬ 
cisco 10. 2B—Winker (9), Schebler (5), 
Romano (1), McCutchen 2 (10), Posey 
(10), Belt (9), Longoria (13), B.Crawford 
2 (8). HR—Duvall (7), Schebler (5), Barn¬ 
hart (3), Belt (7). SB—Slater 2 (2). CS- 
R.Herrera (1). S-Stratton (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


2 2 


Brewers 7, Diamondbacks 2 


Milwaukee 


r h bi 


Arizona 


r hbi 


Erlin 


2 


T—2:55. A-17,245 (42,445). 


Romano L,2-4 2 'A 8 6 6 

Stephens VA 1 0 0 

Floro 2 3 3 2 

Brice 1 2 11 

San Francisco 

Stratton W,4-3 5 9 4 4 

Johnson H,1 10 0 0 

Gearrin 2 10 0 

Valdez 1 3 3 3 

Stratton pitched to 2 batters i 
6th HBP-by Gearrin (Duvall). T- 
A—36,156 (41,915). 


Cain cf 4 0 0 0 D.Prlta if-rf 4 

Do.Sntn rf 3 0 0 1 Dsclso3b-lf2 1 0 0 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 Gldschm lb 4 110 

Sladinoph 1112 Pollock cf 4 0 0 0 
Ta.Wllm p 0 0 0 0 Marrero 3b 0 0 0 0 

Aguilar lb 5 0 0 0 SzaJr. rf-cf 4 0 2 1 

T.Shaw 3b 3 0 0 0 K.Marte2b 3 0 10 

H.Perez If-rf 4 0 10 Ahmed ss 3 0 0 1 

Pinac 4 12 0 J.Mrphyc 3 0 10 

Villar 2b 4 3 3 1 Corbin p 2 0 0 0 

Arciass 4 112 Hirano p 0 0 0 0 

Ju.Grrap 2 0 0 0 Chafin p 0 0 0 0 

Yelich ph-lf 2 12 1 Sherfyp 0 0 0 0 

Owingsph 10 0 0 
Salas p 0 0 0 0 
Avila ph 10 0 0 
Totals 36 710 7 Totals 31 2 5 2 

Milwaukee 020 000 203-7 

Arizona 000 200 000-2 

LOB—Milwaukee 5, Arizona 7. 2B—Pina 
(3), Arcia (4), Souza Jr. (1). HR-Saladino 
(1), Villar (2). SB-Cain (9), Villar (7), Yelich 
(3). SF—Do.Santana (2), Ahmed (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Guerra W,3-3 6 3 2 2 4 3 

Hader H,6 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Williams 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Arizona 

Corbin L,4-l 6 6 4 4 1 8 

Hirano 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Chafin 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Sherfy % 0 0 0 1 0 

Salas 2 3 3 3 0 4 

Corbin pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
Chafin pitched to 1 batter in the 7th T— 
3:06. A-17,390 (48,519). 

Mariners 1, Twins 0 

Seattle Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

D.Grdoncf 4 110 Mauerdh 4 0 10 
Segura ss 3 0 2 0 B.Dzier2b 4 0 0 0 

Hanigerrf 4 0 0 0 Kepler rf 4 0 0 0 

N.Cruzdh 3 0 10 E.Escbr3b 4 0 0 0 

Seager3b 4 0 0 0 Garverc 3 0 10 

Healy lb 4 0 10 Mrrison lb 3 0 1 0 

Zuninoc 4 0 0 0 Grssman If 2 0 0 0 

Gamellf 3 0 10 E.Rsrio If 10 0 0 

Heredia If 0 0 0 0 Buxton cf 3 0 0 0 

Beckham 2b 4 0 0 0 Adranzass 3 0 10 

Totals 33 1 6 0 Totals 31 0 4 0 

Seattle 000 000 010-1 

Minnesota 000 000 000—0 

E—Morrison (1). LOB—Seattle 8, Min¬ 
nesota 4. 2B—D.Gordon (9), Segura (13), 
Healy (6), Gamel (2), Garver (4). S—Se¬ 
gura (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

LeBlanc 6 3 0 0 0 4 

Pazos W.1-0 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Vincent H,8 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Diaz S,14-15 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Minnesota 

Odorizzi 6 4 0 0 1 7 

Magill 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Hildenberger L,l-1 1 2 110 1 

Hughes 1 00000 

HBP-by Odorizzi (Cruz). T-2:53. A- 

16,581 (38,649). 
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Angels Heaney, Calhoun shut down Astros 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


The Astros’ George Springer, right, is tagged out by the Angels’ Andrelton Simmons during the ninth 
inning on Monday in Anaheim, Calif. Springer tried to take second on a fly out. The Angels won 2-1. 


Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — After An¬ 
drew Heaney induced a long fly¬ 
out with his 100th and final pitch, 
he left the mound with the fervent 
hope that the Los Angeles Angels 
were on their way to a victory that 
would deliver a statement to the 
mighty Houston Astros. 

With late help from Kole Cal¬ 
houn’s arm in right field, the An¬ 
gels made it. 

Heaney struck out 10 during a 
career-high eight innings of four- 
hit ball, and the Angels pulled 
percentage points ahead of Hous¬ 
ton atop the AL West with a 2-1 
victory over the Astros on Mon¬ 
day night. 

“It’s good to get a win to start 
a series against a divisional team, 
and a team that we think we’re 
going to be fighting tooth and nail 
with to the end,” said Heaney, 
who also matched his career best 
in strikeouts. 

Justin Upton singled home the 
tiebreaking run in the sixth in¬ 
ning for the Angels (25-16), who 
beat the defending World Se¬ 
ries champions (26-17) for the 
third time in four meetings this 
season. 

Luis Valbuena drove in an early 
run for the Angels in the opener 
of a three-game series. 

Heaney (2-2) led the way, limit¬ 
ing Houston to five baserunners 
in eight innings while outpitching 
Lance McCullers Jr., who took 
his first loss in seven starts since 
April 6. 

“I think we want to establish 
that it’s not a [surprise] we just 
won that game,” Heaney said. 
“It’s [saying] we can beat those 
guys. We’re just as good, if not 
better than these guys.” 

Houston native Justin Ander¬ 
son allowed three baserunners in 
the ninth, but the Angels rookie 
still earned his first career save 
with help from Calhoun, whose 
struggles at the plate haven’t af¬ 
fected his superb defense. 

After the right fielder caught 
Alex Bregman’s long fly in foul 
territory, he pivoted and threw 
out speedy George Springer, who 
tagged up and attempted to take 
second. 

“It helped us win the game, so 


that’s why I liked it,” Calhoun 
said. 

Calhoun’s throw and Andrelton 
Simmons’ clever tag on Springer 
completed a double play with 
Calhoun’s mqjor league-leading 
sixth outfield assist. 

“That’s a hard throw to make, 
but he’s one of the best,” Spring¬ 
er said of Calhoun. “He made a 
great throw, and you move on to 
tomorrow.” 

Anderson then allowed Jose 
Altuve’s single and walked Carlos 
Correa in the ninth, but survived 
when Yuli Gurriel grounded out. 

Max Stassi drove in an early 
run for the Astros, who lost for 
only the second time in seven 
games. 

“That’s a big win for us, play¬ 
ing one of the hottest teams in 
baseball,” Anderson said. “Took a 
little longer, made it a little more 
interesting for everybody, but it 
was fun.” 

Athletics 6, Red Sox 5: At 

Boston, Sean Manaea beat the 
Red Sox again in his first outing 
against them since pitching a no¬ 
hitter, and Khris Davis hit one of 
three solo homers for Oakland 

Matt Joyce and Matt Olson also 
went deep for the A’s, who had 
lost five of six to the Astros and 
Yankees. Davis connected for his 
team-leading 12th home run as 
Oakland handed Rick Porcello 
his first loss of the season. 

Brewers 7, Diamondbacks 2: 
Arizona center fielder A.J. Pol¬ 
lock was injured trying to make 
a play on pinch-hitter Tyler Sala- 
dino’s inside-the-park home run, 
and the host Diamondbacks lost 
their sixth straight game. 

Pollock dived for Saladino’s 
line drive in the ninth inning, 
missed and rolled over his glove 
hand, spraining his left thumb. 
He sat in center favoring his left 
arm while Saladino slid head¬ 
first for the 28th inside-the-park 
homer in club history. A trainer 
led Pollock off the field. The team 
expected to learn more about his 
injury Tuesday. 

Braves 6, Cubs 5: Ozzie Al- 
bies hit a leadoff drive for his 
13th homer, Jose Bautista belted 
a three-run shot and visiting At¬ 
lanta held off Chicago. 


Julio Teheran (4-1) pitched six 
innings and Tyler Flowers hit his 
first homer this season as NL- 
leading Atlanta (25-15) won for 
the sixth time in seven games. 
The surprising Braves moved 10 
games over .500 for the first time 
since July 28, 2014. 

Kris Bryant and Albert Almora 
Jr. each hit a two-run homer, but 
Jose Quintana (4-3) struggled for 
the Cubs. 

Giants 10, Reds 7: Andrew 
McCutchen doubled in his first 
two at-bats to reach 1,500 ca¬ 
reer hits, and host San Francisco 
snapped Cincinnati’s six-game 
winning streak. 

McCutchen sparked a three- 
run first against Sal Romano (2- 
4) with his first hit and then drove 
in a run in the second inning with 
another double. Brandon Belt 
homered and drove in three runs 
to give the Giants consecutive 
wins following a six-game skid. 

Mariners 1, Twins 0: First 
baseman Logan Morrison’s 
throwing error in the eighth in¬ 


ning accounted for the only run 
as visiting Seattle defeated Min¬ 
nesota after a long rain delay. 

In the makeup of an April 8 
postponement, Dee Gordon led off 
the eighth with a double against 
reliever Trevor Hildenberger (1- 
1). Jean Segura laid down a sac¬ 
rifice bunt and Morrison threw 
the ball into right field, allowing 
Gordon to score. 

Rays 2, Royals 1: Tampa Bay’s 
Adeiny Hechavarria danced 
around catcher Salvador Perez 
with an inventive slide at home 
plate to score the winning run 
against host Kansas City. 

Hechavarria dashed home on 
Matt Duffy’s single to right field 
in the sixth inning, sidestepped 
Perez to the right, then dove 
back toward the plate. Hechavar¬ 
ria faked toward the dish with 
his right hand, then jabbed his 
left hand just past Perez’s out¬ 
stretched glove to touch the plate. 
Umpire Rob Drake immediately 
signaled safe. 

Ryan Yarbrough (3-2) allowed 


one run in five innings for the 
Rays, and Duffy had three hits 
and drove in both runs. Alex Co- 
lome got his seventh save. 

Tigers 6, Indians 3: Niko Goo- 
drum homered twice and drove 
in five runs as injury-plagued 
Detroit beat Carlos Carrasco and 
visiting Cleveland. 

Jose Ramirez hit his 13th 
homer for the Indians, but the AL 
Central leaders fell back to .500 
and are only two games ahead of 
Detroit. 

Rockies 6, Padres 4: Gerardo 
Parra hit a go-ahead, three-run 
homer off Kazuhisa Makita (0- 
1) in the sixth inning and rookie 
Noel Cuevas went deep for the 
first time for visiting Colorado. 
Daniel Castro also homered for 
the Rockies, who won for the sec¬ 
ond time in six games. 

Franmil Reyes made his big 
league debut for San Diego after 
leading all of professional base¬ 
ball in homers with 14 while at 
Triple-A El Paso. He started in 
right field and went 0-for-4. 



Kamil Krzaczynski/AP 

The Cubs’ Ben Zobrist runs to 
a first wearing black spikes on 
Monday despite a warning. 


Zobrist defies MLB again with black spikes 


By Mike Helfgot 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Ben Zobrist was 
joined by Chicago Cubs team¬ 
mates Kyle Schwarber and Steve 
Cishek in wearing black spikes on 
Monday despite a warning from 
Major League Baseball that he 
was in violation of the sport’s uni¬ 
form regulations. 

Zobrist posted a letter from 
MLB on Instagram on Saturday 
that cited him for violating regu¬ 
lations requiring at least 51 per¬ 
cent of the exterior of a player’s 
shoes be the club’s designated 


primary shoe color. For the Cubs, 
that color is blue. 

The letter said Zobrist will be 
subject to discipline, including a 
fine, if he continued to wear non- 
compliant shoes. 

Zobrist said he planned to con¬ 
tract Joe Torre, MLB’s Chief 
Baseball Officer. 

“I plan on calling Joe Torre 
today and seeing if we can talk 
about it,” Zobrist said follow¬ 
ing the Cubs’ 6-5 loss to Atlanta. 
“We’ll see. Maybe have an update 
tomorrow. My question is going 
to be why. We’ll see what kind of 
answer I get. Why now? I think 


all players are kind of wondering 
that. Hopefully I get an answer 
and we can move forward.” 

In his Instagram post, Zobrist 
wrote he has worn black cleats 
for day games at Wrigley Field 
the past two years to honor the 
game’s past. He said he was in¬ 
spired by watching highlights of 
greats such as Ernie Banks and 
Stan Musial in the 1950s and 
1960s. 

Players were issued black Jack¬ 
ie Robinson socks for Monday’s 
game because it was a makeup of 
a rainout on April 15—which was 
Jackie Robinson Day throughout 


the major leagues. 

“I was going to wear them back 
then, too,” Cishek said. “I just de¬ 
cided I’m going to stick with it. 
They gave us those cool Jackie 
Robinson socks; I wanted to wear 
the throwback spikes with them 
too. 

“The thing with Zo that hap¬ 
pened the other day, it’s like 
where did all this come from? 
Before, my understanding was 
MLB was telling the companies 
like New Balance and Nike they 
can do whatever they want. I 
think there is confusion among 
the players.” 
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NHL PLAYOFFS 


Knights bounce back, even series 



Trevor Hagan, The Canadian Press/AP 


Vegas Golden Knights players celebrate after Jonathan Marchessault, center, scored during the first 
period of Game 2 Western Conference finals against Winnipeg on Monday. 


By Larry Lage 
Associated. Press 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Jon¬ 
athan Marchessault scored twice 
and said the expansion Vegas 
Golden Knights sent a message, 
bouncing back with a 3-1 series¬ 
evening win over the Winnipeg 
Jets on Monday night in Game 2 
of the Western Conference final. 

“Every time we need a big 
game as a group, we show up,” 
Marchessault said. “We showed 
the hockey world we earned the 
right to be here.” 

Tomas Tatar scored 6:37 into 
the game for the Golden Knights 
and Marc-Andre Fleury finished 
with 30 saves. 

Kyle Connor scored midway 
through the third period to pull 
Winnipeg within a goal. Marches¬ 
sault restored the two-goal lead 
1:28 later. 

Connor Hellebuyck had 25 
saves for the Jets. 

After losing the series opener, 
Marchessault told reporters the 
team faced a must-win game. 

“If you’re going to talk out there 
in the media that you have to be 
better, I think you need to lead by 
example,” he said. “I tried to do 
that.” 

Game 3 is Wednesday night in 
Las Vegas. 

“I don’t think anybody is pan¬ 
icking,” Jets defenseman Jacob 
Trouba said. “We like our road 
game. We like where it was in the 
Nashville series.” 

Winnipeg won three times on 
the top-seeded Predators’ home 
ice, including Game 7 last week. 

The expansion Golden Knights 
appeared to be rusty in the series 
opener and the Jets scored three 
goals early in a 4-2 win about 48 
hours after advancing out of the 
second round. 

It looked like they were going to 
pick up where they left off. 

“They came out flying again 
with a lot of speed,” Fleury said. 

Fleury, who helped the Pitts¬ 
burgh Penguins win three Stan¬ 


ley Cups, made key stops early 
and got help from teammates and 
a post in the opening minutes to 
keep the puck out of his net. 

“Fleury had to make three or 
four really good saves in the first 
seven minutes,” Vegas coach Ge¬ 
rard Gallant said. “We rebounded 
after that. We got that 2-0 lead 
and it was a different game for 
us. When teams are chasing the 
lead, it’s tough for teams to battle 
back.” 


Winnipeg’s Mark Scheifele, who 
has postseason-high 12 goals, got 
the puck past Fleury in the open¬ 
ing moments of the game and 
Vegas defenseman Nate Schmidt 
cleared it from the crease. 

Vegas generated offense by 
making plays without the puck, 
forcing turnovers to set up goals. 

“We were on them,” Golden 
Knights forward Erik Haula said. 
“That’s our game. We’re a fast 
team. I think we showed that.” 


Indeed. 

After the Jets failed to control 
the puck out of a corner in their 
end, Tatar ended up stuffing the 
puck in the net after hitting the 
side of the net with a shot. 

Connor was pressured into 
turning over the puck near cen¬ 
ter ice late in the opening period 
and Reilly Smith set up Marches¬ 
sault, his former Florida Pan¬ 
thers teammate, at the blue line 
and he scored on a breakaway 


Scoreboard 


Conference finals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Washington 2, Tampa Bay 0 

Washington 4, Tampa Bay 2 
Washington 6, Tampa Bay 2 
Tuesday: at Washington 
Thursday: at Washington. AFN-Sports2: 

2 a.m. Friday, CET; 9 a.m. Friday JKT. 

x-Saturday, May 19: at Tampa Bay 
x-Monday, May 21: at Washington 
x-Wednesday, May 23: at Tampa Bay 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Winnipeg 1, Vegas 1 
Winnipeg 4, Vegas 2 
Monday: Vegas 3, Winnipeg 1 
Wednesday: at Vegas. AFN-Sports2: 

3 a.m. Thursday CET; 10 a.m. Thursday 
JKT. 


x-Thursday, May 24: at Winnipeg 

Monday 

Golden Knights 3, Jets 1 

Vegas 2 0 1-3 

Winnipeg 0 0 1-1 

First Period—1, Vegas, Tatar 1 (Car¬ 
penter, Theodore), 13:23. 2, Vegas, 

Marchessault 5 (Smith), 17:22. 

Third Period—3, Winnipeg, Connor 

3 (Ehlers, Myers), 7:17 (pp). 4, Vegas, 
Marchessault 6 (Karlsson, Smith), 8:45. 

Shots on Goal—Vegas 13-8-7—28. Win¬ 
nipeg 11-8-12-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Vegas 0 of 
2; Winnipeg lot 3. 

Goalies ' 

30 saves). 

25). 

A—15,321 (15,294). T-2:28 


backhander. 

“There was about 57 minutes 
of that game that was pretty good 
for us,” Jets captain Blake Wheel¬ 
er said. “Three minutes of it got 
away from us. 

The Jets closed the scoreless 
second period and started the 
third on the power play and still 
couldn’t get the puck past Fleury. 

Yet. 

Winnipeg kept up the pressure 
on by relentlessly forechecking 
and drew another penalty early in 
the third. Connor took advantage, 
squeezing a shot between Fleury 
and the post from the bottom of 
the left circle 7:17 into the third. 

That whipped the white-clad 
fans into a frenzy — triggering 
jeers of “Fleu-ry! Fleu-ry!” — and 
were quickly quieted by another 
Marchessault backhander that 
beat Hellebuyck. 

The Jets pulled their goalten- 
der to add another skater over the 
last couple minutes of the game, 
but Fleury didn’t let the puck get 
past him again. 


Marchessault makes Vegas glad Panthers gave him up 


By Larry Lage 

Associated Press 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Jonathan 
Marchessault was left unprotected in the 
expansion draft by the Florida Panthers, 
who seemed to determine his breakout 
season was a fluke. 

Oops. 

The Vegas Golden Knights selected 
Marchessault, and he averaged nearly 
a point a game in the regular season. He 
leads the team with six goals and 15 points 
in the playoffs. 

Marchessault scored twice against the 
Winnipeg Jets in the series-tying 3-1 win 
in Game 2 of the Western Conference final 
Monday night. 

“Yeah, I’m satisfied with my game,” he 
said. 

Florida was not satisfied, apparently, 
even though he scored 30 goals in his first 
full season and had one year left on his 
contract for a relative bargain of $750,000. 

“I was surprised at the decision,” he ac¬ 
knowledged. “I had a great season. I think 


I was one of the top four players at the for¬ 
ward position there, but they did the best 
decision for their organization. It’s been 
like that my whole career. It was a reality 
check. Just when you think you can be a 
little bit comfortable, you can’t. 

“After I heard I was unprotected, I 
moved on and hoped that Vegas would pick 
me and they did.” 

When the Golden Knights saw up close 
how good Marchessault was as their lead¬ 
ing scorer in early January, they signed 
him to a $30 million, six-year contract 
extension . He could have gambled on his 
future and cashed in even more on free 
agency this summer, but chose to stay with 
a team that finally believed in him. 

“It was not a tough decision,” said 
Marchessault, who finished the regular 
season with 27 goals and a career-high 75 
points. “When I saw they wanted to keep 
me long term, I was happy because I want¬ 
ed stability in my life. It’s been a roller¬ 
coaster career. I was just happy to be able 
to buy a home and stay there.” 

The 5-foot-9, 174-pound Marches¬ 


sault, married with three young children, 
bounced around earlier in his career after 
being undrafted. 

“First time I saw Marchy, he was a skilled 
guy who stayed on the outside. Didn’t re¬ 
ally battle,” said Golden Knights coach Ge¬ 
rard Gallant, who had Marchessault on his 
team in Florida before being fired. “The 
reason why he’s a 30- to 40-goal scorer now 
is because he’s more competitive. He’ll go 
to those hard areas to score some goals. He 
plays a good, strong game. Small guy, but 
very competitive.” 

Before his 51-point season with the Pan¬ 
thers last season, he had a total of 19 points 
in parts of the three previous seasons with 
the Columbus Blue Jackets and Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

“I was always the underdog because of 
my size,” he said. 

Marchessault talked a big game after 
Vegas lost the series opener at Winnipeg, 
calling Monday a must-win game, and 
backed it up. He gave Vegas a two-goal 
lead in the first period and restored the 
two-goal lead 1:28 after Winnipeg’s Kyle 



John Locher/AP 


Jonathan Marchessault, left, was left 
unprotected by Florida and has shined in 
his first year with Vegas. 

Connor scored midway through the third. 

“If you’re going to talk out there in the 
media that you have to be better, I think 
you need to lead by example,” he said. “I 
tried to do that.” 

Game 3 is Wednesday in Las Vegas. 















Wednesday, May 16,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


wamamsm 


Page 31 


NBA PLAYOFFS 


Teams eye future with lottery, combine 



Matt York/AP 


Phoenix Suns head coach Igor Kokoskov, right, speaks as general manager Ryan 
McDonough listens Monday in Phoenix. Kokoskov will oversee a vastly improved team 
after they compiled the worst record in the NBA last season. 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

Even with the conference finals going 
on, the NBA’s eyes turn to the future this 
week. 

A future that, perhaps, will have less 
tanking. 

The draft lottery — the last before 
changes come next year to dissuade tank¬ 
ing — is Tuesday night, and then about 70 
players will partake in the draft combine 
that starts on Wednesday. Those events are 
both happening in Chicago, as are some 
various league meetings such as a gather¬ 
ing of NBA general managers and other 
front-office executives. 

But the biggest news will be made by 14 
pingpong balls that will decide who drafts 
No. 1 next month. 

“We’ve got to see what happens in the 
lottery first and see where our position 
is,” Memphis executive vice president of 
basketball operations John Hollinger said. 
“That’s going to dictate a lot of the deci¬ 
sions that come after that and how we use 
our time after that.” 

Phoenix has a 25 percent chance of win¬ 
ning the No. 1 pick, followed by Memphis 
(19.9 percent), Dallas (13.8 percent) and 
Atlanta (13.7 percent). The rest of the can¬ 
didates for No. 1 are Orlando (8.8 percent), 
Chicago (5.3), Sacramento (5.3), Cleveland 
(2.8), New York (1.7), Philadelphia (1.1), 
Charlotte (0.8), Detroit (0.7), the Los Ange¬ 
les Clippers (0.6) and Denver (0.5). 

Many of those teams were at the cen¬ 
ter of tanking questions this season. Now 
they’ll see if it pays off. 

“We did this year what we felt was in the 
long-term best interest of the Bulls,” Chi¬ 
cago vice president of basketball opera¬ 
tions John Paxson said. “It’s not a situation 


that any of us want to ever be in again. And 
it goes against everything as a competitive 
person that you believe in. But it’s the way 
the system’s set up.” 

For now. The NBA is changing the 
system. 

Starting in 2019, with the NBA hoping 
that teams have less incentive to strive for 
the worst record and therefore the best 
chance of winning the lottery, the odds 
will be changing. The three teams with 
the worst regular-season record will each 
have a 14 percent chance of winning the 
No. 1 pick, the fourth-worst team will have 
a 12.5 percent chance and the fifth-worst 
10.5 percent. 

“My sense is we’re still going to have 
some work to do,” NBA Commissioner 
Adam Silver said. 

Tanking got plenty of attention this sea¬ 
son, and a few minutes on Jan. 29 might 
have decided the race. 

Phoenix and Memphis played that night. 
The Grizzlies scored 42 points in the sec¬ 
ond quarter — their only 40-point period 
all season — and forced the Suns into 10 
consecutive misses in one stretch, on the 
way to a 120-109 win. 

The Suns finished one game worse than 
the Grizzlies. Flip that Jan. 29 outcome, 
and it would been the Grizzlies with the 
best chance at the No. 1 pick. 

“The league has been beating us up right 
now,” said Phoenix guard Devin Booker, 
who hasn’t come even close to making the 
playoffs and is already on the fourth head 
coach of his three-year career now that 
the Suns have hired Igor Kokoskov. “But I 
think it’s going to be motivational for us. I 
know for myself, working out, I think about 
that all the time. I never want to be in these 
situations again.” 

The new lottery format isn’t the only 


looming change related to drafts. It seems 
likely that by 2020, the one-and-done rule 
— in place since 2006 — will be gone and 
players will be allowed to jump from high 
school directly to the NBA again. 

If that was the case this season, the 
rights to draft phenoms like R.J. Barrett, 
Zion Williamson and Cameron Reddish 
would probably be decided by those ping- 
pong balls in Chicago on Tuesday. Instead, 
they’re all going to Duke this fall. 


So they won’t be at the combine, nor will 
the likely top two picks in the June 21 draft 
—Arizona’s Deandre Ayton, and Slovenia’s 
Luka Doncic. Ayton declined the invitation 
to participate in Chicago, and Doncic’s sea¬ 
son in Europe isn’t over yet. 

“We sort of expected this, that we might 
not see the top couple guys there,” Hol¬ 
linger said. “So we just have to adjust 
from that and get our information in other 
ways.” 


Golden: Houston looks to regroup for Game 2 at home Scoreboard 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Rockets guard James Harden, right, loses control of the ball as he 
drives around Warriors guard Stephen Curry on Monday during the 
second half of Game 1 of the Western Conference finals. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Game 2 is Wednesday night in 
Houston. 

Eric Gordon opened the final 
period with a three-pointer to get 
the top-seeded Rockets within 4, 
but Thompson scored the first 
eight points of a 13-4 run to make 
it 100-87 with about eight minutes 
left. 

Houston used a 9-3 spurt, where 
James Harden scored five, to cut 
the lead to 103-96 with less than 
five minutes to go. But Thompson 
struck again, hitting a wide open 
three to leave the Warriors ahead 
by 10 with four minutes left. 

Harden scored 41 to lead the 
Rockets, who lost at home for the 
second time this postseason. 

“You’re not going to come in 
and just knock them out,” Hous¬ 
ton coach Mike D’Antoni said. 
“There were too many times 
where we had mental lapses. We 
didn’t switch properly, turned the 
ball over and missed too many la¬ 
yups. We need to do a better job of 
staying up mentally.” 

Now the Rockets are left to re¬ 
group after losing their leg up in 
the homecourt advantage they 
worked all season for. 

“It’s nice to have home court,” 
D’Antoni said. “[But] we don’t have 
it. Now we’ve got to go get it.” 

Steph Curry added 18 for the 
Warriors, who are in the confer¬ 
ence finals for a franchise-record 
fourth straight time. It’s Hous¬ 


ton’s first trip since 2015 when 
Golden State won the series in 
five games. 

“I think he’s going to get even 
better as the series goes on, 
which is good for us,” Kerr said 
of Curry. 

The Warriors, who are the sec¬ 
ond seed in the West, opened a 
playoff series away from Oracle 
Arena for the first time since 2014 
when they lost to the Los Angeles 
Clippers 4-3 in the opening round. 

Houston struggled to slow 
down Durant all night, and things 


got even worse when Trevor 
Ariza picked up his fifth foul with 
about 10 minutes left in the third 
with Golden State up by 3. Durant 
made two baskets for the War¬ 
riors around one by Chris Paul 
that left the Warriors up 73-68 a 
couple of minutes later. 

“He’s one of the best scorers 
ever,” D’Antoni said of Durant. “I 
thought he was extremely good. 
But we can withstand that. We 
can’t withstand turning the ball 
over and giving up so many wide 
open threes.” 


Gordon added a layup for Hous¬ 
ton after that, but Golden State 
scored the next six points, with a 
three-pointer from Thompson, to 
make it 79-70 with about 4(4 min¬ 
utes left in the third. 

Houston ended a scoring 
drought of more than two min¬ 
utes with a dunk by Harden 
seconds later and the Warriors 
followed with another run, scor¬ 
ing six straight points to extend it 
to 85-72 with just more than two 
minutes left in the third. 

The Rockets rediscovered their 
offense after that, scoring the next 
eight points, powered by threes 
from Gordon and Gerald Green, 
to get within 85-80 with about a 
minute left in the quarter. 

Durant added two free throws 
to close out the quarter and leave 
the Warriors up 87-80 entering 
the fourth. 

“Houston, they never stop,” 
Durant said. “They are always in 
the game with three-point shots. 
We try to get good shots every 
time down and defend on the 
other end.” 

They said it: Draymond Green 
on getting a technical early in 
the first quarter when he pushed 
Harden ashter a shot: “I was a bit 
overzealous, a bit amped up, but 
I’d rather that any day than com¬ 
ing out flat.” 

Up next: After Game 2 the series 
moves to Oracle Arena for games 
3 and 4 on Sunday and Tuesday. 


Conference finals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Boston 1, Cleveland 0 

Boston 108, Cleveland 83 
Tuesday: at Boston 
Saturday, May 19: at Cleveland 
Monday, May 21: at Cleveland 
x-Wednesday, May 23: at Boston 
x-Friday, May 25: at Cleveland 
x-Sunday, May 27: at Boston 
Western Conference 
Houston vs. Golden State 
Monday: Golden State 119, Houston 
106 

Wednesday: at Houston. AFN-Sports: 
3 a.m Thursday, CET; 10 a.m. JKT. 
Sunday: at Golden State 
Tuesday, May 22: at Golden State 
x-Thursday, May 24: at Houston 
x-Saturday, May 26: at Golden State 
x-Monday, May 28: at Houston 

Monday 

Warriors 119, Rockets 106 

GOLDEN STATE - Iguodala 2-3 7-8 11, 
Durant 14-27 6-6 37, D.Green 1-5 3-4 5, 
Curry 8-15 1-2 18, Thompson 9-18 4-4 28, 
West 1-1 0-0 2, Looney 1-1 0-0 2, Livings¬ 
ton 3-5 1-1 7, Young 3-5 0-0 9. Totals 42-80 
22-25 119. 

HOUSTON - Ariza 3-8 1-1 8, Tucker 0-3 
1-3 1, Capela 6-7 0-0 12, Paul 8-17 5-7 23, 
Harden 14-24 8-10 41, Mbah a Moute 0-6 
0-0 0, Anderson 0-1 0-0 0, Nene 0-1 0-0 0, 
G.Green 2-5 0-0 6, Gordon 6-13 0-0 15. To¬ 
tals 39-85 15-21 106. 

Golden State 29 27 31 32-119 

Houston 30 26 24 26-106 

Three-point goals—Golden State 13- 
33 (Thompson 6-15, Young 3-5, Durant 
3-6, Curry 1-5, D.Green 0-1, Iguodala 0-1), 
Houston 13-37 (Harden 5-9, Gordon 3-7, 
G.Green 2-4, Paul 2-7, Ariza 1-5, Ander¬ 
son 0-1, Tucker 0-2, Mbah a Moute 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Golden 
State 37 (D.Green 9), Houston 42 (Paul 
11). Assists—Golden State 24 (D.Green 
9), Houston 18 (Harden 7). Total Fouls— 
Golden State 17, Houston 23. Techni- 
cals—D.Green. A-18,055 (18,055). 
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NBA PLAYOFFS 



Durant helps Warriors steal 
homecourt edge in Game 1 

By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Kevin Durant continues to deliver in the post¬ 
season for the Golden State Warriors. 

He scored 37 points on Monday night to lead the Warriors to 
a 119-106 win in the long-awaited showdown with the Houston 
Rockets in Game 1 of the Western Conference finals. 

But if it were up to him, he would have done even more. 

Durant wasn’t happy with coach Steve Kerr when he took 
him out in late in the third quarter and loudly asked his coach 
why he was putting him on the bench. Durant, who played just 
more than 40 minutes, was asked if he’d prefer to play the en¬ 
tire 48 minutes. 

“Probably so,” Durant said. 

Kerr acknowledged that he should have left him in at that 
point and raved about his performance after his fourth 30-point 
game this postseason. 

“This is why anybody would want him on their team... I don’t 
know what you do to guard him,” Kerr said. “He can get any 
shot he wants.” 

Starting a playoff series on the road for the first time since 
2014, the Warriors trailed by as many as 9 early, but had evened 
it up by halftime and used a big run at the beginning of the 
fourth quarter to pull away. 

“We’re in the Western Conference finals they are going to 
come out with a lot of energy,” Durant said. “We’re going to 
take that first punch and keep punching.” 

SEE GOLDEN ON PAGE 31 
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Warriors forward Andre Iguodala, left, is fouled by Rockets Warriors forward Kevin Durant, right, shoots over Rockets guard James Harden (13) in the second half during 

guard Chris Paul during the second half Monday in Houston. Game 1 of the Western Conference Finals on Monday in Houston. 
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